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I 

In publishing this volume setting forth The Pos­
sibilities of the American Negro, it is not without a 
profound ktlilwled~e of my inability to treat so im­
portant a subject with the thoro11ghness that the 
present condition of :he Negro race demand. In the 
light of 111o<lnu achievements of colored men and wo­
lllen in the sciences, arts and industrial accomplish­
ments a , vliuilc of more than one thousand pages 
could be written without exhausting the thoughts of 
an ordinary student. 

In this \\Ork it is only intenrled to call att,~ntion to 
a few of the most potent forces that must enter into 
the lives of the Afro-Americans if they would, iu the 
near future, become a permanent and resourceful fac. 
tor in the economical life of the American pecple. 

Heretofore volumes have been published setting 
forth in brilliant style biographical sketches of the 
most worthv ·men and women of onr race, without 
giving much space for the lesson t'J be learned lead­
ing to a ,;ubstancial acquisition of a respectable citi • 
zenship. 

I have purposely omitcd making mention of the 
familiar characters of our race, who have won dis­
tinction in the various spheres of life, and who have 
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been before the public many years, and given their 
place in this volume to new faces not less worthy of 
emulation, but whose opportunity to win for them­
selves an enviable reputation has not presented itself. 

The sacrifices made, and the hardships undergone, 
by some of our characters in obtaining an education 
and accumulating a fortune will be another feature of 
our work conspicuous because of its absence. It h 
an uncontrovertable fact that few men obtain wealth 
and fame without making great sacrifices, ans we 
know of no exceptions in the Negro race. 

If by the publication of this book any small amount 
of good is accomplished by way of arousing the som­
nolence ambition of our boys and girls; if by trying 
to emulate the examples, and reach the heights of 
some of the characters herein contained, they are in­
spired to strengthen the race by strengthening them­
selves, the object of its publication will have been 
attained. 

--A. E. ~atterson 
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and ligh\!r 

ihc Negro 

E.dueatiJn of. 
·,,.. .. 

THE natural forces 11• res-ary to the pomanent suc­
cess of the America:1 Negroes are learMing. industry 
and virtue. 

The 011~ prepares them for the high( st pnssibiliti('S 
tWthe hnma:1 famil'.', ~nd to comprchen1l the truths 
of the univrrse; the other prepan s tht·m to become 
a commercial and producliYe power; ,·irtue perpetu­
ates and <leifi.'fs character. Tog ether they deyelop 
civilization and detettnine the d:,-,tinv of the race. 

How fal~m6~·e<l is the Negro t,;day from the ig­
norance and superstition of the Negro thirty years 
ago? Take the intellectual power of all the race im­
mediately after the civil war a11d multiply it by 10,-
000 and the sum of its power wi II not equal that of 
the single State of Illinois todz.y. 

By Lincoln's Proclamation the South was freed 
from slavery and the road cleared to education of both 
head and hand, and a premium, s~t upon virtue and 

9 
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merit. The long and hitter strnggle between the 
North and South, although waged apparently in the 
interest of society I was not political nor legal, nor 
l'ocial nor military, but was educational and industri­
al; the northern mechanic and skilled laborer with 
their vast accumulations of wealth and knowledge, 
seeking to perpetuate the principles and advantages 
of education and skilled labor were invincible by the 
industrial South who sought to extend her territory, 
carrying upon her shoulders the Negro slave. 

The building up of the South since her overthrow 
in war is a credit to the black man as well as the 
white man. The N :>gro worked well as a slave bnt 
as a free man he worked better. The cotton crops 
pro1uced in moo by the Southern States could not 
have been grown, picked, hon'-ed and spun 50 years 
ago by the entire slave population in the United 
States. The Negro, however. can ill afford to neglect 
his industrial training, While the S011th is now in 
touch with the commercial world and fast b:dding 
for industrial prestage, her materials are of coarse fi. 
bre and produced by cheap labor. But the time is 
fast approaching when she will be driven from the 
field by foreign competition who employ an abund­
ance of cheaper la.bot and whose products are just as 
good, unless she ·proieuces a better material by edu­
cated and skilled labor. 
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The Negro is yet the chief factor in Southern in­
dustJial labor. He produces raw materials and his 
pl 'Ce can not yet be supplied by any competent sub­
stitute. 'Though a free man the Negro as a race is 
less skilled in many arts than when a slave. His tu­
tors in slavery no longer control him, and the 
great changes that are rapidly taking place in all 
kinds and forms of industry demand the active, skill­
ed and educated hand as well as the stalwart and 
strong frame. Unless the Negro prepares himself to 
cope with these industrial changes his place must 
sooner or later be filled bv those who are prepared. 

With the white man it is a question of develop­
ment, with the Negro, of existence. It requires the 
moral and intellectual forces of both North and South, 
of religion, social and domestic training combined to 
teach our race how to earn a dollar and how to save 
it, bow to secure homes and accumulate wealth; that 
it is far better for the race in its present condition to 
be able to show a five thousand dollar bank accouni 
than to know the names of stars and how to solve 
quadratic equations. It is but little consolation to 
the ambitious mind to soar high in the air without 
any substantial ground upon which to light. 

We were dragged from barbarism into civilization, 
educated through slavery into freedom. cut off sud­
denly by emancipation and enfranchisement from the 
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influences th:1l haJ given ns all the power and knowl 
edge we possessed, was it strange that we wandered 
about like a lost child during the perkcl of recon­
struction, after the allnring lights of political and so­
cial promises, away fn:;m the paths that led to indus­
trial and economic independence? It was in our pow­
er as a race for thirty years after slavery to control 
the indu;;tries of the South. Had our leaders both 
white and co'.ored directed our energies. to ac,quiring 
homes, acc.imulating wealth and industdal skill; had 
they taught us self-rdiance and virtue instead of po­
litical prestage and power, our condition today would 
he a hundred times better, not only from an indnstri­
al, financial and moral standpoint, but from a literary 
and even pclitical standpoint, \Ve would treat the 
vote vender with the basest contempt. 

It is not too late, however, to correct the mistake 
·ve nude in starting wrong. By constant· and persis­
tent efforts to begin upon a solid industrial founda­
tion where a11 successful races must begin, we can in 
tim':! rise to the loftiest positions in life. 

Our present ideas of higher educalion and political 
ambitions belong to the distant future. For this gen­
eration and many yet to come our system of educa­
tion should be industrial for the masses and highi?r 
education for the choice youths of the race. But 
a vast majority must be trained in schools of industry. 



Nothing can ever be accumplisht·d by the e,iucated 
few without the makri·ll industries of the many, and 
the sooner this idea is accepted the more rapid a11cl 
snhstant.ial will be our progress. 

The South, the natnral ho111e of our race, is yet in­
viting us to bend our energies i11 the direction of in­
dustrial improvement. The Nurth is encouraging 
industrial training for the Negro, and both sections 
realize the better and more nsefnl the colored citi­
zens are, the better and mo1e endurable will he the 
government. To train both he«d and hands, to work 
and work well is the appeal of the South. Her vari­
ous industries arc open to 11s. The door of our op­
portnnity is not yet clos~d, but unless we speedily en­
ter, armed with skill, trainin; and industrial power, 
it will dose and clos·e forever. 

At the dawn of this century which is destined to 
present more brilliant achie\·ements in the arts of in­
dustry and inyention than any former one, the domi­
nant power demands, and the natural growth of the 
conntry requires, that all who won:d survive must be 
put upon their merit. 

'l'he present generation mnst be taught to work and 
work well. There are forests to be cleared and con­
verted into profitable field5, houses must be built, 
rivers bridged and mountains tunneled. Whoever is 
anr;ed with skill and training in these various lines 
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of work will be in demand regardless of his color. 
Many of the older men of the race are better pre­

pared than the young. The skill and training pos­
sessed in slavery must be regained and then improved 
npon. The industrial apprenticeship begun in slav­
ery must be continued in freedom. Our race is not 
yet able to stand alone. Before the war every mill, 
lDusehold, factory, plantation and shop was a school 
for the training of the race. It was so in slavery, but 
today the chasm between the races is wide and deep. 
Freedom forbids interest, sympathy and authority on 
the part of the whites; zeal, docility and obedience 
ou the part of the blacks. And nothing will bring 
the two races together again save the industrial skill 
and power of the Negro. Our education should be 
mainly directed to this end. We are dependent upon 
the white people for the very bread we eat, the house 
we live in and the clothes we wear. All we ask is a 
chance to get started right. We are entitled to live 
Justice and humanity demand that we be given a 
chance, The duty of helping us to build an industri­
al foundation is not sectional but national. The bur­
den is too large for the South or the North. The 
national government should lend a helping hand un• 
til we are able to earn our own living independent 
of our white neighbor. 

An industrial education is as essential to the major-
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ity of the white youths of the country as to the Ne­
gro youths. The former are constantly being trained 
in the best polytechnic and manual training schools 
in the United Stales. Hundreds of skilled mechan­
ics, artirnns, and farmers are being turned out annual­
ly. The negro mnst, if he wonld not be crowded out, 
prepare himself for the strong· competition in industry 
that is slowly bnt snrely growiug upon him. The 
dreams of statesmanship and political advantages 
must yield to workmanship and industrial prestige. 
l\1ore real happiness will be realized from our ability 
to mould from nature's crude materials things of 

beauty and usefulness, to raise 75 bushels of corn, 

oats or potatoes per acre upon a 160-acre farm that is 

all ours; to live in a nice well kept house with a clear 

title, to drive out at will in onr own carriage, built 

by a colored man, to a store owmd by colored men, 

than in all the_ political positions ever held by Negro 

men under such strenuous opposition and humiliating 

circumstances that characterize all such appointments. 

After we are in possession of the former, it will be 

easier to obtain the latter. Get a material and inde­

pendent start and you can live an honorable and inde­

pendent life, to be followed finally by education, cul­

ture and refinement for all the race. 
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HIGHER EDUCATION. 
To i-ay that higher education is not necessary to the 

t1ltimate snccei-s of the Negro would be a reproach 
upon the wbiti:s who deem it necessary for them. 
Whatever system of cdncatiou is good for the Anglo­
American youth is good for the Afro-American youth. 
The latt1:r has to c:onfrn:1t the same issues in life onl}' 
under more adverse circumstances. The white youths 
are fortified by the advantages of the heritage of hun­
dreds of yea.rs of civilization, by the best and noblest 
examples of Christian characters and by all the ad­
vantage that accumulated wealth can give them, yet 
they find it necessary to obtain a higher education; 
and it would be the height of folly to say the Negro 
youth should be less prepared when his tasks are not 
less difficult. If higher education of the choice youths 
of our race is neglected, a hundred years from now 
the ra.::e will be severely criticised for its stupidity, 
it will be ccndemned by the general arbiter of busi­
ness who will iu his stem demand accept no excuse 
because we are black and our ancestors lived uader a 
verticle sun. We must have leaders who are men; 
educated, refined and cultured. There are many men 
who, by their good common sense and sound judg­
ment, are doing great things for the race, but when 
all they can do has been conceded the balance of ad­
vantages will be found on the side of culture and edu-
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cation. The white people of this and a11 other 
countries seek it, bnt thq· han·, by 1earnn of tl:dr 
long and bitter i-truggles through ancient and medie­
val periods reacher1 th:.t degree of efficie'.lcy in the in­
dustrial,pursnit:;; that we have not yt:t obtained but 
must obtain before we will be on the trne road to 
success. 

There is no well founded 1eason why the Negro 
should not grasp the idea of binocular education. 
Surely many of the best thinkers in America see the 
advantage of training b0th head and hand. The two 
forms cf education are not antagonistic, but supple­
mental; the fonnt?r applies t0 the few the latter to the 
many, the one supplies the motive the other the 
method; both together well trained make useful and 
honorable men and women. The succfss of Booker 
T. Washington-the greatest Negro that ever lived­
is due to his high ideals, hi, untiring energy, his bril­
liant and cu1tnrrd mind and his consecrated zeal to 
uplift his race and place it in the road th::it leads to 
true greatness and power. \Vashingtou like all other 
great leaders who have been most effective in guiding 
the destinies of his followers derived his inspiration 
directly or indirectly from contact with higher culture. 
This is true of Douglas, the orator and of Dunbar, 
the poet. The architect must plan before the artisan 

can eJ1ecnte. The idea comes from above and 
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descends until it strikes the basis of popular needs, 
and then rebounds, bringing the concrete fulfillment 
up towards the level of the ideal from which it sprang. 
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LITTLE MAN WITH YOUR FIRST PANTS ON 

( TO UTTT,~: AI.ONZO I.OCKE, JR.) 

Hdgh-ho! little man with yonr fir,;t pants on, 
And your life in the glow of a cloudless dawn, 
Do the birds sing sweet in the swaying trees, 
Does the perfume float on the evening breeze, 
As the stars come out in the far dim sky, 
And the sleep creeps into the little man's eye?. 
Do the little feet weary, the little hands pause? 
Is the little man dreaming of Santa Clans'? 
Has the slumber followed the little big yawn 
Of the big little man with the first pants on? 

See here, Alonzo, with your first pants on, 
I'd give all the world, all its tinsel and fawn, 
All its triumphs of art, all its vood and wold, 
All its latter day pleasures, all its treast1r~s of gold, 
All its fame ever did, all its love ever gave, 
All its joys and its glories from cradle to grave, 
Were they mine, Pd give all like a beggar's poor pawn 
To be you, Alonzo, with your first pants on! 

Wake up, little man with your first pants on, 
Dear old Santa Clans has come and has gone, 
And has left you as rich as the king on his throne, 
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Look thert· at yom toys-.1.nd your p:rnts -mtr,t 
grown. 

Most hiR as your papa, most ready to sha\'t>, 
And you are the master and grandma the slave: 
The world is your oyster, Ambition the knife 
To open it up in the great game of life, 
For Hope ::ays the same shall be (Jllartered and 

drawn-
Eh! little man Lon with yom first pants on? 

Sweet-faced littlt: man with your first pants on, 
May your bright little brain and your brave little 

brawn 
l\teet th~ storms that will come, as they come tons all 
\Vith aYigorand faith that will rise if you fall, 
And battle it out wilh a m:i.nliness rare 
That is royal, and worthy the name that you bear; 
May the God of the righteous keep watch over you 
Through a long life nseful aud noble and true, 
Till the great shadows fall on that life's evening lawn 
S0 1 there, little man, with your first pants on! 

I.ELAND 1\1. FISHER 



M. w. ALJL NJ ER I 
nrbondnl , Tlliuois. 
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Tt)e Negro as a Soldier 

When the dark foreboding clouds of war hung over 
the thirteen New England colonies, when the founda­
tion of the Anierican government was threatened in 
1861, and when the martyred McKinley issued a call 
for volunteers to face Spanish ?,"rape and artillery, no 
class of men responded more readily than the Negro. 
Crispus Attucks will forever live in the memory of 
all American people who admire patriotism and love 
independence and freedom. In the war of 1812 the 
Negro played a conspicuous part. Captain Robert 
Small, who won for himself a place in the hearts of 
the Naval heroes of the civil war, rendered invaluable 
service to this country as a pilot and captain. He 
proved to the world that a black skin is not an em­
blem of cowardice and dishonor. The results of the 
charge up San Juan Hill, during the recent Spanish­
American war, in which the colored Ninth and Tenth 
cavalry took part, speaks for itself. Thus has the 
Negro distinguished himself in four distinct wars. 
Thrice as a slave and once as an American citizen. 
In each of these bloody conflicts the Negro soldiers 
mace records of which they may justly be proud. 
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There 1s no e]emvnt of citi1.:11ship a111011g tll~· ,·:ir1-

1,;1S cla~ses that constil11tc thi,; g1e;1t nati,ln, th it li.1s 

hcvu more loyal ::uHl dnukd in thtir patrioti,111 lo 

e,·e, ything p~rtainiug to the honor and n·11ow11 of the 
Am,·rican people than the Negro. \\'hc11eer war 
tlne;,tened the peace of the natio11 and the stability 
nf 1ts public institutions, the Negro has alw,1~·s ke11 
<llll' a111ong the first to answt:r the "s11mmons to arms,'' 
a11 l march forth in defense of the American Hag, un­
d:r whose ample and graceful flld,; the !111mblest. cit­
ize11 finds eq11al protection with the 11111st exalted. 
1 n the war wluch gave indep'ndence to this repnblic 
and made possible the developement of the gn--atc st 
country in Christendom, some of the first and purest 
palt iotic blo:)d which hallowed the A merics. 11 soil 
was that which ran from the loyal heart of a Ne~rn 
pierced by British bullets. 

In the war of 1862, the :'\t•gro, though a sla,·e, 
without a co11t1try, without a Hag, without honor or a 
name, was to be founrl in the front r.111ks and sacri­
ficed }11s life that the dig11ity of the flag and the inde. 
pendence of the nation might be maintained. 

Yet there is 110 class of American citizen<; in our 
body politic which has had less cause for manifesta­
tion of patrioti5tn than the Negro. None has less 
cansetofeel that the American flag is anemhlern of 
honor and protection to him and_his family. xo one 
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can look with less as-;11rnu,t· for that liberty and ,i11st­

ice gnaranteed by its presence than the Negro. 
The Negro's lovaltv and devotion to his trnst ca11 

ne\'er be ntore ~nhlimelv demonstrated than it wa..; 

dnring the civi! war. During this awful conflict in 
which the success of the South meant slavery prrpet-
11ated, and th~ succrss of the North meant sla,ery 
abolished; the Negroes, to whom were committed the 
care of their masters' families while they went forth 
to tighten the chains of slavery about their galled 
limbs, remained faithful and trne. 

Afterwards they proved as faithfnl with the r:fl.e at 
Gettysburg, Fort Pillow and Richmond as the\' did 
with the hoe in the field. And during a recent strug­
gle between the Cnited States and Spain, notwith­
standing the record of injustice done to colored people 
during the past 35 years which has blackened the 
pages of history, t.;ey were among the first who vol­
unteered to fight for this country 

There were nine Negro regiments in the service 
during this war, four of which, including the Ninth 
and Tenth cavalry, belonged to the regular army, the 
others were composed of the Twentythird Kansas, 
Eighth Illinois, one from North Carolina, and two 
immune regiments, aggregating about ten thousand 
men. The Twenty-third Kansas, Eighth Illinois 
and the one from North Carolir-a ,were commanded 
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entirely by colored officers. The immune regiments 
had Negro lieutenants and non-commissioned officers, 
but white captains and field officers. The regulars of 
course had no colored commissioned officers. The 
volunteer regiments were called into service too late 
to do any actual fight,ng, and therefore, not given 
an opportunity to show their bravery upon the battle­
field. But the promptness with which they entered 
the service when given an opportunity, their readi­
ness to yield to the command of their superior officers, 
their conduct in camp, fine discipline and soldierly 
bearing on the parade ground and on the march, 
showed them to be made of the material which enters 
into the make-up of a gallant soldier. It has been 
clearly demonstrated more than once that the Negro 
soldiers under Negro captains are just as capable of 
high discipline as any other class of soldiers under 
the leadership of any other class of officers. 

It is not within the scope of this book nor is it in 
tended to relate in detail the numerous engagements 
:n the various wars in which the colored soldiers bav e 
displayed remarkable courage and skill, but our efforts 
in this article would fall short of their purpose if we 
did not call attention to the brilliant charge of the 
Ninth and Tenth cavalry up San Juan Hill, during 
the Spanish-American war. 

The same spirit that characterized the Negro sol-
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diers at Fort Pillow, Gettysburg and Richmond, and 
made them invincible by all forces sent against them, 
were present on that memorable day at San Juan· 
When the New York troops, under Theodore Roose 
velt, now president of the United States charged up­
on the Spanish soldiers at the top of the hill, they 
were cut down as so many straws of wheat before the 
reaper. To proceed, meant certain death, to retreat, 
meant confusion and disaster. Their only hope for 
escape from the deadly fire from Spanish canister 
which swept down the hill side cutting down all hu­
man forms in its path, was to lie down. But ere the 
day was lost the Ninth and Tenth cavalry with the 
desperation of a wounded tiger, and bravery indescrib­
able, rushed over the prostrate forms of their New 
York comrads, swept up the famous hill to victory, 
planted the stars and stripes upon its summit, then 
amid cheers of glory dared Spain to pull them down. 

Thus it has been proven for all time to come that 
bravery is no color, and color is not a badge of dis­
honor, disgrace and cowardice. 

The cause for which the Negro soldiers fought 
was humanity. They acquitted themselves nobly, 
and left an indelible impression upon the minds of 
that class of American citizens who deny them equal 
protection of the laws and claim for them only what 
is base and ignoble. The Negroes have, by earnest 



30 TIIE POSSIBILI'l'lES OF 

and p~rsistent efforts. by their s!(il! a11d fortitude 011 

t!1e hattlefield as well as in the domicile, won for 
themeslves an honorable place among- tht.> American 
people. \'011 will find in them physical, mental and 
11101 al character, from which can be moulded the pur­
C'St forms of citizenship, and the most perfe::t type of 
an American .soldier. He has the Anglo-American 
consciousness, and is rapidly assimulating the best 
and noblest customs of the American people. The 
Negro is yet to stand along in the sunlight of civili­
zation; and to deny him the fruits of his own labor, 
the ripest products of human genius, and human cul­
ture, would be to deny him what God has given him, 
and what his own blood has purchased and is guaran­
teed hy the 13th, 14th and 15th Amendments to the 
Constitution of the linited State!. 
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REV. FR. E. THOMAS DEMBY, AM., PH.B, S.T.D. 

The subject of this sketch was born in the city of 
Wilmington, Delaware. He was educated in the 
public schools of his native city. At an early age he 
graduated from Anderson's Select school. His moth­
er prepared him for the Centenary Bibical Institute 
now Morgan College, Baltimore. Here he took 
the normal course. His classical education was 
received in Lincoln University, Pennsylvania. In 
1887-1890 he taught in Millsborough, Delaware. In 
1899-1H02 l1e took a special course in Hebrew and 
ancient Philosophy at Howard University, also 
studied two years in classical divinity in said college. 
In 1893 he graduated with the degree of Baccalanreus 
Divinitatis from Payne Seminary. In 1894 after ex­
amination was -granted the degree of S:icrce Theolo­
gire from the National University, Chicago, Illinois. 
In 1893 and a part of 1894 he taught a select school 
in Wellington, British Columbia,-conducted a series 
of lectures on Mondays in Temperance Hall, Pandora 
Avenue Victora. During his stay in that country he 
was in charge of a. mixed congregation and in Salt 
Springs Island, he was in charge of a white congrega 
tion. 
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At this time such influence was brought about that 
caused Prof. Demby as he was then called, to go 
South to labor among his people. He was elected to 
the deanship of the Theological School< f Paul Quinn 
College, Waco, Texas. He also taught in the college 
proper, natural and mental sciences, college philoso~ 
phy and French. While in Waco, Prof. Demby or­
ganized in connection with his college duties a cor­
respondence school of theology which wai conducted 
on a very creditable scale. This school we learn is 
still doing a good work, which is the first of its kind 
among Afro-Americans. Father Demby in principle 
has always been a catholic; in fact studied for the 
Roman clergy, but was never ordained. In the com­
mencement of his educational work he turned aside to 
~ork among one Negro denomination. 

In 1896 after due examination the Rt. Rev. John 
Franklin Spaulding, D.D., L.L.D., of Denver, 
Colorado, made him a Lay Reader and accepted him 
as a candidate for the priest-hood in American Cath­
olic church. While he continued his studies in 
Matthew's Hall, he officiated in the church of the 
Redeemer and taught a large class of young men and 
women of both races in advance studies. 

Completing bis studies in Denver, he received and 
accepted a call in the Diocese of Te~nessee. After 
spending a short time at Hoffman Hall, Nashville, he 
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was sent to Mason City; here he labored more than three 
years among his people during which time he built 
and paid for a beautiful little chnrch and school-house. 
As head master of St. Paul's Parochial Academy 
with a large nnmber of students he did a most ex­
cellent work. 

The !.ubject of the sketch was ordained Priest by 
the Rt. Rev. Thomas Frank Gaitor, D.D., L.L.D., 
of the Dioces of Tennessee; in Immanual Church, 
May 8th, Rogation Monday, 1899, Memphis, Tennes­
see, For a short time Father Demby took charge of 
Father Basset's work ( a white priest) in Hoffman 
Hall and the mission work at "All Saints/' Nash­
ville. 

On the 15~.h March, 1900, Father Demby accepted 
the call of St. Agustine church, Kansas, where he re­
mained quite three years and did a real good and ef­
fectual work for his church 

The Rt. Rev. George F. Seymour, D.D., L.H.D., 
L.L.D., of Springfield after looking for a priest for the 
important work in Cairo, Illinois, decided to call the 
Rev. Father Demby; who after some time accepted. 
Father Demby has organized a Parochial and In­
dustrial School :n connection with his parish work 
and the same is meeti11g,with success. 

Father Demby has traveled ex~ensively in this and 
other countries. He has written much in our leading 
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race papers, 1-Il' wrote the "America's Great Crime 
and 'l'rue condition of the Hinck Men," "A Bird's 
Eye· \'iew of Hxt'getieal Studies" and a poem on the 
'' HrotiJCrhood," 

Father Demby is considt~red one of our leading lin­
gui~t;-he reads l,atin, (;reek, Hebrew, Arabic, 
French, Aramaic etc., and as psychogolist is associ­
ated with our best. Father Demby married Miss A. 
M. Ricks of Cleveland, < )hio, September l 7th 1 \l02. 

Father l >emhy is a broad and liberal minded man, 
deeply interested in every movement for the good of 
his people \vhieh makes all Christian Negroes love 
him regarc • : ,J of denominations. 



:n 

1 mportal')ce of 1 f)dustrial Education 

UY RI,:\', l;.\'l'l!ER E TIIO'.\l,\S l>l•:~IIIV, A.M .. I'll H., ,i.l',ll 

Of the many qnestion, before the Ameiican people, 
the industrial education of the American youth is the 
most important and vital. The idea of an industrial 
education is no chimera ..... industrial training 
will ,;;o]ve the most intricate problems of sociology, it 
will so revolutionize the materialistic condition of 
manual strangulation that the pimp, the street loafer) 
the parasite and the representatives of invaried places 
of vice and crime will become industrious individuals 
and lovers of Christian homes and good government 
and terrors to evil-doers. Men may say what they 
please 11bout the theories of indnstrial education being 
chimerical but comparative history of the social con­
dit_ions of the human family teach us this fact; that 
the most highly civilized nations firmly fixed the 
foundation of their Christian, ethical. social and com­
mercial civilization upon the principles of industries. 

We do not mean by the m~cessity of an industrial 



TrrE rn~-srmu-rns OF 

e lucation of our boys and girls, the exclusion 0£ what 
is calk<l 'houk learning" or the deni-1 of higher edu­
t·ation, fot, no race can hope to impress its worth upun 
,mother people, if ignorant of the hight't branches of 
•>m system of education ..... it takes an edncation 
\hat can manifest beneficial powe1s in more ways than 
,1He h) t\C 0£ any real value to an individual or a race. 
The people whose head, heart and hand are equally 
trained ior life's duties are the people who iead in all 
1hose fi.ne qualitie.-. so essential to trne and solid civi­
lization. 

Industrial education 111eans the itnparting of such 
k.11owledge and the giving of such inspiration that 
will really assist a student in the proper understand­
ing of the trade for which he seems to have a special 
faculty to perform with honor and dignity. We 
do not mean by industrial education that a boy or 
girl needs no more • 'book learning" than is neces­
sary for them to do properly the trade he or she de-. 
sires to follow; for this would be death to his or her 
most possible capability to fill a higher station in life 
if so desired by their constituents 

Industrial education is based upon the practicabili­
ties of all branches of knowledge, and especially 
mathematics, physics, mecl1auical drawing and men­
saration; this which is true makes industrial educatioD 
a science within itself, and to be able to reduce it to 
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practical utility to every day usefulness is no mean, 
necessary ability. To be industrially educated means, 
to be so tt ained that life is nothing if not utilized in 
labor dignified by an educated mind. With this idea 
ingrafted in the present system of education of our 
boys and girls, in the next hundred years, the case 
will be so materially changed that the prejudice of 
to-day will be a thing of the past. There is nothing 
that bespeaks of the great necessity of the Negrn, as 
a race, being industrially trained as modern advance­
ment in the mechanical world and domestic science. 
The most menial labor to-day, is demanding persons 
with some education and training for the work desired 
to be accomplished. The reason for man's best indus­
trial training lies in his very being and not in his pro­
fession or calling, so the great end of industrial edu­
cation is to preface the future generations of the ract 
to fill their stations in life where God has seen fit to 
place them with honor and credit and thus build or 
create a civilization that stands for something. 

An education that does not teach the people to 
practically use the well constructed principles of in­
dustrial education is sure to ruin them-the sooner 
the Negro learns this the better will be his chance in 
the struggle of American civilization of practical in­
dustrialism-the multiplicity of comforts, civil and 
~eligious privileges and the enjoyments of blessed lib-
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,·rt ies t iw pcnple clcpe11<ls ttpon the snhstantial and ao:-t-
1111 111a11ifl·slatiuns of till' pcoplc-.1 racl' void of in­
(111.slrial a1 ts scicnl itieally pnfornwd is practically 
dc;-id, grn,d for 11othing; of 11n material, social or rc­
ligiom, g<•o«l. This idLa of i111l11:--trial ccl11catio11 is the 
sal\'atio11 and s1,·in11r of any pvoplc --to teach 011r 
hoys aml girl.~ th(· iniporlam'l' and the valne_of a <bl­
lar, h,)w to 111:1kL· all(l -;:1,·l' lll'lllt'Y is the great lesso11 
to hl' ta11ght and ll':nm·d. The imperative demand of 
this age is for practical and L'11rnmo1Hicnse educated 
boys and g·irls; the call is for girls who are at home in 
the kitchen, 1:rnndry, sewing·ri•o111 and in the parlor 
to 111a11ifrst (the cle11H·11ts or ratlil'r) the qualities c,f a 
refined and c11ltnrerl woman--thl' call is for boys who 
can display to al\ adYantage their intellectual genius 
at the plow, with the hoe, :s:1w,hammcr, plane, pick 
anclshwcl; in the machine-shop:, etc. if necessary, then 
in the parlor exhibit the attributes of an educated 
gentleman, able to write and speak his mother-tongue 
correctly; to be able to take part in the affairs of his 
government intellig-ently. 

\Ve believe only in that system of imlustrial edu­
cation that has mixed with it independent mental in­
vestigation, right ethical exhibitions, proper social re­
lations and the combination of all the forces capable of 
developing the entire man, the head, l1eart and the 
hand-intelligent labor will do more to maintain th~ 



!'sat ion's strengths of c'1aract':r than inklligcncc n1a11i­
frsted in any othl'r way, 

The idea of laho:· hl·i11g dislwnor.dile is a fake opin­
ion of the lazy who ha,-e intoxicated thousands with 
the \'vine of sluthfnlnt.·s~-. Learn now th:tt the grandest 
t!11: wisest, the most congl'uial an(l 11sd11l mt·u are 
found at the work hench, in the fwlcl, in the mine,, etc, 
de -you ha\'e hr1t tu read thl' lin•.-.; of such men as 
Dauid :\. l'.iyne, Frederick l louglass, Ccmgc Lnw, 
the farmer, S. F. '.\Iorsc:, ( :t•orgc Stephcuson, Li11col11, 
(;arfield, Price, Brown, Sc,,rhoro11gh, l lood, .lay ( ;011ld 
Cor11t·li11s \'amlerhilt, lsai:1h C. \,'.'ears, l'. A. white 
to be convinced of this fact. 

All honorable labor is dignified by intclligcncl'. 
Forget it not that among trade::-mc11 arc nnmber. 

ed philosophers, poets, theologia11s, f1octors, scientists 
and men of wonderful ingenuity-tht'. inventor of the 
compass, the printing press, the steamboat, 
machine and engine, etc, etc. are not the work of 
dull minds and unskilleil hands but of well trained 
minds and hand;:. It is foolhardiness on the part of 
some to antagonize industrial education of the mass­
es of any people and eyery time they exhibit their ig­
norance of sociology and the facts of comparative h:s­
tory of commercial and material', spcial and religious, 
ethical and christia11 development of the most highly 
civilized nations and races of the last Hl00 years which 
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informs us that intelligeut workmen clothed their nat­
ions races with the material Nhich gives them ptrpet­
ual existence of the best type of civilization. 

This question of industrial education is not simply 
to interest the Negro while it is too true that he 
stands in greater need of it than any other, but to 
all peoples-The strength, character and stability of 
a people are determined notby the amount of Greek 
and Latin its members can read and problems in 
mathematics, they can solve but by the number of 
its members that can intelligently do the best me• 
chanical work, and gives life and vitality to the pro­
fessional meu and women of that people who guard 
with peculiar jealousy the common interest of the 
masses by seeing that they h~.ve the best modern facil­
ities for intelligent instruction of their heads, hearts, 
and bands. 

Christ, our Redeemer and His holy Apostles have 
taught us by examples and words the great necessity 
and dignity of manual or industrial education. In 
fact, it has ever been the motto of the human family. 
Labor is honorable and dignified. 



'l'HE AM HR.KAN NEGRO 

PAST AND PRESENT OF THE NE(~RO IN 
AMERICAN POLITICS. 

S8 

The Negro race is entirely unrepresented in either 
branch of the present Congress, and I cannot recall a 
Negro Senator, Representative, or state officer in any 
of the northern states. For the full period of a gen~ 
eration, with a single brief exception, the Negro was 
represented in one or both branches of our national 
J.,egislature, but he is now retired and apparently with­
out hope of reasserting himself as a factor in national 
legislature. 

The story of the rise and fall of the Negro in politics 
is one of the most interesting of the many strange 
chapters of our national history during the last gen­
eration. When reconstruction came after the sur­
render of the Confederate army only a few of the more 
radical leaders of the Republican party contemplated 
universal Negro suffrage in the South, and had Lin­
coln lived it certainly would not have been attained. 
lt was only when the strong Republican House and 
Senate came in direct conflict with President Johnson 
that it was found to be necessary to enfranchise the 
Negro and disfranchise the Confederates to a large ex­
tent to accomplish reconstruction on a basis that 



'I'll E l'OSSI 1\1 l.l'l'l ES Of 

promised th: nrnst<'.1')' of l{cpuhlican powt r in tht' 
South. I btlieve that Lincoln would have rcco11struet­
ed the South without 1111iversat Negro snfl'rnge and 
a nrnjmity of the southern states Repnhlic,111, but 
when the issne came between Cnngress and .]ohllson 
the radical element of \.h<'. Republican ieallcrship was 
d ouhly a1111ed, hy Jol111st,1J ap(:st:icy, i11 the effort to 
force unin'.rsal suffrage in the South, and it created a 
political llWstery whose record is one of the most 
fearful blemishes in the annals of the republic. 

DISFRA!'\Cl'.ISEll B\' REl'l'BLH.'ANS. 

Universal ?\egro suffrage was first established in the 
Dist~·ict of Columbia, where Congress has supn.:me 
ant lrnrit y, and a territorial government organized 
with legislative authority chosen largely by the en• 
franchised freedmen. A very few years made it an 
imperative 11ecessity for congress to disfranchise the 
entire people. I happened to be present in the gal­
lery of the Senate when Senator Morgan, the ablest 
all-round leader of the Rept1blican party, made his 
final appeal against the passage of the • bill repealing 
the right of suffrage ·iu the District of Columbia. He 
was a man of broad, practical ideas, and he fold the 
Senate in plain terms that the disfranchisement of 
the Negro in the District of Columbia would be hut 
the beginning of the end, as thereafter Congress 
could make no accusation against the Southern states 
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for taking the same action. His appeal was unavail­
ing, as he well knew, anri the same Republican au­
thority that had enfranchised the Negro under the 
shadow of the capitol of the nation was compelled to 
declare that his disfranchisement had bee( me an im­
perious necessity to protect property and maintain so­
cial order. 'l'he Southern states, which have, by in­
genious constitutional devices, practically disfranchis­
ed the Negro, have simply followed the teaching of a 
Republican Congress and President, whid1 disfran­
chised him in the capital city. The general newspa­
per reader of the present day knows little of the deep 
and widespread prejndice among the early Repttbli­
cans against universal suffrage for the Negro. The 
prejudice against the • black man was as strong in the 
North as in the South. With all the earnest efforts 
of the Republicans to give the Negro freedom and all 
his legal rights, they have shunned him as a political 
associate, and shuddered at his fellowship in official 
position. • 

It is now more than a generation since the Negro 
was declared the equal of the white man before the 
law in every section of the Union, and in every North­
ern state the Negroes, as a rule, have voted solidly and 
uniformly for the Republican party; but not a'• single 
Negro has been electtd to Congress in any Northern 
state; none have been elected to any state office in the 
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North, with the single exception of one of the West­
ern shaes, where a Negro was elected to a subordinate 
office, falling many thousands behind hi,; ticket, and 
l can recall but two instances in which the Negro has 
been elected to any Northern Legislature-one i!:l 
Massachusetts and one in Ohio. 

In Philadelphia, where the colored voters held the 
balance of power between the parties for twenty years, 
the highest position to which any one has been elect­
ed was that of councilman, and only one reached that 
distinction. The first Negro placed on· the police 
in Philadelphia was appointed by Democratic Mayor 
King fully twenty years after the Republicans had 
proclaimed the entire equality of both races before the 
law, and in the enjoyment of civil rights. In one or 
two instances Republicans of Pennsylvania have placed 
a wealthy Negro on the electoral ticket, being the on­
ly place where oue of that race could be safely nomi­
nated, and today there are more colored teachers em­
ployed by the single state of South Carolina than are 
employed in the public schools of all the Northern 
states of the Union. 

It was not until the 7th of December, 1868, that 
the first Negro applied for admission into Congress. 
There was a vacancy in the Second district of Louis­
iana, and at the general election of November 3, 1868, 
J Willis Menard, a resident of New Orleans, was cer­
tified by Governor Warmoutb as elected to fill the 

I 
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vacancy. The House was largely Republican, but 
the idea of admitting a Negro into Congress threw 
many of the Republican members into a hysterical 
condition. They could not frankly oppose him be­
cause he was a Negro, and they made a microscopical 
examination of the regularity of his credentials. He 
was allowed to be heard in defense of his own case, 
as is common in such cases, and thus became the first 
of his race whose voice was heard on the floor of the 
House of Representatives; but his certificate was re­
jected by an overwhelming majority, and the Repub­
lican leaders breathed more freely because they had, 
for at least a season, escaped the fellowship of a black 
man in the councils of the nation. Menard was one 
of the most accomplished of his race, a college gradu­
ate, and had rendered creditable service to the govern• 
ment, but three years after the close of the war that 
had been fought for the freedom of the black man a 
Republican Congress was unwilling to accept even 
one of the most creditable of his race to membership. 

FIRST NEGRO IN CONGRESS. 

In less tban two y~ars the Negro again knocked 
for admission into Congress, and this time be stood at 
the door of the Senate. In January, 1870, Hiram 
R. Revells, a full-blooded Negro, and a man of much 
more than common ability and unblemished integrity, 
was elected to the Senate to fill an unexpired term by 
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the Mississippi Legislature. • It was accepted as the 
irony of fate that this Negro leader should be chosen 
to fill the vacancy in the United St,1tes Senate that 
had been created hy the resignation of Jefferson Davis, 
at the beginning of the war. Mr. Revells was a 
Methodist minister, and highly respected as one of the 
most prominent and useful of the colored leaders of 
the South. On the 25th day of January. five days af• 
ter his election, he appeared in Washington, and the 
Republican leaders of the first legislative tribunal of 
the nation were in consternation at the threatened ad­
vent of the Negro in the Senate. The Senate was 
overwheh,1ingly Republican. but· many of the party 
leaders made exhaustive study to find some reasonable 
excuse for refusing the stat to Revells. It was not 
until a month after he had given his credentials to 
Senator Wilson of Massachusetts that Wilson felt safe 
in presenting them to the body, and moving tha·t 
Revells be sworn as a Senator. An animated debate 
followed, occupying three days, in which Republican 
Senators invented many excuses for rejecting the cre­
dentials with the Negro behind them; but on the 25th 
of February Charles Sumner delivered one of the 
ablest speeches of his life in defense of the rights of 
the Negro, resulting in the admission of Revells by 
a decided majority. Thus on the 25th of February, 
1870, the first Negro entered our national Legislature 



THE AMERICAN NEGRO 61 

when Hiram R. Revells was qualified as Umted States 
Senator, and during his term of little more than one 
year he enjoyed the solitude that was broken by very 
few of his fellow Senators in social intercourse even 
on the floor of the Senate. 

I met Senator Revells when he was a member of 
the Senate, and was very much interested in him as 
the first representative of his race in our national 
Congress. He was a man of rather imposing pres­
ence, sr:verely unassuming, and unusually intelli)?;ent. 
He was sincerely devoted to the elevation and im­
provement of his race on the highest lines of advance 
ment, and he probably did more than any one of his 
race in his day in smoothing the thorny pathway for 
his people in the South. A notable illustration of the 
general public sentiment in the North on the subject 
of the Negro as a national legislator was given in 
Philadelphia soon after Revells' admission to the 
Senate. He sndd~rJy rose to a national fame as the 
first black man to become a national law-maker, and 
he delivered lectures in many sections of the country, 
which were largely attended. Among other invita­
tions he received and accepted was one to lecture in 
Philadelphia in the Academy of Music, but when ap­
plication was made for the use of the academy the 
managers of that institution were thrown into hys• 
terics at the suggestion of bringing a Negro on its 
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platform, and Revells was refused the right to speak 
there. Of course, it was not announced that the 
academy was refused because Revells was a Negro 
but it was none the les.,; the truth. 'fhe Black Swan 
was allowed to warble her sweet notes on the same 
platform, b11t she was not a political factor, and her 
coming did not mean political fellowship, but the ad­
vent of the Negro Senator was a living object lesson 
of equal rights for the black man, 

Ten years after Revells1 retirement from the St:n­
ate I visited the capitol of Mississippi, and there met 
the fate Senator George who was then Senator-elect, 
with the Governor of the state and a numbe>: of other 
prominent officials. I was equally surprised a·rid grat­
ified to hear from them that ex-Senator Revells was 
doing a great work in Mississippi as president of a 
co}lege for colored students, and that he was very 
highly respected, and his work was so well appreciat­
ed that the state of Jefferson Davis, who was then liv­
"ing, contributed annually and liberally to maintain 
the institution. Revells continued in that work un­
til his death, and he lived to see Blanche K. Bruce, of 
his own race, represent his state in the Senate, with 
half a dozen or more Negro Representatives in the 
House. Bruce entered the Senate in 1875, served a 
full term, and afterward was made register of the 
treasury. He had a more rosy pathway than his pre-
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decessor in the Senate, as the Negro was no longer 
shunned as a pest in the councils of the nation. 
Since Bruce's retirement in 1881 the colored race has 
been without representation in the Senate. 

With the appearance of Revells in the Senate came 
two Negro representatives-Joseph R. Rainey of 
South Carolina, who was admitted without question, 
and Jellerson F. I.,ong of Georgia, who filled an un• 
expired ter-tn of little m-:nc than a month, and who 
was the only Negro ever chosen to either branch of 
Congress in that state. From the time of the appear• 
ance of Rainey in the Forty- First Congress the N eg-ro 
has served in one or both branches until the close of 
the last Congress, with the single exception of the 
Fiftieth Congress, when it happened that the colored 
race was without representation. 

South Carolina had the most brilliant galaxy of col­
ored leaders of any state in the South, and the Negro 
never had such opportunities to prove his ability to 
exercise high official authority and to vindicate his 
race. I spent part of the winter of 1870 in Columbia, 
the capital of the state, for the purpose of completing 
an air railway line to South Carolina, and I was 
brought into very close connection with the authori­
ties of the state. The Governor was a weak white 
man-weak in intellect, more than weak in integrity, 
and the plaything of a coterie of spoilsmen. Cardosa 



6!i TllE J>OSSinILI'r!E~ OF 

a highly ed11catetl Negro, and long a minister in Mas~­
achusetls, was 'l'n~asmer of the state, nm! cerlainly he 
lllt'ant to t1sc all his efforts to maintain a thoroughly 
creditable administration, h11t lw had lit.tie enconrage­
ment from t·ithl'r the whites or the blacks around him, 
Of all the white state officbls, Secretary Chamberlain, 
afterward, Gon-rnor, \Vas the ouly one who seemed to 
appreciate the opportunity ami the rluty to restore a 
great commonwealth to some measnre of prospei;ity. 
With Cardos,t were l{ainey and SnJJ.lls, an<l Nash and 
Elliott, and l'nr\'cs, who hore an honored Philadelphia 
name, and \\'hipper, and \Vriglit, then a Supreme 
j11dge 1 and Delaney and Boseman. I met them fre­
quently, arnl se,·t'ral tirnes in general conference, for 
e\'ery intertst with which I was identified wonld be 
aide<l or hill(kred by good or bad local government. 

FAILl"RES I;>; SOt:Tll CAROLINA. 

Tbioi cirele ot Negro leadrrs pc,ssei-sed an mrnsnal 
mcasnre of i11tt>1lectnal forc-t>. Cardosa was thorough­
ly cultured; Raiuey served longer in Congress than 
any other Negro of our history, and maintained him­
self creditably in point of ability; Elliott was the most 
brilliant of all, and later startled the country by his 
reply to Stephens, ex-Vice President of the Confeder­
acy, on the floor of the House, and proved himself a 
foeman worthy of the steel of the able Southern lead­
er; Dela~ey won college honors in Ohio, and boldly 
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struggkd for honest government nntil tht' last hope 
perished, arnl lkscman who wantu1 to make a credit• 
able record for his rac.!, finally ga\·e up the battle an<l 
ne:-tlul d >w11 as postmaster of Charleston. True, the 
environment of these Negro leaders gave little en­
eourag~ment tJ those who songht to makt: rhe go\·vrn­
ment of South Carolina distinguished as an illustra­
tion of the ability and inteRrity of a Negr,) ruler. i\ 11 
of them were i111poverished 1 au I they soon s:\w prufli­
gacy and demoralization around them on every side. 
One by one they faltered and fell, with very rare ex­
ceptions, and today fonr of them are convicts in the 
criminal recor<ls of the state, convicted in their own 
courts and by Negro juries, and some of them are hold­
ing department offices in \Vashington. They e~c,ped 
sentence hy the peace .u,iade in lHTi, when the Federal 
at1th01 ities had a number of Son th Carolinians con_ 
vtcted as Kuklnx marauders, and one e,f the Unit(d 
States Senators from the state was a fugitive from jus­
tice. An unwritten compact was made that the Kil· 
klux convicts and the criminals convicted in the state 

I courts should not be called for sentence, and that 
G~neral !{ntler, the representative of the Hampton 

! government, whose election to the Senate was then 
l contested, should be admitted to the Senate. Such in 
\, brief is the story of Negro opportunity aud Negro 

failure 1t1 South Carolina. 
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Three of these South Carolina Negroes were dect­
ed and promptly admitted to the Forty-Second Con­
gress, viz., Rainey, Elliott, and De l.arge. Rainey 
served five terms in Congress, and Elliott when in 
his second term resigned his seat to accept a more 1 u­
crative local office. In 1873 John R. Lynch, another 
prominent Negro, appeared as a member of Congress 
from Mississippi, and was one of seven Negroes in that 
body. He was elected for three consecutive terms, 
and I saw the rapidly growing tolerance of the Repub­
lican leaders for Negro political fellowship very im 
pressively portrayed at the Chicago Republican nation• 
al convention in 1884. When the chairman of the 
national committee called the body to order one of the 
youngest members arose and in a speech of singular 
elegance and force nominated Representative Lynch 
as temporary chairman. In presenting this nomina­
tion the young orator said that it was "a fitting thing 
for us to choose to preside over the convention one of 
that race whose right to sit within these walls is due 
to the blood and treasure so lavishly spent by the 
founders of the Republican party." Mr. Lynch was 
promptly and unanimously elected, and the young or­
ator who thus presented the first Negro to preside over 
a national oonvention, and the only one of his race 
who has ever been in charge of such a body was The­
odore Roosevelt, now President of the United States. 
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The Forty Fourth Congress brought two Negroes 
into the House who became conspicuous in the polit­
ical movements of their party. They were Jerry Har­
oldson of Alabama and Robert Smalls of South Caro­
lina. Haroldson's service was brief, but be was long 
a potent political factor in his state, and gained thrift 
by his shrewd and always close dealings in the sale of 
of delegations from his state tn national conventions. 
Smalls served six years in Congress, .:end attracted 
much attention because of his heroic act in the ~arly 
part of the war, when he took his family in a boat and 
sailed ont of Charleston harbor to join our blockading 
fleet, after which he rendered very important service 
to the Union cause. He was one of the Sea Island 
slaves of South Carolina, and very illiterate. He took 
no part in Congressional debate, but was an active, en­
ergetic, and in some degree an influential member. 
He was one of the prominent Negro leaders of the state 
who made a sad record in the criminal courts, but 
was saved with others by the universal amnesty of 
1877, and has since been rewarded with important 
Federal positions in his state. 

When Congress met in 1879 the entire Negro Rep­
resentation in the House had been effaced, and Sena· 
tor Bruce alone represented his race in the national 
councils. In the succeeding Congress Smalls and 
Lynch reappeared as Representatives, and in the fol-
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lo.ving Congre.,;s James O'Hura, Representative from 
North Caroiina. was the only Nt·g-ro in either branch 
of the National Legislatnre. He was defeated for re­
election to the Fiftieth Congress, and no Negro was 
elected in either Honse or Senate from any state, thus 
leaving that Congress without a single Negro repre­
sentati\'e in either branch. In the Fifty-First Con­
gress, the Negro appeared again in Repre~enta1.ive 
John l\l. Langston of Virginia; 1'hotna:~ E. Miller of 
South Carolina, and Henry C. Cheatham of North 
Cu-.>lina. In the Fifty-Second Co:1gn:ss Cheatham 
was the sole representative of his race, as was George 
W. Murray of South Carolina in the Fifty-Third and 
Fifty.Fourth C0ngrcsses, and George H. White of 
North Carolina served in alone of his race in the Fif­
ty-Fifth and Fifty-Sixth. Thus ended the record of 
the Negro as a national legislator. 

l'RESI<:N'l' CONDITION OF NEGRO, 

The Negro is at present retired from high official 
pos1t1on. \Vil I that retirement be permaneuf? • I see 
nothing in the p:-esent political conditions to warrant 
the hope that the Negro will at any time i11 the near 
future become a political factor in national affair;;. 
He is practically di~franchised in all of the Southern 
states, where his numerical powt.•r would give him po­
litical tontrol, and he has made no progress in politi­
cal advancement in any of the Northen states, strong-
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ly. and ra<lic.illy Republican as many of them are. As 
a rule the enfranchisement of the Negro has not ele­
vated him or inspired him to the Kreat work of e<lncat­
iug and ennobling the race. There are verv ma11y 
most creditable exceptions, but the great mass of the 
colored vote in our Northen cities is a mere commer­
cial commodity, and that has marl~ the elevation of 
cultured and highly respected Negroes to honored po­
litical positions next to impossible. If this discredit. 
able con<lition were confined to the black race it woulct 
be an iueffaceahle reproach upon the Negro, hut it is 
only just to say that in his debauchery of the sacred 
elective franchise the black man is only an imitator 
of his white politic.11 associates. From the present 
outlook it seems to be clearly indic:>.ted that the mis­
sion of the Negro is ended as a political factor in high 
official trust. 
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LABOR THE KEY TO SUCCESS. 

The one cry to-day is true labor; well trained hands 
as well as brain. We can not afford to he quiet when 
the subject of industrial education is brought before 
ns. We are too dormant to the subject that means 
success, strength and mental development. No 
thoughtful man or woman can proceed to do a piece 
of work without mental calculation, and mind dis­
patches messages quickly to the hands and if the lat­
ter are not trained what an unfit subject for holding a 
position. We can not all do what a Booker T. Wash­
ington has done but the principles carried out in his 
large industrial plant may be thoroughly endorsed. 
It is necessary to-day in all schools to have a thorough 
training in domestic sciences as in grade work. Not 
theory but actual work. See that when taught to 
cook, sew, clean house and launder cloth~s that they 
actually do the work, criticise and let not any step go 
unnoticed by teachers. Mark in accordance with 
work done. Giv~ a diploma when all sciences have 
been completed ant1 a certificate when only trained in 
special subjects. Adult classes should be formed at 
nights for wot.1en who are anxious to be accmplisbed 
in one science or more if time will permit. I think 
the Young Women's Christian Association is doing 
much along this line. We must encourage work and 
proper training with our youth, for too msmy havt> 
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the false idea about the domestic sciences .. lt is 
ilij4011orable calling if a woman may be fitted for all 
kinds of domestic sciences and yet has a well treasur• 
d mind of intellect and nses both 10 the best advan­

tage:- Such a one is a credit to her race as well as 
her parents and ancestors for they were deprived of 
receiving any learning. Industrial training is the on 
thing, if properly imb'.led in the youth's mind which 
will strengthen the nnral standing of the coming gen• 
erations. The man or woinan who can do a peice of 
work well an<l who is not'only confined to one trade 
or profession is the one who truly seeks a high stand­
ard for his motto. He h"i-lJlob·.time to indulge in 
frivolities of any kind but m'1tsl learn more concern­
ing his work. One step leads to a higher one until 
perfection is nearly if not completely reached. All 
those who are early trained in industrial work need 
not think they will be teachers of the same, but a 
woman who can manage her own home and 
keep what is brought in will be worthy of all that 
may be given or done for her. We must be awake 
to our younger generation's welfare for the redemp­
tion lies in their training. Teachers it:1 our schools 
should bring before them the importance of learning 
a trade and that with any trade the intellectual knowl­
edge will only fit them better for their work and put 
them on a higher basis with the average industrial 
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ly trained man or woman. The liberal-minded Can­
ca3ian thinks the Negro has done much for self-ag­
grandiz~nH·nt within the last quarter of a century. 
True, he has, for the opportunities he has had bnt 
that shonld not cause him to stop. 

We are in a new centnry. Evolution is stn,ngcr 
than it has ever been and demands greater and more 
thorough training in order to obtain the most menial 
occup.1tion that a few year:- back c<mld be held by the 
most untrained person. Surely if a man can make 
five do\lars do what another won\cl take twenty-five t, 
do we wonld prefer the first and jnst as great a com­
parison may be given with the trained and untrained 
man or woman of to-day. 
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\IRS. E. RICKS DEMBY, G.N. 

l\frs. E Ricks Demby was born in Cleveland, Ohio, 
and received her early education in the public schools 
of Cle\·eland. In JSH0 she entered Oberlin academ­
ical department and remained two years. Sickness 
prcve11ted her from finishing at Oberlin. She entered 
"Lncy W1:bb Hayes Deaconess Schoo1" in Washing­
ton, D. C .. in 1893, being the first young colored wo­
man to he admitt~d. From there she entered Freed.­
mens Hospital and graduated in the pioneer class 
18\Hi as a trained nurse. She spent five years in pri• 
vate work, traveling quite a good deal. In 1902 she 
was sup1:rintendent in Douglas Hospital Kansas City, 
Kansas. From there she was called to Tnskeg-.:e, 
where she remaint:d until June 1902, returning to her 
home a11d in September she became the wife of Rev. 
Father E. T. Demby. Mrs. Demby has Leen a phil­
anthropic worker in all charitable institutions she 
could help and her one thought has been from an 
arly ag·e bow best she could help to enlighten and 
how our boys and girls, men and women how to live 
conomical and industrious live!':. 
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ADDRESS OF HON. JOSIAH T. SETTLE, 

Delivered at the Receptio11 Given Admiral and .: Dewey, at 
the Auditorium, at Memphis, Tennessee, May 7th 1900. • 

On a bright May morning two years ago there came 
from out the ocean mist an untriod naval squadron, 
mirroring in the rippling waves the flag of the mis­
tress of the Western world, the lustre of whose shin­
ing stars has never been dimmed by dishonor or defeat, 
seeking in Manila Bay the naval pride and power of 
Spain. I.,oyal bearts at home bea(high and fast with 
alternating fear and hope, as with bated breath they 
awaited the news from across the sea. When every 
ship in perfect order, under a command which seemed 
almost it•spired, had executed its orders, and every 
ship of the Spanish fleet was disabled at the bottom 
or in flames, from out the din and smoke of battle there 
arose a colossal figure, calm and majestic, cool and 
self~reliant, the highest and grandest embodiment o 
duty done in the history of this country; a naval hero, 
the splendor and brilliancy of whose achievemen 
have writlen on the eternal tablet of fame, far abov 
the names of Von Tromp and Nelson, Farragut an 
Porter, the immortal name of Admiral George Dewey 
the hero 'Of Manila, and the pride of his grateful coun 
try. From that May morning until now bis name an 
fame have been on every tongue in every land, an 
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as he journeyed home from more than half-way ronnd 
the world, in every clime and land through wnich he 
came he '.\•as welcomed and honored as was never na­
val hero before. And when, home at last, his gallant 
flagship lay anchored in the bay of the second citv of 
the world, her teeming millions were mad with j,)y 
and impatience to do such honor to the> hero of :'lta­
nila as was never shown mortal m{n before; anrl it 
can be trnley s:lid that sn~!1 nnlimited dispL1y of loy­
al affection and costly magnificence as New York gave 
the home-returning hero wa, gre.1ter than was ever 
shown before to any other man. And so, at the cap­
ital of hi<; country, were his honors increased and 
magnified, an-i every city or little hamlet throngh 
which he g,1es makes his coming and his going an 
epoch in the history of the place. ,\n,l when he 
comes at last to th~ metropol:s of the South, who3e 
fame for chivalric hospitality extend-, ul'\"\lTHi its lim­
its, when greatest and most :listing-11ist1t'd sons and 
daughters have op;ned their hearts au(l homes to him 
and his peerle,s bride; when th~y would jewel every 
moment of his stay wi:h a joy, :rnd almo~t shed tears 
of regret that tl10se precious mome11ts are ~o few; 
\vhen in the milst of this anxiety for each moment 
of his time, and with the memory of the great huuors 
bestowed npon him by the great people and cities of 
the world, we feel more greatful tlia:1 words of mine 
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can tell that the greatest and most honored nav.:d 
hero who e\·er lived should have the desire and take 
the time to be, for one hriel hour, 011r g-utst. \Ne will 
treasure this hour as a bright and ple.1sant ep()ch in 
the history of our race: and we de~ire to assure yon 
that nowhere in this patriotic lane! of onr,, and nmoug· 
110 element of our composite uatio:iality, will you find 
a more loyal devotion to the flag, a bro.1tkr, deeper or 
more genuine patriotim1, than am,mg the colored 
Americans here in our sweet, t1ower-scented South. 

Though we constitute the minority i,~ most thing,. 
iu loyalty and patriotism we feel that we are in the ma­
jority; for from the beginning o{ onr country's histon 
until now we have given more to that co1rntry in pro­
portion to what we haYc received ( excepting onr 
emaucipation ), than any other element of Americn-
1sm, In the war of the revolution we had our heroes 
who have written their names high upon the scroll of 
fame with thdr blood; and when the fate of our coun­
try lnmg trembling in the balance we showed our 
patriotism at Wagner, Sumpter, Petersburg and Oli 

many other bloody fields. And in the war with Spain 
the gallentrv of our black troops at Santiago is a part 
of the history of that war; and I am told that on al 
most e...,·ery fighting craft that floats our flag there ar 
members of our race; that even in the battle of Ma 
nila Bay thtre were bhck men fighting on your ship. 
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\Ye feel a pleasnrc and a pride in the fact that they 
ha\·e alwa\s bn•n f111111<1 loyal, hravt' a11cl lntl', 

It is, hr,we\'er, in tlw walks of civil life that we 

would ha\'e you know 11s hcst. in the thini of a cen­
turv \\'e l1ave gro\\'tl front four niillic1ns to a1mo~t 
ten; from being taxed nurseln·s as chattel property to 
a raet~ payin~ taxe-.; 0!1 tlt'arh a billion dollars worth 
1,! property; fio111 a sdwollcss rnet· to owners of many 
thou,.ands of sciHlllls wiii1 more than a million ~chi J. 
ar!':, with hmH1n·rls of iml11sti-ial schools whcte en·rv 
farnlty of mind and lwart and hand is cknlopnl i1110 

mef11l11es!"; frnm a ho111clt ss ran• we have grown lo he 
a race with lwmcs; ftom a rnce 11f unskilled labort·ts 
we today han· men iu en,ry trade a1Hl c-a1ling who, 
here in the South at 1ea:-t, find employment for tllt'ir 
t:ilents. In all the learn{'(i profes .. ion-. we ha,·e 011r 

rt'p·est>ntati\'es, who are s11cc-essfnllv measuring in­
te11ectnal arm, with competitc,r,; in e,·ny other race. 
We are fixtmes in this lanrl of ours, watered with onr 
blood and !rnltowe<l with onr graws; and we feel that 
in the beant.itnl arch of humanity that !'-pans Ameri-

1 c:iu freedom, compo~erl as it is of as many uationali-
1 fas as there are colors in the rainbow, God in his 

I wi~rlom has gin:n us a pla;;.e; and that in that arch 

I o. n no element can the future of our country rest with 
gteater reliance and security than that which repre-

1 srnts the colored American. It is he, through 

I 
I., 
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hb tepresC'ntatives, "ho won kl this l'\·ening de with 
all oth,·r- : :1 showing his Ion· and ndmirnti .. 11 fm tlit~ 
grt.,'. A, 1111,1.d who is our cit,':- gut•st. He is 11nt 

onlv the~:, .. :, st sailor ,-.h<> nt·r lin·«l, hut it ran 
trnl\' he said th.it ..f him wh.1t can he s1iil nf 
110 other-\w i-; a .; 11,.,r-sl 1lt.'~111111. I 11 J.1ckso-1 .111 I 
(;rant '.H· had ,-,11dit·r-sut,·s1ne11, bnt rn·,t•r lwf11r(' J,,i-; 
thi-; CO\l!ltry had cmlH,,li,·d i11 I he l'l'l~i•II .. r li1·1 grt at· 
(•st :\<lt11iral the li\:l,t ,-\ :ti'.«l lit·st q11:11iti1,- d t 1 ,. 

st.1tesma11. His sp!t--11did 111:11'.agt me11t 1,f the 1111,,-1 

i11tril'a\c.: ,rnd tklic:1t\- qm·,ti,,11,; .,f ,hp'.nm:1c aftn i11t· 

hattlt.• of \la11ila g,n·,· l1i111 th1: liighe,-t place a111011g 
diplomats and st.1tes11H.'ll. D11ri11!: thl' time he com­
manded \lanila HaY, aw,1iti11t• tht• rnming of la11<l 
fo:·ce;;, the very lii~ht·st tvp·,· ,if thl· s•:ate.;;man was n•­
quirc(l to kt'<'p the conntn free from illtt'l!Htional en­
tanglemt'nls: and l,e it said tn his c\·t0 rlasti11g ho11or 
that he never mark a mi-take, but showed himst:lf as 
capahle of commanding- the ship of state and piloting 
her around the rocks and shoals of intrigue and <li• 
plomacy as lie carried his fighting fleet O\'er the tor­
pedoes and around the forts of Manila Hay. 

Through this intrepid bravery aud far-seeing states­
manship 011r flag has been planted in the Orient. and 
the inhabitants of the Philippine archipelago aw:iken­
ed from a semi-civilized lethargy• the cmse of centur­
ies of Spauish rule. These islands will soon hennne 
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a 111.u ket for our fleecy staples; and with om isthmian 
erin,il co111p!ctcil, they will bccoml" the store-hou~e oi 
the East; and whc·n the spirit of Amctican prngress 
has 1-,upplanted Sp:iuish ignorance and oppression in 
those islands, and their n.!,-llltrccs are dcvelopcd, may 
they 11ot ri~e to a pl.we in the family of natinns rival­
in>,? their neighbor, the Japanese empirl'; in the glory 
of their army and the ubiquity of their com111erct-? 

'l'hc man who is our guest this ~venrng: taught the 
wc1rld that the Amc1ka11 sailor is the gtt•alesl fighkr 
that sails the seas, and has given the American nav~· 
a place among the greatest of t'.artlt; and in tht• year, 
to come his name will live forever in the hearts of his 
countrymen. and, side by side with \Vashi11gto11 1 Lin 
coin and Orant, adorn the brightest page in his coun­
try's history. When he leaves us we assme him tlut 
he and h,s peerless bride will carry with them the 
best wish,:s and most patriotic devotion of onr lorn! 
hearts. For your future we have no fear;;, for the 
craft on which you sail is love, and the hand at the 
helm is hers into which yon placed your heart, and 
the sl'as you sail are those of popular lo\'e and admi­
ra•ion, tilled with isles of ihwers, and en1y laughing 
wavelet of that stormless sea will lning to the ears of 
your pilot and yourself the songs of love and admira­
tion, until at last, with this world's ambitions more 
than gratified, you will :..nchor in the harbor of etcr• 



nal lo\'e . 
. And now as yon leave us, words seem too cold and 

lifeless to prnpetly exprt·.s.s the l'eeling.s of our hearts 
towards yon and yours; bnt, if wonh arc flowery things 
of life, aud vow in rich profo'iion of all aro1111d, 
and I a Horal artist, I'd pluck the rnrest ones that 
grew and \'Jeave them into sweet bouquets and tender 
one to each, aud nsk yon to keep them with yom sou 
\'enirs in fond H·membranct.• of the hour yon1 \·e spent 
w,th us to day. 
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If thL·11· ill 1111ly n11 c 11 11111 livlnJ! wltn fcl' I n p rid t• 111 I 111,: o c ( 

111 nrl • 111 11 11, thnl u11c i11dlvfrl1111I ho11ld he Re\ , llc 11 ry Alli ,011 . 
'l'h1111gh hnrn II ii la,· nut! 1<i11 r c thnt cvt·11Lf11I t i111f', fnr ·c hy circ11111. 

~IIIIICC/l I l l ., nrk i11 11lt•111I o r ► llfl l 'I IIJ! he• rn11c l 'hc11i. lil; c i11 hip cho I' ll 

)'rnf •~qio11 , lk i-crv.:dhl11c 1111try d11 ri111-{ lhc dv il wnr mlwn11 h1111or, 
11 hl,v ol hwhnrgc•d ut 1'1111' lll11fT, Ar\: . in 1800. If 11 111,·c•d tn llli1111i11 
111 18{17 n11d d 11 r l11 J! thr foll llwl11 J.! y1·nr •11t1·rcrl the 111i11i11tr.v. ll c•v. 
,l lisn11 t' t1 j 11 yi: the dii; tl 11cl fo11 nf hn\'i11 ~r f1111111l cd n• d pn~torl'rl th ir-

teen ch11 rl'i1l'II , th ' 1110 l pro111i11c11t l1CiOJ! the F inll l\llssio11 nry Lln11• 
ti11t ch11 rl'l1, corn r l wt•lf1 h 1111<1 W nlnut 11trcct, of whi h he is now 
J111 '1lnr. ll1• wni; 11111dc ru1u r of lhc Mu1111t 11\ c U 1pli11L 1\ lll'lc i.1111111 
uenrly l'it,: hLce11 y nrn, 11 11'1 two yenrn n 111c111lwr of tht' t'l ty co1111c·il 
of l.m·ejt ,y, 1111110 111. T, v. All lr.un hnn hcr n n . 11 ccri,isful 111i11i 1r1. 
111111 d11 rl11 i.: hi lw 11ly three yeors iu the work hnct bnpti, cd nwr 
t '-:> th1>11Mn111l 011lrr, 
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"'l'hl· pn,spL·rit\· uf a vo:ititry depl•11ds1 not on thl' 
ahnndann· oi its rt'1·u11tl·~, tl(lr 011 tht· i-tteugth of its 
fortiticatiun, rn11 <'II the h,a11t\' of it::; -puhlk buildi11g; 
hnt it co11sists in th,: nt1111h1..r of its c11ltivt1tt.~d citizens, 
m its 11a·11 "f vd1n:atill11, t 11iighte11111ent ~md charnctct; 
hl'ft.• ate fu11nd to h1· it,, ltne itilt'n:st, its chitf strength 
and it, tt·al pnwn. •• The 11larest cunnt·ction in life 
aflt•r the nuptial nnion, i-. that whkh sub~ist ln:twN·11 
parents a11t.l c:lllda·u. Thl' duties arising f1, 1111 this 
nnion; mt· twufo!d, hl'ing kmpor,ll and spnitn:Jl. I 
wish to say bdorc going any furth1.:r-tltat thest.• duti<$ 
cannot he looked aftt:r hy auy Oil(' except God be 
with them. Among the great dnties of parents is to 
accustom tht·ir children tot he influences of Gorl; ahov~ 
all otht•r,.; this dnty i:-. incumbc-ut upon all parents. I 
mui;t admit that we as a race are tral!eling with books 
and papers each seeking for worldly honor~, each 
wishin1-! to Rain the attention of this world, l i-ay "go 
on." 1•H11t in aH thy wayi ackuow!edge him." The 
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'.\q.:-to r,l\'l', I!', now <"!'\ i:1g !,H lll•ll'l', bt·ttt•r, and con­
s,:~•ratt·d 111otl11.·1:;. Thl· (>Ill' gn·at 111,11hll' to-day j,, 

1lw pan•ot,., ~t·l:•11111gl\' 1'•t;.:l't till' ,troll).!, ohligatiuns h, 
which lht·y .Ill' l,,,\lnd 1 .. , lhl· l'hri-,t- likt~ pnfornuuw, 
ui tl1t·i1 d11tit•:,; to,\atd th, ir d1ildrt·11. ( ;od, in hi, 0,,1 

wa, oi 1<·plt:11i~hi11g thi.- 1·,1rth; trnkv llll',llll that \\ ,. 
;is l'all'llh !->ht111l 1,·,11 1111r t·h1l1l1e11, shonl<l pn·pare ft,1 

1ht·111 whih.• wt· f:ve. In ordtr that they might prow 
a bh·s~i11g l\l 11,-nut ()111' to us ll\lt humanity. 'l'hl' 
1·0111litiu11s of aiL1i1~ in th,· rnrnl di,triet~ a11d fllso i1: 

111,rny :m,tatH't'S i11 ,,ur L11g1· l'itit·~ a1t· Ct'tlai11ly-if 11,,, 

now- gPing to 1•ro1·e a curse lo our race. Dear n•adi:r. 
kt lilt' a,sist ~011 in your ,·0111m11nity-Tl'll your neigh 
li11r to "l'l·k Chti!'>t ti11d him, there walk in hill\ 

agai11, ttll tht"lll to kad1 Chri~t in tht·ir home, t,, 

le.in1 tln ir d1ild1t n how to W\Hk; alHlve this, how t,, 

~rend tlair earnings. \'r,n can tell tlwm; thl·ir chil, 1 

n·n if not propt·rly cart·d for, while tht.>y live, their 

t·hildn·n will he paupers in thi!! worid; an 1 paupers i11 
t·tt>rnity. The ••Lord e!-lahli~hed a testimony in Jacc,\, 
and appointed a law in Israel which ht· commamlt,l 
our Fathers that they should make them known t, 

their chi~rlren. that th: generations to come migL 

know them, even the children which should he horn: 
who shonld arise and declare their children; that tht·. 
might set their hope in (~od, and uot forget the work. 
of God., bnt keep his commandments. 
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Tl!E Al'o!ERll'.•\N Nl!td~n 1/lil 

A!c!ain, 11.1t11r,1l affe,'ti,111 sh,mld inl11w11,:1.· ,'hristi;111 
p.uents lo he llJurt• concerned :ihout thl· s;ilv.lli1111 of 
tlit:ir childrt:n, Ot1r ,·t•n· ht•in.!.°: in the im,tg(• ,,r lik" 
1wss nf Cnd caus"-'d the eomini.: i11t,1 thi, wnrld "f the 
,;on of l;od. IfCPd so ln\'ed 11s as his childn·11 t,1 
give his son Jt·s11, for ,nn sake whv is it t Ii.It ,w 
,·aunot give our titnt\ moat'\' ,ltld lite f,lr 011r hnmes . 
• \ few chys ago in a n·rtain city tht'l't' w:is an t•kctifr 
win: r•illing- across a culored gt·11tlt.·mau's hn111c', tiw 
gt:ntleman h;1d bet•11 watching the sbek in tlr,.• win• 
fnr some-time lrnt h11si1wss kept him from rt·porting 
thl· .-.lac-k Fin:tlh· nne e,·enini,!' .iust as ht· Ji.id got-
11.'n hon it• ht· hc·a:d a loud en·, a shriek, the mot her 
~toorl cning, sayiug- l!l\' the wirt· is broken, aurl 011r 

L,iy is t·ntan:,:led therein with-out one W()rd the fa­
ther leapt·d from the door to the re~cue of hi~ d1ild. 

He sa\'ed the hoy but lost his own life. , lh 111, lhers 
and father~; there i:s now running acro~s ~·01a home 
the currant of (;od's displeasure. ( lne of yon see and 
know when! the slack is. Oh will :mu 1eport it tn dav 
because on to umrrow yon might save your hoy hut 
give your life. The ministers of our race must learn 
to report the slack, the presses of our race must iearn 

• to report the slack, the leaders of om race must learn 
to report the slack. Father failt-d in this instance tn 
report the slack, mothers must learn to report the 
slack. 
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A small dt'_.!rt't' of natural alketiou whert' lhctt· is 
any p1:1s11asio11 of tlw cenainty of a1wther wm!d, 
mn~t excite an i11tL·1rsl a111n11g thnst· that hH'l' (:111 

race, and i-et• onr fntnre. Tht• gn'<\l 111,•11 r111d w,.n11e11 

of any tact"; wh,1 an~ in tn1th what tht'Y prnks.;; to hl', 
have a ckar Yiew by faith of tlw realities of the world 
to come. 

Again. aptit11dl' fnrms ;111,,tllt'r important s111111p 
for 11w11y to hide lwhind, th.it i:- the o 1d s;1yi11g; I 
tried to taise my hP, right hut hl' n•rtainlv k;1n1t'.d 
evil some other plan·. You l';l!lnnt l·flH't' tht.' good 
impres~ion when prnpnh, and tiim·h· given. \"011 

cannot cffoce the e,·il imptt'ssinn wh,·n prnplrh.' and 
timely given but we as parents are not supposed to 
be asleep to 011r dnt\' toward onr childred, we shnnld 
hegin while the child is in the cradle, by singing, 
praying, reading Cod's word and not so much gos~ip 
about 011r neighbors, h11t a lovely, peaceful and en­
joyable KOssip of "how best to re"r our children, and 
prepare them for God and humanity. Should thi, 

noble opportunity to enroll him in the cradle h,, 
thrown away, all the fotnre methods of im.trncting 
him are likely to be with-out effect. During the 
summer we '.Vatch the ••flies" during the dining hour~. 
But we never watch the "Bies" that will destro, 
and up-set the ~piritual man. 
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Again (;oil is takin~ piu-ticnlar uotil't• of 0111· care 
ior our diildrt~II ht:cause his t•yes were turned upon 
Abraham, and the J4ord said, "shall J hide fro111 

:\bralrnm the thing which 1 do, seeing- that Abraham 
shall l'>ttn·I~· bt·come a mighty nation, and all the na­
ioos of 1.:art:1 shalt ht· blessed in him? For I know 
him, that ht· will cmnmand children and his house 
hold, aftt·r hi111 1• 

Where ever mothers he, 
\Yhert• ever children an•. 

•• I a111 t'\'er with thee.·• 
fie ca11110t he far. 

~lay < : .. d lilt•:-s every Ne/.!IO home, where e,·cr the 
g-ospd 1•f truth is hdng preached, :\lay we all re-

member our Ul't•, ,·1m11g men and young women will 
he jnst what we make them. Help lllt' to save the 
h,ys and giris, hdp moe lo liiL from lht.· streets 0111; 

waif p~r day, l '11 soon have the building eomplete. 

~ 



112 'rll F. l'USSJHILITIES OF 

IH.) IH)Sl'(ll'I l' l'Rl lG NOST IC AT ION 

llF BR.\11' ANI> Ll~ARNl~t; AS l'l' REl,A1'ES 

lu smn·~iug the progress made hy the Negroes i1 
th: last !Ptty years the qnestion arises, has the pro 
grc,s been ahmg the !--ame lines travded by othc 
pn,ple similarl~· situated? 'l'his question is rai~c 
bcc:rnse of the constaut attacks made on the efforts \I 

the race in tbc early part of its emancipated lifr, and 
tlw attempt by some men to regard the Ne~ro in 
different 1ight from other people, and to require mo 
of him in hi::- transitional period than any other ra 
in history. lt is to be <leeply regretted that too oftt· 
for the sake of popularity men have spoken in c,i 
tempt of the noble efforts of the Negroes, who can 

up from slavery amid trials and tribulations-m 
who had made every inch of Southenr soil sacred 
their labor, tears, and their blood-men who uplw 
the !-lars and 'ittipe,; and made it possibl~ for th 
younger men who have attempted to traduce them, 
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ris~ in the world. Some of these 11wn have told us 
that the work,; of Charlotte Tubman, Francis Ellen 
Harper, Sojourner Truth, Freclrick DoHglas. Amanda 
Smith, Bishop 1\tyue. Bishop Turner. John I\I. I.,ang­
ston, I knrv Highland c;arnctt, \V111. Still, Chas. H. 
Ray, J. :\l. 'l'roter, Robert Purds, Peter H. Clark and 
hosts as equally great, loyal and trne members of our 
race, wlio struggled before and after freedom, were 
unwise in thought and action. It is a sad thing when 
met with a wave of tLe hand will dismiss the fon'­
fathcrs of the race in freedom aud discouut • all their 
prayer,-, tears and bloocl. No r.1ce which doe,; not 
hold sacred the memories of its fathers has C\'cr 
amounted to anrthing, The Southern white people 
are to be congratulated for the sacredness in which 
they have held the names of Alexander H. Stephens, 
Calhoun, Jefferson Davis and the mt-n who have led 
them in thought for a hundred years. I will be sor­
ry for the man who will he so unwise as to assert in 
the pnhiic prints of the south, that the leaders of the 
Southern people from the foundation of the govern­
ment to this day have made nothing hut blunders and 
startC'd everything wrong. It would take all the 
go\-ernors and judges of the south combined to pre­
\'ent a lynching. I honor the south of this estim­
ation which i.t puts upon its servants in the past. 

Some months before the assassination of the grand· 
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:rnd \>cl, ·.-c d w:,n. l'n ~i,h-1;t :\ld,11il,·.1·, wh\'11 he c;111w 

!-;u11th a1:d 1,1;t ,.f tla· g(,<·1!1:t•.•·'' ,.f hi~. g1•.:1t lw:nt. 
P"'P'"<·.1 t1:at th· \:(l,t11 1\1·-111,1 h1il,l mn1111m, 11h t" 
help 1'(<_1i!.llt' ti:<· ;~r:\\C' n\' \Li.· lic·(1c,.; c·-f th· "1.o~,l 

C,111;1•.'' The ,.;,,uih wi1l1 :1 h 11· .,f gr.itit::dc\ 1l,.1·,1kt·,1 

lbc· pv,i1k11t f1\r tk, :q'l'r,·,··:,:i '!l·,,f nuh'< 111•-·; f'llltl 

g-cm·ru,i: v ,,f lii:s ., 11:. h11t \r<1111 \'i1~:ini:1 t" 'J\,~a,., 
t11c S11:1th ,,1id, •·Tht· ~:ii,,v, c,f uir hl\·11 lwrn,s :H<: 

t1 ·u <" n·d tt, hr drc,11:1\t':l h,· tl:(• l·•:i111l" ,,f thc,s,, wlw 

mack tlw111: ,11n wi1T" ru·d 1 !iii.Jr, n 1111i,;t pcd,,1u1 th,· 
dtlt1·;·• Thi, s·ntinH·11t ,.;'.·n.·.ed tLt' rlur,1ckr of ~ht· 

~nuth,.·r11 pcop1(' wlti ·h m11:;t he nppl:rncll'd a,.; w,'rlh\' 
i111it.1tio11 in all <•f I h,· r 1c,.-,.;, Xu\\" I recitr:- l his i11 

order to repeat that tl1i." principle must he in the Kc•· 
g-ro·s h:-cast, or (lnr ll':1,ln:, will hf· fnren·r heating 
n1w1,Hl, disco:rnting the ;-,cti,l'.1s of tlw'r f:icmh in the 
p11st, i11 order t<> ,haw tn them-e'.\·,·s 110'.otil'ly :,1111 ap­

ph,;s,:- of p::-opk who clo 1,ot like 11s. These llll'll 

w~,11?11 not only pnt all the 1wcks of the entire pa-;\ 
kackrs of the nice upon mic chopping hlo:·k, w)Krc 
one hlo,v wonld rrmn,·e them from history, bnt the,· 

• credit thcmsd\'C's with all the wisdom m1<l prnplwtie 
vi;;ion of the race\ p:.~.t, and prei:;rnt, and for all time 
to i:ome. 

The Neg-1"0 benC'\'olent socidirs h:we been attacked 
and abused. Their wisdom in putting together their 
mites for 11u1tal aid in sickness and in de:.th lrns been 
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misrqm "cntc•d allrl hel1l 11p f(\r ridicule, in orckr that 
~mne 111c11 m 1\' h,? hrunght i11t,i p11•n1i ncncc anl'l tn 

a<hl'rl::-,' lhl':r pc-rson:.l a111hti,in. \\'hat are th~· 
1;rc:1t in,-;•n,··1c•;- c,)11lp rnic., ;1m,1111~ the w'1ifr p:,ipk o i 
1 hi-; co:111(1\· t,l-d:\\' hnt the cv,,intinn of th,ir l'.nh· 

dlorts ~,t m:it 11 :;s,i-;tancc. Tlw r.1cc which fail" t11 

,·.ne 1,,r i 1 s ,k.td an(\ to m.,kl' i1s t,:,npk-; ;..'.iL'Hcr t!1:1;1 

its hnnH.'" Ii h n,1 p1ace 111 the histon· nl men. Sw·h 
:i rnr,' i., st·:11i-1urh:1rlc and ,!h<'11li,h. '.\1nt;i\ ;;twit·· 

tics, the• h:1ildi11g of tc•mpks, l' m• .,f th~ ,kad, :tH' 
mark'- d the• hi~:hc,-t ci,·ili1:itin11 knll\Vll in his histon· 
The fact, tli:1t t\w Ncgrn oh:-c'l"\'es tlll',l' high m1rk, 
){ ei,·iliz;;tion is nncther f;:ict, which ch:uacterizc.• it 

,.; 011c ul the Cllming· raC'CS tll the \\·orld. 
Om rdi~io:i l1:1s heen attacked and put down as an 

rr,n-. 0·1r mi.1isters c,ll\demncd, thl' euh k:1d1crs and 
Ii ;"i r t·d11cat innal met hods prn1101rn('Ctl n 11 wise, ;i:Hl 

he ntcc• in g.:11c0 r.1l kd ot:t of conn. Why this whole­
ale C(rndemnation of all tha.t pertains to the J);lst his-
ry of the race? Has it been for the general go;xl of 
1e rac(', or for personal exaltation and aggrandize­
ent? I came nwr from the other si.de of the tloir,\. 
mty years I have been a close observer of wlut has 
ne on within and without the race. Without one 
y of intermission, I have stood in the schoolroom. 
1a,·c cardully stndi.ed the history of the rise, pro• 

ss, decay or sncces5 of all historic peoples. J do 

llt 
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m,t ht-_~ilak lo ~tall' th.it t\'l!I"\ stt•p made hv the Nt' 
g1oi,,. i11 this t'u1111tn h,iS bt·c:11 in !1.1nno11y with th1 
stt•ps mnt!e by ail uther I a('1•s in passing frn111 harhat 
1s111 t.o l'i\ ilization. :\11~· t·ard11l st11<lc11t of hi,tol\ 
will te,\ifv that nothing 1110:-(• l'karly marks the com 
mo:1 t)rigin of racts than thl· .:om111011 steps to rise i1, 
tlic wutld. There is nothing in the life of the Nt. 

gt" race in this t'(llllllr}' befure nor since the war tl1a: 
crn11ol he found amonK other peoples in similar cou­
dition, and in :similar environments; where ever 11 

h.1s been in any way abnormal, incongrnous, or in 
any nnnatnrnl degree or direction, but rather credit 
able. lf we make up an i:-rne on this wholesale d,. 
nuucialion of our b~sl. history. wt· shall find that tht 
fat:lS in the ca•w cump!t-r.dy disprove the charge. 

Ont rt>ligio11 has been attacked and still I reme111 
bet a tim1;• when those queer emotional groanings an 
1110:rnings were poured forth with .s1ach faith and ean 
e~tness, that they broke the shackles of slaver~· ami 
the rain of lead, and set tl1e four mil:ion slaves fre 
I can remember "When You Can Ha\'e All the \Vorl 
But (~ive l\le Jesus," "Steal Away to Jesus" "Swin 
I.ow Sweet Chariot,'' a11!l otlu.:r like songs were sm 
with much etllotional earnestness and unswervi 
faitlt,. a_ocl yet burst forth iuto such tornadoes th 
bore down before them the enemies of freedom. Ir 
me1u.bet when there was. not. a school house for N 
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gtoes in the t'11ti1c South. I rcmemlwr wh1'11 tlwn' 
could not ht· found a Nq~rn from ChatlR1101•g;1 to 
Memphis, or tlirnnghout tht• wholt• Te111ws:-.t't' ,·ak,· 
who could i11 any way he considert·d :-t•hol,irl\' nredn­
catcd. I relllt'll1her when they did not ha\'e a lawwr, 
doctor, colort·d h'achcr, cdncattrl minister, in all the 
sections lw1ci n nan1cd. l 1c111t·m her when t \wn· was 
not a farm or a deceul home OVl·'lled h\' :-.:egrocs tlnu . 
this entire valley. \Vhat (men, put school housrs on 
,:\'cry hill top and chnrches in e,·ery \'alkv within 
ten years aftt'r l'lllancipation·~ \\'hat fotc.?s placed re. 
tined, educated yotmg men atHl women oi our ow11 

race in thcst· school houses and ch111d1es withi11 tiftn•a 
\'ear,s after emaucipatioll'> \Vhat forces pl.ind millions 
of dollars in cash in homes, and farms a11d petsl>t1al 

property to om credit within fifthen yt'ars ,1ft1..•r om 
emancipation? What forces sp1ead lawyers, doctor~, 
tvery character of business men tluoughout the whol<.> 
Southland within twenty years aiter om emancipation? 
What mechanic forces dro\'e forward the carpenter, 
the blacksmith, the wheelwright, the cook, the laun­
dress, and every form of work e\'erywhere in the 
south after "grim visage war smoothed his wrinkled 
front." What forces took one- hundred-thou1and blac-k 
chimneys and smoking ruins and built them up into 
beautiful homes, and made the entire South the land 
f prosperity within twenty years after the sound of 
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th,· ,l::111~ ,.>I \',qt :-,11t11\<'I h I l ,\1,·d ,II\,\\' Ill;.;< 11:k lllit: 

111111,,' \\",:1,· th, ,;v t,,1,·l', 11 ·.' ,,111i' \\',,,, th,· 11·hd,i:1: 

,,t 1:1,· 111,·11,.f tlH•-1· .l.1v,- 1.l,::,,1·'\\'.,•,ail rh.11111i,:l1t1 

l, : :, l l , i I',, i \ j l II I I l I\ l' 11 •\:I:' 1 \ I" .J, I\ , i I l Ji \ \ \\'PI i, 

·,.,· .,;1 l,.,J\\\ltl;~•, Tl1,1t· \S , .. i:1111,1,, l\'ll~'.it\ll'. 

11, 11:,ll;,,j' •.I 111,l.,l,~;it', 11,,•·1•,11ll,1·11:,11,,f1•11·J\1 

itH. L:1..'t.' i\t tu d;1y \\ l:irh lio 1·., t t 1 \· \_· 11;.t. :1 ,,,:gin. iu~p11 
.1: i 1 ·n. ;rnd , 1:, n , ~ I 1, t lil' i 1 ti· , • .. 1:,, ,. , >I t 1i, ,,,. , ,1: l, , L1 ,~. 

Tl,,.· ,,:11,1,\!1 :111tl 1!11.• d,1, l,,1•11,,·1:t "1 tlit• r.1n• :d .. 1,: 

;1'l 1!1H·• \1,1, f1nut·r and m,.,1,· 111'1.J 1111d, r tlH· ti1>. 

t11·1·11t1· 1 ,·,11,, 11! irn·dn111 111.111 it will h,· i11 any i1lt1 

,11l,~,·•11t1·11t H 0 ,11s, nutwith,t.u1di11)~ all 1,f tlii,, adn·1 
ti,111~ l.i !ir111g f.irth :--1ll\11' 111,1:i's 11k.1 totlil' cn:1\1,11~· 

I t1,i11k p,:rlul', ni;c of tliv 1!1'1,1 cnwl h],,w,.; ,.;true! 
al , 11r f111datllt:rs i.'- tlit· action ul ,<>Ill•.: L'•>lkgcs in h:1\ 

1•1:-: 1'.1e .,]d pbntati,,11 rnc]Ddies, tliv n1 11,t sacred ut a:· 

,l'.ll , ,11;.:~ '-1111~ h\· till' p11pih sitn;,\v ln gratiiy vi~; 
t"'"'· \\'l1t, w,inl,l d_an· t,> st~1u:l o:i tli,• stl'p-; of tltt· c 1pi 

tol at :\lot1t);;0111ery an<l sing "Dixie'' in ckrisio1; 
\\'lw wmil1l d.ire tn st,lll(l on the steps of uur 111tio.1;,: 

capitol aud chant the ••~tar Spauglt-d H.111ner" 11 

mockery. 
Rich and seemingly all powerful Babylon ask,,\ 

the old Jew to make sport of his race and of his t-·· 

ligioo. He said, ••How shall we sing the Lord's Sl11 

in a strange land?" 
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"If I forgt·t thee, <) .}t·rn:-alem, let my right hand 
forget her c111u1i11g. 

If I <lo lh)t rc.·memhc-r thee' let my tongue cleave 
tlw rnof of my mouth; if I prdt'r not Jerusalem ahove 
m~· chief joy,'' 
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HinCRAPHIC:\L SKETCH OF 

H'-->N. B. F·. BOOTH OF 

MEMPH 15, TENN. 

I was horn in Prentis t·n1111ty '.\1i-,~ .. Oct, 17th 11\-.:.R, 
my father died when I wa, nine ,ears old. l l~r.i?an 
goi11!.!' to everv day school when ahont ten yea,-. old 
walking about five miles c-nry daY to school, F1 om 
the time I was 12 years old until now, I had to snp­
port myself as well as I could and try to educate my­
self. I went to scl,ool most of the time worki11J.: 
mornings and evenings for my board, and l-upport my 
uaother as best I could. I was to poor to bnl' book,. 
:rnd was forced to 11se the books of other childrc·n 
This state of affairs continued wi1h me until 187i 
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On the 10th day of May I walked from Ripley, Miss., 
to Mebet a little station on the M. & C. railroad li<t 
miles from Memphis a distance of :!H miles from Rip­
ley, I arrived there about 4 o'clock p. m. the same 
chty, and hired to a farmer for 10 dollars a month and 
went to plowing that evening and plowed until night. 
After the crops were laid by, one Sunday morning- he 
called me to the front porch and asked me if I did not 
want to teach school, I replied in the affirmative. He 
and the county s11perintendant who had staid there 
all night were sitting 011 the front porch together. I 
sat down on the steps bare headed, bare footed in 111~• 

shirt sleeves and my pants rolled up to my knees, 
just like I came from the field plowing. The connty 
superintendant examined me in this condition and is­
sued me a certificate to teach school, and from then 
on I taught and made crops until I got enough money 
to go to the State Normal college at Holy Spring!", 
Miss., wl:ere I entered in January 1880, 1 took a four 
year course, quit and went to teaching. In 1884 I 
read law in the office of Col. Wm. Inge, one of the 
eading criminal lawyers in the south who resided at 
orinth, Miss. I read law in his offiice about five 
onths when I went to fanning and to teaching and 
ntinued to read Jaw between times when not engag­
in the field and schoolroom. 

September 8 1885, I obtained a license to practice 
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kf,1re any 111:tgistrnte in the state and before the count}' 
t'Plll t of 111y ,iwn co1111ty. Un the 1st of Ja11u-1ry ll'i~ti. 
l mu\'t'd to Bolivar. Tenn., and wa-; ,·ln tt•d priueipa\ 
ut t lit' city ,cl10lll which I l:t11ght f,1r thrce year,;. On 
ti,c ,-.:t!i oi Sqitcmber 1:-i:-S!i, I was ad111ittc<I to the har 

i,: :1:1 th,· n,t11ts 11f this state at Hnlivar, Te1l\1. I 
t,111~\it s,·holll t111d pra:ti:.·c:l Lt.vat Iioli\':11" t1111il ,la11. 

1:--~:1. \\'l1t·n I was telt\~raphccl to come tn l\lcmphi~ 
h,· Cul. L. H. E:1ton a theu millionaire who engaged 
111~· a-< connsel tu repr('se11t him in a conlt·sted electio11 
, .1~e lietwn·n him and tht'. late JanH's Phelan for :1 
:--cat in cnn:,:rt·ss, I was eng.1g-t~d in taki11g proofs in 
1:u1 L'ase fron1 Jan. 27th to !\lay 2nd 1889, <hll'ing 
wlii,·h time l took ahont fourteen h11n<lred dcpositiom. 

l.11 1 mediately after tht, 1 settled dow~ lo the prac­
ti•:c of the law in '.\lemphis. 'I'ht> first important c:ist: 
iu which l w.1s cnga~l'd here, was the ceiebrated case 
11f Scurklo:k vs. Scllrklock a suit for <livorce. Th.,l 
o:c11pied tile attentions of the conrts for about 12 year~. 
It h;id bcn in tile courts almnt t·ight years a11d had 
,,rn:n out four of the best l.1wn·r!'I in the cit,·. l\tr~. 
\'i1gi11ia Scnrlock the plaintiff had finallv obtained ,1 

d~c1ce {or divorce and alim,mv. And all the propc1-
t y ,,f Robert Scurlock her husband, had been le-vie< 
upon and advertised to be sold. T.ie sale was to tak 
place on Sat11rday, when l\lr. Scurlock came and e11 

engaged my services on Tuesday before. All the whit 
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~\:1:1~u ~~ 1~\ I~;•:~~:~ ,~~~·1:n t

1:1i;o\!:1.c~ :;:~1\c!~::~;~ 
I discovered a 1iiatus, appl.ied for and •;~htained a wri~ 

of error Cmam Nobis, and supen,t'<lcd lht~ sak and 
~toppt:d it j11-.t three hours before the hour set to sell 
the prnper1,·. (hu,.; startlin~ the eutire har. I went to 

work on the l' 1se. and disco\·ered by diligent search, 
that the plaintiff was married before the w·u accord­
ing to sla\'e fa;;;hion, to one George Halfacre at Rip1e,, 
Tenn, La11dc1<lale t'otrnty, aud I went up therl' took 
proof, and when the case was a~ain called l ckkatt·tl 
_the suit for divorce and got the plaintiff~s bill disn1iss .. 
ed, whereupnn she appealed to the Supreme court nf 
'I'eunessec, and I followed it there and wo11 ag-ain. 
i'hen the co,111,-el for the- plaintiff ca me back and d 11g-
1p an old interlocntory decree for 1,:rno. alimom· pcn­
cnhlitc ne:1rlv IO wai,- old, and had an exccntio•1 
i:vied 1111011 !-ic11r!o1'k's p10pelty. to satisfy this 
nd~emcnt of $;WO. I then filed a hill in the ('hancv1 ,. 

\011,~t to annul tlH· man iage between them and to 

tnjoi~ t~1: co'.lec_t_i_on of .t.ht j11d~~·n'.e1~t for ~.)00._ :\s 

t~~~~t~Le~. t~~-~:~an~-c~~I-~~:. a.1~~~1_~\~: ;t;~,:n~r::~~ ~~~ t 
t\,.l\.,li\.\.~ LUU.\. \J'\.UilV\.r\.. 1uu:,~ 1.1.:•~ l,.U'f;; ~'"!~.,.v,,. 1 Lll~ll ''t'· 

aled to the Sunreme court and ren:rse-d the Chan­
\n~r and the $300. was perpetually enJoined. l~1 the 
rantime while the case was pending in the Chan­r comt and befo,e the me was dedded thm, 
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Scurlock a•111arricd to another woman, then his for-
. mtr wik had him indicted for bigamy. And on tlw 
uinl of t h:s case. he was acquitted, and the trial j udgl' 
urdn~d her locked up for bigamy, for which case I 
recievl·d a fee o{ $500. This case is reported in i.: 

P'irkle Tenn., Reports. In J8HO, I was employed in 
the case of Griggs ,·s. Richn1an, in which case I re­
l't,,·eted through the Chancery and Supreme courts a 
lialf a block of realestate in Sonth Memphis valucil 
:1t $10,000, for John Griggi:, that he had been dt'• 
fiauded ont of bv Richman, in which case 1 got a fee 
d $500. 1n l 8~H, I defended Tom Choat for the 
mmder of Arthur Downs. Choat shot Downs in the 
Mount Olive M. R church in Memphis in front of 
the pulpit dnring chmch services. At the trial of tli 
c:i~e Choat did not l1ave a single witness in his he 
half except ai; to former good character. He was con 
,·icted and sentenced to hang. I appealed the cai­
to the Supreme court and made au argument there 
aid recieved the highest compliments of the entir 
bench and the bar present, I secured a reversal, an 
on a second trial 11£ the case, I secured an acquitt 
for my client and be is now living happily with b' 
wife and ten rhildren. In 1892 I represented t 
l3~ale Street church. in this city, in the cclebrat 
chmch factional fight, carrying it to the Supre1 
court twice, winning cad1 time and was paid a fee 
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$1,200., for my services. Every since then l have <le· 
fended every church suit of any importance in this 
dty, nnd they have been many, never losing a single 
oue. And I am now regarded a,;; the best anthoritv 
on church law in the city, white or black. And it is 
conceeded that no lawyer iu the city can draw an in• 
j1rnctiou church bill that I can't dissolve- and no law­
yer in the city can dissolve an injunction hill that l 
draw. • 

In 1897 I was employed to repre~mt the heirs of S. 
Farris in the suit of his wife to set up and prove a 

t will. This case lasted ov.er three years, DurinJ! 
hich time I took depositions iu Mississippi, Louisi: 
na, Tennessee, Indiana, Ohio, Kentucky and Illi11oi111 

ndigg the suit. The wife who was plaintiff in the 
se, married one Levi McCoy who was supportine­

er in this suit, and died just a few days afterwards, 
aving everything by will to McCoy. I finally won 
e case receiving a fee of $2,565., for my services. 
e laraest fee ever received by a colored attorney itt 
e south. Tbe estate was valued at •30,000. In 

. 01, I d~fended ,Wtn Smith for the tnurdetof Junius 
ltcr. Q:i a Sunday e1.·eni11g Will found Junius at 

·s girl's bouse and at once opened fire on him shoot· 
g him down ind followed him up and shot him ai. 
-cmwled off 0'.1 'bis knees, _shot him five times. He 

• s tried whltout a \'lritness in his be-half convicted 
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and se11teuced to hang; I appealed the case to the Su­
preme court. Wh<:.re it was affirmed, 1 then applied 
to tl1c (}overnor to commute the death sentence to 
life impristmment and secured a respite for 30 day:-, 
at the end of which I renewed my application going 
twice and remaining with the Gowrnor until 11 o' 
clock the night prior to the banging as fixed in hi:; 
order, granting respite. I finaily secured a commuta­
tion of the sentence to life imprisonment. In the cast' 
of the state vs. Phillip Cloyd, I raised the question of 
the right of colored n1en to sit on the various Juries 
in the county it being the first time the question was 
ever praisc:d in this state. And I succu,ded in secur­
ing the acquital of my client. I have a large prac­
tice in the city. I have both white and colored clients, 
and stand shoulder to shoulder with my white breth­
ren atid forget when I enter the courtrooms that l a111 

• colored man so far as the way in which I am treated 
• goes. I am an untiring worker, aud. never go into 
•court without thoroughly preparing my cases. I owo . 
coosiderj,.ble realestate in the city. I have a wife aud 

• 'two daughters one by first wife and one by seC9nd 

i. 

• 'wife who is at present touring the north and north 
east: 
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THE RIGHTS AND OUTI ES 

OF THEN EGRO 

AN ADDRf.:ss DEl,IVERED BY BOUK!iR T. 

WASHING'rON OF TUSKEGEE, 

ALABAMA, BHFORE 

Tt)e Natiof\al Afro-ATT)er COUf\ciI 
J49uisville, Ky., Thursday, July 2nd, 190] 

In the midst of the present deep inte1est growing 
out of matters connected with 011r race, it can be stated 
that rec-ent events, as regrettable as they are hav~ 
tended to simplify tbc problem in one direction, at 
.least. 'fhe events to which I refer show that the 
questions pertaining to our race are ead1 day mor~ 
,and more becoming national ones, rather thau local 
and sectional ones. When we cau carry the qnestio•i 
up fnto tho atinosphere where men of all races, :r-:ortb 
and South; will discuss it ~ith calmness, with absence 
of passion and sectional feelings, I believe we shall 
have made a distinct advance. 
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While my rematkc; tonight will relate to the race ir: 
Its national aspect, I ii.peak also ns one who was ban 
in the South, who lo\'es it, and expects l!) abide thctt 
pt~rmancutly. I am glad that this great meeting 111 

held south of. Ma!!IOn's and nixon's Hoc. It is in tlu 
Sollth that the great masses of our people dwell, am: 
will abidt• in. the future as 110w. It i" fitting that thi• 
l)l)dy should have Its hearing, and perform its work. 
in lhe section of our country where the Negro ract 
li\>c>::-;it is cqllally important that this organizatio1, 
Fpenk iti,; words, and perfect its plans in the midst o! 
the white people who are most directly co11cerne1! 
about the future of the race. 

Wh::tt ever progress is made in the years that arc­
to come, will re1sult la~ly from open, frank discup;. 
aion, and a sympathetic co-operation between th, 
bighnt types of whites, and the same class of blacb 
One thing of which I feel abllolutely sure, is that 
without mutual confidence and co.operation, there i~ 
little hope for the pl'ogt'CSS which we all desire. I 111 

the preaent seuon of anxiety. and almost of despait. 
which poucsses an element of the race, there arc t ·u 
things which I wish to 11y as strongly as I ma)'• 

First let no man of the race become di,couraged or 
ltopelas. Though their voices may not be often or 
loudly lifted, there are in this country, North an,1 
Sooth, mec who man to help ICC that Justice is met• 
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·d out lt1 the rnce in ,\1\ ·till· avenue::. of liie. ~111..-h a 
uan as Jndi::<· Tlwmas t:, Jones, of Alaliama. to whom 

:11ore Ct("dit shonld lw given for blotting out the in­
:,unous sy,km of pcunage than to a11v other. Judgt· 
Jones reprl'Sl'nls the \'e1y highest type of Soull1t•rn 
111anhood, and there are hosts <If others like hi 111. 'l'hert, 
j,. a class of brave, earnest men at l.he South, ai- wdl 
:1,; at the North, who ar<' mort· tlt:'tenuiued than ever 
lie-fore t,.1 stt· that the race is l,!iveu opportunity to ck.• 
,.,ate it!,.el(; and we owe it to thest• friends, as well as 
t.1 onrs(•!ves, to set: that no act of ours <:auses them 
tmbara%me11t. 

Second, let us keep before us the fact that, almost 
withmi't <:xception, every race or nation that has cve, 
got upon its feet, bai. done so through stru~~le, and 
trial, and persecution; and that out of this very resist­
ance to wrong, out of tbe struggle against odds, they 
have ~nint.'d !\lrength, selfconGdeuce, and experience, 
which they could not have gained in any other way .. 

And not the least of the blessings of such struggle, 
is that it keeps one humble, and nearer to the heart 
of the Giver of all gifts. Show me an individual who 
s permitted to go through life without anxious 
bought, without experiencing a sense of poverty and 
rong, want and struggle, and I will show you a man 

who is likely to fail in life. ••Whom the Lord loveth, 
e cbastenetb." 
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No one should seek to close his eyes to the truth, 
that the race i~ p11i.si11g thro,1gh a vt'TY serious and 
tryit1g period of its development; a period that calls 
for the use of our ripest thought. our most sober judgt--
1ue11t, and frequent ap~als to Him who hns promi!led 
strength to the weak. 

Dudng the season tbrnugh which we are now pa111S­
i11g, I "ish t.o ask with all tbe emphasis I am able to 
command, that eaC'h individual of the race keep a 
c-0lm mind, and exercise the greatest degree of self­
control; aud that we all keep a have heart. Let notb­
in~ lead us into extremes of utterance, or ae1ion. Ry 
this method of procedure, we shall be able to jt1stfy 
the faith of our friends, and confound our enemies. 
In the affairs of a race, as with great business enter­
pri?-es, it il'I the individual of few words and conser­
va~ive action, wbo commands respect and coutiden~. 
Vastly more courage is often shown in one's nbility 
t.o suffer in silentt1 or to keep the body under wbeu 
110rely tt-mpted, thnn iu acting through tbe medium 
of a mob. In the loug run it is the race or individ-
11al that txerdses the most patience, forbearance, and 
.etf•controlin the mid.st of trying conditions, that wins 
its course, aud the ret'ptct of the world. Snch a 
course wi\l, in tlie end, draw to our side all men, 
North attd South. whose good will and support are 
worth l10v'.ng. • l.et nothing induce us lo descend lo 
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he level of the IIH'h, but rather direct oar cour,;e in a 
iignified atmosp11t·re. 

In advocating this policy, I am 1rnt asking that the 
Negro act tlw t>nv,1r I: we are not. cowards. The pa1 t 

hich we haw playeil in deft'll<~in~ the flag of onr 
·o.:utrr, in e\'ery war in which we have bct'11 engaged, 
~; ~ullicient t·videtH.'.'e ot our conr,1ge, when the propt·r 
ime conws to 111:rnifrst it. 

The n·ccut outbreaks of govern1nent hy the moli 
mphasizc two k•s~nns, one for our race and om• for 
he other citizens of onr country, Souf.1 and North: 
ir it is to he nottd, I repeat, that the work of the 
•nchers is not c.;infined to one section of the country. 
'!'he lesson for llS is, that we sho11ld see to it t!.at 
far as the intlueucc of parent, of school, of pulpit, 
d of the press, is concerned, no effort be spared to 
press upon our own people, especially the yon th, 
at idleness and crime should cease, and that no ex­
se be given the world .to label any large proportion 
the rare as idlers and criminals; and • that we show 
rselves as anxious to bring to punishment, as any 
ier cla:-s of citizens, those who c-c11n:uit crime, when 
oper lt'~al procedure is sure. \Ve shonld let the 
tld know on all proper oc-casions that we consider 
h•gal pa'.tis!ime,tt to:> s~vere for the wretch of any 
• who attempts to outrage a wo1n:u1. 
"he lesson for the other portion of the nat inn to 
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lt'run is, that both in the 111aki11g all(l in th..,, {''-l'('11tinll, 

tlw ~atne laws should he made to apj'l~· In th~· NqF.1 
as to the white man. 'l'h,.·1t· shonl<l b,, metnl 011\ 

('1:1:.d ,lnstkt: to the black man nw1 the whitt' man 
wht-tlwr it rt'lates to dtize!.1ship, tht~ protl'('tinn d 
p:·,\pertr, the right to lahor or the protl'·ction of hnrn;11i 

lik. \\'hc1wn~r the nation forgets, or is kmpkd ti 
for:2,et, this k,~ic principk-, the whole fahtic of g,wern­
mcnt,' for the white and the black man, is weal.:\:ll('d, 

a11d t.hreatened with destrm".tion This is trne, whdh<"r 
it n·1ntes to coditions in Texas. Indiana, or !)elewan'. 

,r.o i-:how how far we h:l\·e already been led astrnv, 
by those who disn:·g:ud the majesty of the law, and 
would insult governors and J\ldges; by tho~e who 
would uphold the law in one cast', and trample it 
underfoot in another, we ha,·e but to call attention to 

tlh~ lamentable fact that the most carefnl systematic 
investigation into the subject of lynching that ha~ 
ever been made in this country shows that onl~­
thirty-five per cent, of tl10!_:;e lynched have ever befn 
charged with vioknce to women. 'ro attempt to s:n 
that all these thirty-five per cent., were guilty, would 
be to argue that the judgment of the mob is more un 
erring than that of the court. We cannot, and shoul 
not, escape the punishment for our sins of commis 
•ion, or of omission. 

It is with a nation as with an individual: what-s 
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cn:.:r Wl' sox th'.1t. we shall reap. If we sow crime, we 
sh.di H·.1p h11l-·s,11,,,;,;, If wt· brl'ak tlw law wht·r,· a 
hdp]ess Acgru is ,·,11H·,·111cd, it will 11nt lw \',•r~· lung 
li~forl' 1\i~· s1111:: 1.iw· i:,; disH~g.1rd::,l when a white· m:111 

is cmi;·1:r11v,I. ( ),1t of th<.' p:·c·st•nt c.,n<litinns, tht·n· i, 
one sig11 more c:ico;1r .. 1gin_~ tha11 all nth,:r,; anil 11, 1t 
is tlut i11 tht· Sonth as Wl'll as in th.: '.'\o'.lh. tlil' voice 
of thL· pre:,;:-; i, spe1ki11g- 01tt as IW\Tr bdorc· in f.1•,1)1 

of nplioliling tht· m.i_k,ty l)f tilt: Law. 
Tht: >kgro j II th is CO\tlltrr cun:-tit ll\('S l he.• 111· ,st 

compact n liable, and peaceful elem1c•nt of h1h,lr; ,,ne 
which is a l111ost the :-\lie depeud1c·11ct• for product i, HI 

in certain din'ctions; and I hc1it:,·e that, if for no 
higher n'n~on than the eco110mic one, the people will 
st:e that it i,;; worth while to keeps, iarge an element 
of labor happy, contented, and prosperous, by surround­
ing and guarding it with every protection and en­
couragement of the 1aw~. In the long run, nothing 
is more costly an l uas.ltisfactorv than disconte11tc(l, 
unhappy, and restless labor. F('\\' J)l'Ople are wise 
enough to learn the economic valne of jnsticc. 

In o:ir effort .. to go forward, w,• shonld keep in mind 
the <liffaence hetween the prohkm pre,e11tc-d pr,•vioas 
to the ci\·il war, and that now co11fronting us. IL·fore 
011t free<lom, a giant tree was growing in the g,mien, 
which all considered injurious to the progress of the 
whole nation. The work to be done was direct and 
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simph:. Destroy till~ hurlfu1 tree. 'rile work b!f\>fl• 
us now is not the ch•strnetiutl of a tree, hut the grow 
in~ of oae. Slavery pre,e11te1l a problem of destruct­
ion: Freedom prt.·sen~s 011c of constrnction. This re­
lptin•s time, patienc,•, prcpar:ation of the soil, water­
ing, pruning, and the mo,t c nefol trnr;;ing. 

In thi-; co:mcc:tiou, we should hear iu mind that om 
ahi'.ity a11d 011r pro;,!ress will be measnred largely b~ 
evidences of t111gible, visible growth. \Ve have a 
right in a con,ervative and sensible manner to enter 
our complaint.s, but we shall make a fatal error if Wt" 

yiel,i to the telllptation of bdieving tlut mere opp>si­
tion to om wrongs, and the simple utterance of clm­
plai11t, will take the place o( progressive, constructive 
action, which must constitute the bed-rock of all trtl(' 

civilization. 1'he weakest race or individ11al can co11-

de11111 a policy: it i'I the w0rk of a statesm111 to con­
t-trnct onl!. A race is not melsured by it~ ability t,, 
<:ondcmu, but lo create. I.,et us uphold our head", 
and with firm aud steady tread, gf) manfully forward. 
No one likes to fed that he is continually. followiuK 
a funeral procession. 

I.et us not neglect to lay the greatest stress upon 
the o;>portunities open lo us, e,;;pecially here i11 the 
Sonth, for constructive growth in labor, businesci and 
edu:ation. .Hack of all complaint. all denunciation, 
mnst be e\·idence of solid, indisputat-le accomplish-



,' IHI 

rn r.l 
f\ ' 

I t l ' I 

1111 

( '" 
11 l t• t 

tiv 
rill 

0 11 • 

ti I 

rd . 

1011 

h . 
11 d 

)11 , 

1h 

l' lltll' , ~. W . II . l l 1un·. 
I d11111t111 11r .1111r, l •'111111d1•r 11 11,I l 'rt "''II 111 

11( I h1• I. 1111 \' t•li-h1111l 
I I h,111 , fl li111 , 

·1111 • 11! 1; ~1•1 111 l11111 llkt'l l'h I n 11 11( thl• f1•w 1•111111 , I 1111•11 nf 11• 

, , " " ' ""''" " '' 11 ,
1
,,1i1y. 11 ,11111 111 '" -.1t , h .,.i.t,, , ,. 11po1111t1• ·n, .. ,. 

l' ru hlt 111, '' ' 1111• 'iq.trn 111 lhc t, 1l1or \\'nrld" 11111I " t lttr \\'111111 11 . ' 

■rt 111111 11 fr\\ 11( 11t1• 1111111 y n1li11 ir,1hl r h•1•t11 n •N, Mr C 11rr • I Jl"I 
t•lt, ,t ► 1 lt11l11r, lu" 11111 nlit11i111 1I lht• 141t•111n pat I nf hf., t t l11 r11 ti 1111 .11 

lllti11 \\' ,••h•, 11 I 11h r lt_v. ll t•1·11111h tl'l 11 th l'11rr, 11,· h ool I \ ' rl tt 
11.1, II• ,1hj r l 11( \\ hir h I lo i:h1• pr111•tlrn l trn l n l11,t 111 c11lor cl h11, 

11111 u r l 11 ln 11u I ht• llrtf'!I or h111:IM1, 4 or 111nl "'"U'1d , Jl11'tilll' 'I 11111I 
1111l11 lrml 1·1111r ' Th 111- tttut i 11 11 t' r,i old 1111d Intl 1~ 111 111 tl 

ll1111r"h ii•u 1·n11rlill11 11 It ht l th 11tl1l1II 11111 nt1rthc rt1 lll,ll t ~ , , h111 
\\ 11ltt11)!t1111 'H &l'l t ,1111 to th~ 1111th. 





'.11e11t m the way of high 111,iral dw.r:1c~,·r :1n;l ec,,11u­
:11ic t,,nntbtion. .\n i11cl1 of prugn:s.., i,, wnrth more 
tha11 :-i , :11d oi co1nplaint, 

TltL' whik-; an,t the hlack,- are lo rt:",,itlt- li•L:ctlwr i11 

this ,:onnti, pt·n11am:nlly, and we should lu-.t' 1:0 O\'· 

1a1rtm1it,· t() cultivati: i11 e\'ery straightforward, rn:rnl\' 
\\':n·, the g rt·atl'st han11011\" 1wlween the rac~•.,. \\'ho­
,·ver. '.\:,)rtll nr Sn11th. hL,ck or whitt.', hy w,,n\ nr deed, 
lwt·,llc%h· stirs up strife, is an encm,· to both races. 
to Jij.; t•'lllltl\'. \\-'hile makiug onr i'lprcals for ht·lp 
:111,l s,mp:11hv, Wt' shonld nnt forget that in the last 
:rnalysis, the nwst aff ecti \'C appeal wi 11 conc-ist in hw­
i ug onr ca,;c hefore the commnnity and ~late in which 
we reside; 11oi- that 11sd11lm·ss in our own honws will 
nmstitutc 1,ur most lasting and most pote11t protection. 

I appr~ciate from the bottom of my heart tht' tre· 
me11dous and trying strait1 that is 110w ;ipon us, and 
how difficult it is for us to make progres, 11ndn such 
ci1-ct1mstances; hut l beli,eve the momentous 1wriod 
through which we are now p.1ssing, will draw to our 
assistance in large numbers, the good will, the sym­
pathy, and hdpful co operation of white men in the 
S•-1:1th1 as well as in the North, If we ouly exercise 
due patience, self-control, and courage. 
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HON. CORNRLIUS .J. JONRS 
I.,awyer, Orator and Ex-Representative Of 

Mississippi. 
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Hon. Cornelius J. Jones of Muskogee, lndiau Ter• 
itory, was born in the state of Mississippi in 1858. 
e spent his early days in the historic city of Vicks• 
tug; and attended the local schools there, until he 
as 15 years old: then hi.i; parents, encouraged by the 
rogress he made, sent him to the once famous Alcorn 
Hege in Mississippi, located five miles east of:a river 
oding, known as HRoduey", and there be spent five 
ars in assiduous study. At this school he took a 
actical business course, and left well epuipped as a 
~iness man.· 
In 18i9, Mr. Jones was appointed hy tbe New Or-
11s Cotton Seed Association as its general purchas­

g agent, iu the Yazoo Mississippi Valley section, 
own as the Yazoo river, and Deer creek tributaries; 
th a small steam boat placed at his command for 
nsportation of seed purchased by him as such agent. 
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l le held this possition for two seaso11s, and during the 
course of his managemtnt of the funds of the com­
p:my, accounted for $4231000., entrusted to him as 
disbursing offifers; and holds a letter of recommendation 
from that company wliich he rtgarcls as oue of the 
choice relics of bis career as a business 1han 'rhis 
recommendation alone has been of great services -to 
him in after years. 

ln l8Sl, Mr. Jones commenced the st11dy of law 
under the instructions of the late Judge Burns. ex­
ehief Justice of the state of Louisiana, aud read suc­
C('ssfully for several years, until the death of this good 
j11stice1 then he resmneJ studies under the late W. 
I,. Sharkey, grandson of the late ex-governor Sharkey 
of Mississippi. After reading law for eight years he 
was admitted to the practice of law under Judge Ralph 
North, before the Circuit court at Vicksburg, Miss, 
·11 1888. Iu 1881\ he was elected to the legislature 
f the state of Mississip,pi from Issaquena county, an<l 
rved in that body uutil the adoption of the late con­
itution of that state. Jn that body, Mr. Jones won 
wealth of praise, for bis manly speech on the 28th 
ay of January, 1890, when the storm of acrimonious 
ebate on the floor of the :hoose of representatives at 
ackson l1ad raged (or many days, as to the adoption 

tbe bill calling for ~he then proposed constitution, 
l conventions. The Negro race h~ving bee11 assail-• 
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in a most ontrngc0t1s m Iner by the many Neg10 
haters, inclndin i th·? 1'1(' \'llt (} lV flOl' uf Mississipp; 
{ ~l1:1jor Vardima 1) who was a m•.•ml,er o: the i,;amt' 
house, Mr. Jones s;1rang to the /lo ir in the midst, fa 
heated debate, an I f,n more than an hour, defined tlr 
possition of his race in that fight, and informed tht , 
white men; that the vile measure prnposed, was 11 \ • 

more than a stroke .it tl1e indepenclance, and coni-1i 1 

tutional liberties vouchsafed them bv the fnndament.:l 1 

laws of the conntry. Mr.Jones a~snred that bo:1v, I 
I that so far as he was concerned, h-~ meut to fight th, 

propoc;ed cnustitution as Jong ns ht~ was permitted lo 1 

lh•e in the state, shoal<t snch become a law, and as t, ; 
that fact, he assured them that he entertained. n 
doubt. 1'he speech made by onr s11bj~ct on that o • 
ca-.ion, rings even yet throughout that state, heca11. 
of its profvnnd scope. In 1895, l\tr, .Jones appeari: 
before the Supreme court of the U. S at Washing or. 
and has the distinction of being the first colored la\\ 1 

yer in the history of our country, to make an oral ar 
gmnent before that court. The case was a murilc.­
case brought from Mls,;issippi on writ of error. A1 

other, assailing the validity of the late constitutior 
was taken up to the Supreme cou..t t.wo years lat 
and both.cases were full: determined 'upon the me 
it, thereof, and each time Mr. Jones made himse 
new admirers for his abili y witl, which he haildl 
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th~ cases. In 18<:'(l, Mr Jones was 110111i1~ated by the 
, Republican party as their candidate for cong~ess to 
, represent the 'l'hit'd Congressional district of l\tississ­

ippi, agaii1st the then influential democratic metnber, 
a 

Hon. Thos. C., Catchings. Mr. Jones made two con• 
t 

tests ngain,;t this democrat in this district, beit12" be-
(' fore the fifty-fifth a11d fifty-sixth congresses. In each 

\ 

, contest, l\tr. Jones made ornl arguments in the inter-
\ est of the•party of his dh:trict be.fore the committee on 
•. privileges and elections, and to-day he enjoys a most 
•: rxtensive ncq11aintn11ce with the leading members of 

the Hoase and Senate, as well as departmental officials 
0 at \Vai-hington. In rnoa he saw that the Indian 
1 1'erritory held out to the progr<>ssive ad\'ocate the 

1 greatest possible advantages, owing to the new order 
as.instituted by recent legislation, hence he, in com• 

~ n:.>u with the many progressive pioneers from many 
: her states of the whole nation, has cast his lot with 
r. 1 t 1e nevv country. . 
" As n l:lwyer, Mr. Jones is a credit to the professiou 
11 11d represents the race in full. !11 recent years his 
le • ractice has grown so extensively that it is confined 
1 o civil litigation only. Our subject is a thorough 
~ . , 

·,l,1oleso11led1 race man; he is not an extremist, but a 
l nnd persistent advocate of all principles looking to 

he purity, aud ttniversal happiness of the whole peo­
'1e,.of .wbom the colored race is a part. 



THE AJ.ll!IUCAN NllGIHl 

HON. HARRY C. SMITH 

I.aw) t'r, Orator and Ex0 ReprC'!'e11tativ1.", o( 

Ck-vcland, Ohio. 

I 
On the next page is a picture ol a self-ma<le nam """ 

has pnsht'cl his way to the front by indomitable -..1ill, 
energy and honest dealing. He has spent more than 
21 years in news-paper work. 19 years of them a'i edi­
tor of the "Cle\'cland, 0., Gazette", of which he bu 
Ileen sole proprietor for more than 16 years. He hai. 
1erved three terms in the Ohio i.egisiature, irom i8i◄ 1 
to 1898 and from l«xX) to 1902_ l\lr_ Smith •njoyi1 th.-1 lli-.tinction of editing what is generallr ackuowledgH 

~o be 
0
oae ?~ ou~ fe~. l~adi~g ra~ j~n~nals an~ ~~voca• I 

n:a; aaao 01 naving mnce oeen e&ec\ea O\'er wane op-1 
panf"nt11, to t'hf" 1...-gi!llatnrf" nr hit1 AtRtf"; thf' lHt timiP 

by the largest plurality (over ten thouund)evergive■ 
any NegTo candidate for such an office, this too, in • 
OCMaDtl' where the netJO vote ia aot one-twentieth of 
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the total Republkan vote. This speaks tor its self. 
Novemhct ith, 18115 when a calldi<late for re-election, 
Mr. Smith received about 3,000 more \'otc'I than the 
Republican candidate t white) c,u the same ticket for 
r.i11rn1011 l'leas J 11d~e. 

011 'l'lwrsday, September ith., 18\l~, Mt. Smith· 
w:1s a second ti111e re-nominated for the I,egislaturt\ 
1n·ci ,iug m·xt to the highest voll', and there were 
thirty ca11rlid.1ks for eight places: :\11 white except 
{ -itr. His plurality on election ,lay November ith, 
1-~!l\l. w,1s O\'<'r 10,000 ,tnd his oppll11c11t was a white 
111an. l\lr. Sn1ith's work, personal aud uew~paper, 
111 the i ntl·rcst of the race and the Repu hlican party, 
i"r a p'.riud l•f m•,irly 2t) yctns, is to \\ell known to 
lll'l'd C\):lllllClll. 

Hi, lllll:,t ,·ouspicious wo1 k as a kgi:-lator in the 
intcrt";-t of the race, dnring his first tenn, in ls<H. 
wat, the 1,a~sa~c of the Uhio Ci\'il Right's Law, of 
whith tlll' ~lalby htw, of New \'ork, is a copv. Hi:-. 
"\l(ih \'i,1k11c,· or Anti-1.ynching- I.aw'', which is now 
t1:1 the !>l:ltllk hooks oi the grand old state - a mother 
ni l'rl·~idl'11ts - O\'t'rshadows all his work. ln the 
1;~'111:r.il Assembly of Ohio. For four years, 
foring the time Scuator Foraker was Governor of 
)hio, \{r. Smith was a deputy oil inspl·ctor. 

~Ir S111ith is the leading Ncgn, in the B11cke,·e 
tall'. ll:s speech in Canton in l~\lll, when at the 
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head of a dele~ation of 500 Negroes, who vi,ited Mr­
Kinley, drt'w from the later a response which moi-t 
agreeably smprised the country and seemed merite(! 
praise for both. For nearly two years Mr. Smith tut! 
heen ativocatiug the nomination of McKinley and a\. 

• lliO worked hard for his electio11 with his paper, and o: 
the stump under the directio,1 of the National ancl 
~tate Republican committees. During his stmnpin~ 
tonr of a month, which was princip1llr through o,1t 

Ohio, he addressed audiences of white Republican. 
with the possible exception of three or four meeting~ 
and hsa a collection of press comm('nts taken from dai 
Jy newr;pnpers ( white) of the cities in which he spoke 
uf which he is justly ·proud. They arc fo every iu 
l-tanct\ commendatory in the extreme. Equally s 
woe his end»rsements by the race pre'is for a plac 
nitder the McKinley admiuistratiou. Many Negroe. 
in Cleveland and in Ohio are gratefol to Mr. Smit! 
f<jr positions they hold or held, and others ought t 
who are not. 'Twa~ ev~r tlrns, however. 

Speaking of Mr. Smith's paper, 11·r1ie Clevelan 
Gazette", Pwf. W. S. S;!uborough, the well know, 
licholar, wrote: "This p1per has proven a success an • 
is now by far the best colored paper publishe-i in th 
1otatc of Ohio and is one among the best t·dited b. 
colort"d journali!.'t, in the United Stateit. It is vigm 
on~ in tone, fHrlesa in its defense of right, a strou 
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dvocate of equal rights to all men without any di, • 
. inction 1 au 1mrompromisi11g enemy of prrjudice in 
\ II its forms, an<l n sta1111ch Republican in politic~, 
\ ;th principle rather than expediency as the basis". 

,,Mr. Smith has always wielded a fearless and nble 
. wn for right and trnth. He has fo11ght squarelr in 
1 K'half of his rare, demanding for it recognition wher-
1 ver denied. No other proof of this is needed th:111 

he Gazette itself". 
Hon. Fredrick Douglass wrote a few years prior to 

is death: " In the midst of hurried preparations for 
Ion~ tour in Europe I snatch my pen and spend a 

, w moments to tell you how completely I sympathize 
ith yom rolitical attitude\!. 1'he11 again he adds: 
l do exh:nl your readers to stand by you in your ef-

1 rts to lead the colored citi?.ens of Ohio to wise and 
1ccessfttl political action•". 
ThouJlh at times Mr. Smith has been severely 
iticised he has never varied from what he consider• 
hilt duty. 
Ohio \1as had 13 Negro legislators. 1'hey secured 
e passage of two laws of special intel'est to the Ne­
oes, an '-Anti-discrimination insurance law" and 
"Anti-black laws1' law. Mt, Smith secured the 

1 age of an equal number• two, "The Ohio Civil 
"ghtsu and "Anti-Lynching" laws. For the first 

' e since the first one (Hon. Geo. W. Williams, the 
1 torian), about 20 years prior, the Ohio Legislature 
1. 1900 had bt1t one Afro•American member, Mr. 
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HAR:KEST1'1•:ss AND SELF-RELIANCE 

As ELEMENTS OF Succ1-:ss 

Thcr~ have been instances i,1 IHc when man co111d 
play an important part by <lepC'ncling on others to a,. 
sist him in tliat in which he was engaged whether 1 

eann':;t or not, 110w we arc left alone to play our own 

part. he it a succt·s, or a failure. To nccompfo,h tl1 
most, we must possess the elements of earnestn<'ss a11tl 
sclf-rt!lianee. 

Ktrnestness is a qu:tlity or seed growing within th 
l1e:u1s of man or it mm,t be acquired a-, the masten 
of the lesson of years of experience, if he would enjo; 
the greate~t good of life, It teaches us that ever 
good undertaking in life should be persued with ear 
11estness to accomplish the most possit-le, because it 
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lack will bdug failures which are uot praise-worthy 
hilt, instead is symbolic of cowardic-e. Antonio Ma­
ceo was accustomed to at.rilmte his success to ear­
nestness in his own powers, as determination as attri• 
bnte chief, must always result from it. Por when 
lief' shown in this way it is a proof of a strong will 
nd is recognized in favor of the possessor, 

A glauce at the lives of Booker T. Washington and 
"redrirk Douglas will show us that strong detennin­
tion and earnestness wei:e their leading characteris­
·cs, and by carefully studying their lives we find that 
hrongh these elements their undertakings were accom­
lished, From our own experiences we kuow that 
hen one has done his duty through his own efforts 
ere is an experience of the greatest contenttt1ent aud 
hen contented people are not jealous of the success 
others. Though there may naturally d ..vell a feel­
g of en\/y in the heart of every-one. If he is kept 
sy and interested in profitable work, it will fiually 
sappear. True happiness must necessarily result 
m these qualities of earnestness and devotion to 
e's work what ever calling in life may be. Happi­

thus acq11ired is the kind that enriches one':,; own 
aracter, besides brighten the lives oi those with 
om he is associated. 
So out from the depths of earnestness springs sell­
iance in all its glory, it is so related to it, that it ii; 
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almost impossible to obtain one without the other 
The lesson we learn is, succes111ful people are thos 
who ha,·e the habit of depending on themselves au 
because of this opinion of those around them. Wbe 
doeR a man become a hero? Is it when he has achie\ 
ed his victories by the belp of others or won his dee< 
by thinking and doing for himself? It has been sai 
that God never intended that strong indepcndant l1 
ings should be reared by clinging to others like ti 
Ivy to the Oak for sup1>9rt; what is true of these is tn 
of us. The more we recieve help from others ti 
more we look for it, If the firm foundations whi 
we buiM for ourselves at home and in the schoolroo 

I 

be developed and our own energy and zeal kept a\i 
we shall become useful members of society. 

The Greek philosophers who held their pre-em1 
ence in history fo~ their sagacity and sayings we 
self-confident; their .mccess seemed almost impossi 
until their reasoning power told them to go forwa 
for the future would <.lraw aside the veil and let in t 
gloriot1s light of success as the rising sun shows fo 
its briliancy from bebind the horizon 

Lycurgus had two great objects in view when 
undertook to reform the' government of Sparta o 
the rest of I.,aconia and to pass Jaws by which t 
~ivil and military coustitutions of the commonwea 
were to be 6xtd on an equal blSis: Stcond to prom 
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the education of the Spartiltis anrl reconstruct the 
rules of their daily intercourse and domestic life, 
This classed him among t.he famous and honorable. 
because he under;;tood that e\'ery oue should have 

, some responsibility and that only work well done. 
meant progress, Earnestness is in harmony with self. 
reliance. They were the elements that help monld the 
mforls of such writers as Francis Harper, Paul Dun• 
bar, Hrete Harte, Lowell, Shak.esphere, and 'Whittier, 

1 they had the power of seizing on some thoug·ht or oc• 
curence and by a sudden turn presenting- themselves 

a 
t 

t 
a 
l 

in perfcd styles.· • 
We owe it to ourselves to cultivate as far as possi­

ble the spirit of earnestness and self-reliance for on 
these in a great degree depends our success in fife. 

By Miss Eli.NltSTINlt ]RNKINS 

IF~• 



172 THE AMf.:tOCAN NFGRO 

monRAPHICAI .. SKEt'CH 01<' 
Ml{. RICH:\RD TAYI..OR 

Politician, Stern and 1'hrifty B11siness '.\Ian of 
Cairo, Illinois. 

The suhje-cl of this sketch was horn in Hi,;kman 
County, Ky., in the year 1847. • llefote·begitrning np­
on a long. linsy life • in C'airo, llt'inois, lie enlisted 
with the lT. S. heavy artill~ry. Co. C., in 1863 am! 
w;is honorably discharged • at Pine Bluff, Arkansas 
three years later. He then began life in Ca.iro. Hi~ 
congenial natnre soon won' for him iuany friends. I-fr 
entered politi<:s and was at once appoi't1ted deputy tax 
assessor. Mr. Tay lot enjoys the distinction of having 
been the first. .color¢d man to fill many important po• 
Htical positions in Alexander county. Illinois, amonJ.; 
which may be mentioned the following:• Two year, 
turn key under ex-sheriff Hodge, served on police 
force nnd«"r Cap,t N. B. Thistlewood. was mail carri 
er ttnder CoLJ..->hn Wood. Dttring the sessions of the 
Illinois state legislature in 1883-84, hr was special po 
lice, and four years later was agai:1 placed on the po 
liet!' force in Cairo. In the meantime he bad been en­
gaged in the saloon bn,;iness bnt gave it up. After­
wards he was elected alderma1,1 three consecutivt 
tenns, finally re-engaged in the saloon business which 
he is now folll'.'wing with a remarkabl9 tlegree of sue 
CH'l. 
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NEGRO IN Tr~[: \.JARS 
Pictures T~a·t Live If\ l-.istory 

FREEDO\I ,\~I> N'.\TJ1l:--;AJ. I~'l'E1;l{ITV 

WISll\>:\I OF THE "\\'AR A'.\lE>:JnlENTS." 

An Eloqut'nt and Scholarly 

1\kmorial D.l\' Address. 
BV 

Ho~. Jons P. GREEN. 

1\t r. Commandant, Brethren of Fredrick Douglass 
Pust, G A. R., and Fellow-Citizens: 
The great Fredrick Douglass once said: "It will be 

sad d,ty for any people, when they no longer haw· 
their mi1lst any great nwn to whom they can look 

r guidance and example in the paths which lead to 
actical sncccss and moral glory," So1 I declare to 
m to-day, standing in the presence of our hallowed 
ad who have gone before ns: It will l'c a sad day 
r any people when they no longer hallow the mem-
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ory of those to wh.)se clecds of glory they can look for 
inspiration and emulation i11 every sphctl:' of manly 
an<i patriotic ncti,ity. 

Nor is this sentiment expn·ssed by me in any sense 1 

au original idea; for as far b~H.'k as histmy, and even 
trnditionary lose c,m carry us, we find that, in practke ' 
this truth was con!>lantly kept before the mass<·s d 
the people. In Egypt, even before those subiim~ I 

pyramids were raised to kiss the clomls, royalty aud 
the ~rcat heroes of thought and diort were uot onlv 
chemically embalmed, \mt, in story and in song, their 
noble deeds were blazoned forth to the world and 
handed down-in papyri and hieroglyphic inscrip, 
tions. Nay, more: on their great fete and holy da,·s 
the remains were brought forth and stood in suitable 
places, where, while their noble deeds were being re• 
hcnsed, they themsel\'es were the cynosures of all 
eye!';, 

In China th~ emulation of the worthy deeds of au 
cestors, bv the precept and cxampl.e of Confudus, ha 
existed for many centuries. 

In Gr1.!ece the matchless muse of a Homer immor 
talized the deeds of those who razed the Trojan capi 1 

tal of Priam to the ground and sent the dauntle • 
Aeneas in quest of an asylum for the bomeless·penate 
and their worshippers; while the chisel of a Pbidia 
sculptured in living marble the classic features of be 
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matchless i-011s, i-till lo be seen, trem,urcd 11p in the 
\'alican of modern Rome aud I lie (ll t CTtikts of tl1e 
('ivilized world. 

Similarly, in ancient Rome, im-c11se w:is hmnt up-
1'1\ the altars erected to her ,;rng11st funclionat ic,-in 
some instances even while they ~till struttc·d and f1ett­

td upon this mortal stage (•faction; while in our own 
belond land the names of the Pilgtim F:1thlfs and 

: the Revolut;o11a1 y Sires are C\'t.'r hallowed and rcvtrcd. 
Jn the presence of r-uch wdl-k11own historical £nets 

ittle ue<d is there of an apology on our part that we 
re here to-day to 1ccall the time~ which prcduced 
hese giants, to laud their pat1iotism and martial val­
r, and to search in the conditions of the present 

1 11spicio11s omen~ for the future. 
The stage upon which onr heroes acted their part 

•as as large as onr whole laud-the drama in which 
I hey were cons;iicuously t•ng.1~crl w:-is the saving of a 

alion and the freeing of a pcoplt': they were inspi:ed 
y the lo\'e of liberty and patriotic ardor, while they 
layed to the attenti,·e audience composed t>f the whole 
iviliud world. 
The times which molded arnl h-.hioncd thi,~e he­

i oic men were, in some 1espects unique: tH'ver before 
a1 i-uch existed in this country, and lc:t us pray Gu·l 
,at they may never again affii.:t ns. 

From the i11ceptio11 of om n(,,·cmm~nt 11own to 
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the beginning of the great Rebellion for the destt11c1·, 
tion of the l1nion the moral forces of our land hat! 
been arrayed against that pestiferous evil, lnrn•an sl.1 
very not inaptly termer! hy one, "the li\1111 of all ,•il­
lainies"; by another, likened to the gn•,,t l1pas tr<'l', 

the touch of which is fatal to lidng fonns; :rnd also 1< 

that strauge plant of the Antipodes, taditiously calk 
the "lawyer vine'', which, entwit1ing- some proud trl' 
of the forest in its close embrace, finally smothers i 
in its relentless folds, and then, proudly , ictorion, 
stands in its stead. 

Thooe were the times wl1en men of 11er\'e, i11tdle,· 
and moral courage were in demand; and when, in tit 
anic strug~le, quarter wa,;; neither asked nnr granted 

Their impact raised a sound which "Tore Hell' 
concave, and beyond Frightened the reign of Cha ... 
and old night''. 

First and foremost among those who huck1ed 11 

his armor, in the beginning of the last ccntnry, w:1 

that earnest Quaker iad, Benjamin Lund~·• with hi 
''Genius of l'niversal Emancipation" newspaper, a11 

his Union Humauc Society, organi1.ed at .Mo11:1 
Pleasant, Ohio. ,, 

During the third decade of the same century, w 

find Elijah P. Love-joy toiling, contcndi·ng and dyit1g 
in the cause of human liberty, in the State of Illinoi. 

Then along stalks old William Lloyd Ganison 
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speaking, puhlishit1g tt('Wfl1:ll1l'ri; and genernlly con 
te11di11g for "Emancipati(')n as the right of the sh1,·e 
:ind tht> duty of the mastt'r; dfrclaimiug all temporiz­
:.1~, all make shift~, all comprnmises; co11de111ni11g­
rolonizatio11 and e\'erythinR else that involved or im­
plied alfiliation or sy111pathy with sla\'cholder:-". His 
motto was, •·Om Country ls the \Vorld; Our Conntry 
men Are all Mankind.'' 

Sometimes Lingni,hing-, ,J.ik~' tlw Apostles of Christ, 
in pri!-011. nm! ag:1in liei11g hankd thrnugh tlll· strc:ds 
with a rop1.· aronrnl his lll't'k, • lw ••fo11ght the: g:no,l 
tight" and lived to St'l' the co11s11111111;1tion of his <ll'ar• 

t·st hop('. 
A tall all(! stately m:in of sombre hne shil'S his 

( .. astor into the art:>na, and fn:slt from the ho!-0111 of the 
hated antagonist, his knowledge aml his rece11t 

sufferings inspire in him a mortal hatn:tl, and arm 
him for the hay. Do you ask his name? It is that 
stalwart veternn who, ne\'er wearying of the strife-, 
,'\'en after the Proclamation had bt't'll issued, girded 
lnmsdf for that new and well-nigh interminable 
struggle for equal rights in the spirit of the law. It is 
he who. at the close of a long, e\·entful and useful 
life, recei\'ed the comj11eror' crown. It is that earnest, 
stately, patriot-philosopher-'Fre<lrick Douglass! 

Towering above the rabble who despise ami ,deride 
hi111 1 another form: conspicuous for its gearing and 
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commandiur in his speech, confronts us-one 10 

whom high birlh, ricl1s and the learnin~ of all 
the schilOls are a!'I nothing unless they can be made 
to serve the canse o[ lnunauity. In the arena of or­
atory for\!nsic art, where the silver tongue, honeyed 
accents and stern logic sway the masses, he rules 
without a peer; and in earnest metaphor well may ht· 
exclaim: "Before my thldy I throw my warlike shield; 
lay on Macduff, And damn:d be he that lir:.t crit'~ 
'Hold, enough!' ., 

Wendell Phillips, H you please, who,e memory is 
in perennial bloom, and ever shall be as long as know­
ledge, liberty and truth remain immortal. 

Then, i11 the mid~t of a countless throng, consjli• 
cuoi1s by that martyr's crown which adorns his brow, 
•• Old John Brown" come matching on. He the stal­
wart preacher of I.iberty, Justice and Right-a mn11 
who died for his cause-comes marching on! In the 
forefront of the fray, giving aud receiving blows in 
behalf of his cause, be is stricken downj aud after­
ward, like his Saviour whom he loved, he was hung 
to a tree·; but, "His sonl goes marching on." 

Hut who ~au call this roll of honor, or 111,,rc th 111 

cai;ually glance at the wonderful list of heroes, each 
of whom has gone, or in God's good time will go lo 

wear a victor's crown? Suflice it to iaay that, in tl:e 
face of obloquy and scorn, social ostracism, legal p~: 
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secntion a11d physical doknce, they succeeded in 
arousing the attention of tl1e fair-minded people of 
this nnd other countries to the great iniquity, and in 
promoting a sentiment which may be likent>d to By­
ton's description of a popular tumttll. "At first it 
grnmbles, then it swears, and then, Like David, flings 
smooth pebbles against a giant; At last it t~.kts to 
weapons, such as men snatch when des1,air makes Im• 
man hearts pliant; then comes the fog of war!" 

'l'he fonudations of the accursed institution were 
shaken and it toppled from its proud pedestal, to rise 
no more. 

Does the foregoing inspire the thought that, like 
nother Jericho, these ramparts fell at the winding of 
ram's horn? Perish the thought. in the presence of 

hese hallowed grave~, and these O\lr living vetrans 
ho benr the visible tokens of strife and suffering in 

he holy causr! 
It was no innovation in the martial experiences of 
e people of this country to enlist colored soldiers to 

ght for its cause, beneath the Stars and Stripesj for, 
1 ot only during the Revolutionary War but also at 
'1 ew Orkans during the War of 1812, colored men 
') d sealed with their blood their patriotism, love and 
<' votion for this their natiye land. However, since 

ose days, the country bad prospered so greatly and 
c slave power had gained such ascendency, not only 
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in the; law•makiui,r hodv of the nation, bnt even in 
the hearts and minds of the a\'ernge politician, that, 
when.~olored mc11 sought to enlist they met not only 
with .refusal, lrnt, in one instance, a stem rebuff. 'Thi, 
is a white man's war,' said the late Governor David 
Tod, of Ohio, to a committee of colored men wh1, 
sought his friendly ohices toward the enlistment of 
l'olored troops during the early stages of the war. 
''and white men are going- to fight its battles!'' With 
clearer vision, however, did that matchless "Path­
finder,n General John C. Fremont, commanding tht 
Army of the West, in August, 1X61; and that other 
grizzled patriot, Genera\ D.wid Hunter, co111111,lll(lin1; 

the Army of the Soath, in '.\lw, 1852, see the sig-11 01 
the times; and had their orders hee•1 !~ft to have foll 
sway who can say that the blnody and wa~tefnl \V:ir 
of. the Rebellion would not have successfully ter111i11-' 
a tcd years before it d :d? 

It is not within th~ scope o[ this addre,-s, however, 
o,r lwfittin~ thh lrcasion, to relate in detail all the 
strn:.:~le-. and di.,;appointments which were expericnct1l 
b ·fo:c the ranks of the Cnion Army opened for tli 
rc.:•iption-; of their ''brother._ in black.'' 
• Let it suffice to say that, with the great Proclam.1 

tion of E111ancipatio11, opposition ceased; and fro11 
tlllt time down to the present day colored men ha, 
co:1~i11ued to wear and honor that blne whicl1 is know 
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aud respt>cted whete\·er civilii;llion ha-; made its i .11-
press 

The total 1111111ber of Negro soldiers furnished by 
the States aud Territories <lming- the Rebellion, as 
Hate<l by the late 0-eor~e \V, Williams, in his ''Ntgro 
Troops in the Rebellion," was 1 i$,\l7ft; of cmnse, this 
has no reference to 111:rnr thousands of colored men 
who served in the army as teamsters, laborers and Sl'r• 
vants in many others capadties. 

Nor must we furget that, at the time when many 
of these troops weu· c:nlisted, they were offc1cd as 
ccmpeusatioti for their serdccs the meager sum of $11 
Jlt't month; while the white !-Ol<liers we1e rcct.'iving 
♦ 13 for the same sen·iccs. ln acJition to the fu1c­
gi,ing. it is worthy of mention that the!-e troops were 

. rnlistcd in the face 0£ th· fall that tl1e Conft·dc1ate 

. Government had ptodaimnl (Proclamation of Jeff\·t­
son Dad", Ihcembet 2;.t, 1X(>2) that 110 q11:1rtcr would 
It' given to Negrots ~apl\llC(l with arms in their hands. 

The Fort Pillow Ma:-s~cre will go down in history 
s one of the mo,t c-!llcl and heat tless butcheries on 
t'1.:ord; when with the "rebel yell" of ''No quartet!" 
tajor N. B Forest, at the head of a division of 1ebel 
avalrv, attacked and untucrcifully butchered five 
mudred and fifty-se,·eu colored troopi;, under the com-
1and of Majur L. F. Booth, of the llniou Army after 
hey had surrendered. 



The hi~toriati tells us; "As rapidly as the men su1-
1c11dc1c,l they were 1111mlt•red; aml the Negroes, bt·• 

lie\ inri lhat 110 titerl')' ,,·uuhl be shown them, rushed 
.it Lop ~1 1ced down th,.· bLdfs to the river. 'l'hc euem,· 
pursued, aml ~hot them down as ~oou as ovcrtakei:, 
I\lany 1•f the wo1111ck1l, to c.scape brutal lreatmeut 
fi:igttell deal h; but lhty were revived by cruel kick 
,1ml blow:-, compclkd lo rise tu their knees aud the 
!>hot". h was nut )-,ug, however, bdore the euem. 
we1c gi\"1:n to 11111\t-r,-taml, hy a threatened recipro,·a 
polil·y on the p:ut uf the l~onri:mcut of the Uuite 
Stall:.-, aud by the bravery of the colored troops i 
action, that the tulcs of uwdcrn warfare could no 
thus he !'-ct at ddiauce without incurring a terribl 
rt'la1iation on the part of those who were guilty < 
the ,leech-; and the practice was ,lbcontinucd. 

At the Hattie of Fort Wagner, lhe Fift}·•fotnl 
Massachusc-tts regiment o{ i·nfantry, led by that ch· 
\'ahi.: and imlomit,,ble scion of one of Massach1i--elt 
mo.,t refined and cultured white families made 
churge·on the fort, and to i-otne extent even withi1 
the fort, which would h:we honored the (;reeks • 
Marathon or the English at Balaldava 

In the langu,1ge of the same historian: 'rhe cu 
mnn adv;rnccd <1 11ickly to the perilous work. •r1 
ramparts of \Vaguer ftashe.l with small arms, and • 
the l,uge shotted gnns roared with defiance 
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"Sumler and C11111111i11~s !\,int deli\'rred a <lest met• 
in) cross-firt', while the howitzt:'rs in the ba:stions rak­
d the ditch; l:ut the g-allant Negro rq{iment sw<'pt 
across it and gained the parapd. llere the lfag of 
tl1is rC'g-iment wa, planted; here (;eneral St1011g L:11 
111{1rtally W<'UUOl'd, and hc-re the brave-, the hl'a11t1f11I 
nd heroic Colonel Shaw was sal11tt?d hy <kath a1:d 

ki-;sc.d by immorality. The contest e11d11n·1I for abuut 
11 hour, wlH'II the regiment, ~hatternl :iml ltirn, with 
n·arly all of its ofllce1s ck·ad nr wo111Hlul. w,1s with­
irawn, under the conimaud of Captain I.n11is F. Em­
lio.'' 

Another battle which opened the eyes uf the ci\·1-

ized world to the fact that the Negro troops were foe, 
uen worthy the steel of the most gallant troops ntt 
a1th, was that of Olustee, in the l\·erglades oi Flori­
,1, fought on the 2nth of Fdmiary 17\14, between 
he E,ighth llnitc-d States Colored Troops. the Fii~t 
orth Carolina and the Fifty fourth l\lassachusvtts 

'olorcd Volunteers, V•.ie arc told that "Althou~h the 

1 attle of Olustee was not a \'ictory, yet it furnished all 

pportnnity for martial \'alor of the highest order, and 
1e opportunity was fully appreciltcd and em\.Haced 
y all the troops; but by none more than the gallant 
('f.:ro regiments, At the battle .oi Fort Fisher, near 

l 'il111i11gto11, N. C., the colored troops fo11R"hl with 
speration begotten of au iutelligent appreciation of 



the c 111,e which they were serving; and, in some in­
:-tanc-es, wne found heaped in piles where they had 
died rather than fail. 

At New Mr.rket Hei)::hts, which was a ~trategil: 
point of g-reat value, the colored troops fought with 
such valor and desperation that they fornished to the 
late (;ener,ll Benjamin F'. Butler the inspiration for a 
p:megytic on the services and value of the colore,I 
troops, when in after years he was championing the 
l':rnse t>f the Negro upon the floor of the National 
House of Representatives. Here is, in brief, what he 
said: 

"I went mn,elf with the colored troops to attack 
the enemy at New Market Heights which was the 
key to the enemy's flank on the north side of Jame~ 
Riwr. That work was a redoubt built on the top c,t 
a hill of some considerable elevatior.1 1 then running 
down into a marsh; in that marsh was a brook; then 
rising again to a plain which gently rolled away to­
ward the river. 011 that plain, when the flash of dawn 
was breaking, I placed a column of three thousa:1<1 
<·olored troops, in close column by divisions, right i11 

front, with guns at right shoulder shift. I said, 
•That work must be taken by the weight of yo1:r 
column; no shot must be fired, and t.:> prevent thei 
firing I had the c,lps taken from the nipples of their 
t,;uns. then I said, 'Your cry wbeu you charge wil 
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be\ "Remember Fort Pillow!'' and as the sun rose up 
in the heavens the order was given, 'Forward!' and 
they marched forward 1-t<.dily, as ii ou parade, weut 
down the hill, across the marsh, and as they got in it 
they came within range of the enemy's fire which 
vigorously op~ued upon them. The axe men ran to 
the front to cnt away the heavy obstructions of defense· 
while one thousand men of the enemv, with their ar­
tillery concentrated, poured from the redonbt a heavy 
fire upon the head of the column, hardly wider than 
the clerk's desk. The axmen went down under \hat 
murderous fire; other strong hands gra:-;ped the axes 
in their stead, and the abatis is cut away. It became 
my painful duty, Sir, to follow in the track of that 
charging column; and there in a space not wider than 
the clerk's desk and three hundred yards long, lay 
he dead l})dies of five hundred and forty-thn:e of my 
lored comrades, slain iu defense of their country­
ho had lain down their lives to uphold its Flag and 

ts honor, as a willing sacrifice. , • 
At the battle 0£ "Milliken's Bend," a strong point 

n the Mississippi River, the colored troops and the 
onfederate veterans engaged in a desperate hand to 
and conflict in which the bayonet was freely used. 
he use of the bayonet is said to be the severest. test 
f .martial valor; and yet they passed through the fatal 
. deal with the unflinching nerve of. veterans. The 
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e11~age111c·11t la!->k1I f10111 3 a. 111. until l 2 111., <l111i11g 

whirh tillll' the Kc-grn lwnps co,·t•terl tlwmscl\'e-. with 
glorv. 

:\111011g othe1s of llil' h1111drt·d, of luttks which th,· 
hra\'l' Nq~ro soldiers t·11gagrd i11 may he mcntinnl'd 
th,:, battles ot Nash\"illt• an<l l'ort H11dso11 in tlw \\'t'~t 
and Fi\"e Forks and thn~1• hdore Petnsliurg in th,· 
East, where thl'v wrought prn<-ligics of ,alllr, and 
won for their whuk ra(e a pbce ,_if re,pect a111l gr,1ti­
tude in thl' heatts of all patriotic Amcric:H1s. 

"Tlll'v fonght like brave tnt'n, long and wdl 
They piled the ground with rd>t·I slam 

They conqnored but their c,mir.1dt.•s fc-ll 
Bleeding at e\·en· ,·ci11." 

''To what purpose,'' am I asked, "did th,he hr:n·,_­
men yield up their li\·es a willing sacriti,-e upon th,· 
altar of their country? To wl1at purpo~e cli1\ th0,: 
whose precious graves snrround Tl" ,,,11knd in an11, 

and ~nfkr? And wll\·, 0 wll\·, do yon wl10 rt'mair,. 
like the lifekss form of another Anch;s,,s' ~igli a11.J 

groan in the midst. of the life nnd hustle 0£ this twt·ii 

tieth century? It wa,. that the ~real Republic migl1t 
live, not only to become a "world powc·r," but, !,, 
the grace of God, to help to Ut'ar the burden of tli 
weak-to .:-any the blessings of our Christian ci, i l: 
,:ation lo the poor of this earth, and to prove that, i: 
truth and in fact, as well as in poetry, 
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•·Onl' t111wh of 111en·,· makl's th(• whule world kin,'' 
'fhn fo11glit lo> fl"l'l' tlw slil\'ts, an1l, by !io doing, 

t,, l't·.,tore lo thi.s gr,-.1t :\111e1 il·a11 pt·opk, tlw white­
wi11gt·d tJ,i,·,• of (lL';11_·,·; llt,tt people whil'h, lih· skt'Jl, 
WC Illa\' ~a~·. it 

"Kuits 11p tht• r,l\'l'l!e,J sln·,·e uf l',Hl'j 

balm of h11rt mind~, ., 
( :1c;1t natun•·s M:l'ond l'lllll'~t·; 

Cltid 110111 i~hn iu liie's ft•a~1." 

Tlut peace whi..:h gi,·es !tllN'. rci11 l,1 the forces of 
prod11ctiP11 and all tile arts whi:h !low frc1111 our ma1-
\'dlo11~ ~n,ll't1h of cd11t'.1tiu11 and practie1lly applied 
science. They fo1tg:ht, morc.:on•r. that thl' poor white­
people of the South might he r~scul'd frn111 that de­
basing llir.1ld\1tll which the· :-lave p,iwer hail impostd 
1m thtm; and U1:1t hom·st labur might bL' enthronnl 
011 its proud petkstal, from \\ uich ig11ora11ce and a 
ht·a1t!e-s s'an• caste h.1d tlirown it. Finally, th1:y 
,mght tltat a pr~enl~nl.111ight 110: bl· c,..tabli"hed for 
li,·idi11g thl' tenitory which rn11~tit11te:-; our glorion~ 
; 11io11 into a lll1111 hl r of small i11dq1e1aLmt Statci-, 
,1ch n11e nmtetiding fur s11pre111acy, 110 one com• 

11allll1ng \\'ilrhl-\\'idc r1.•spect, aud c,c1y one drained 
fit:- :-.n!hta:ice llll'l''1c.l f,,r inkrn ll \kn·h•plllt'nt,) i1: 
rdt"r that a num'.>n of st..1.11di11g ar111ie, miglit be Sil!'>· 
ained for 111n tal protection. 

Yc1-; and the great A meric.rn people ,n-re grateful 
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as shown by the Ame111lim·nts to o:1r National Con 
stitution, and the Civil RiRhts law whil-h they c11al't 
t·d, hut which onr Supreme court <lecided to he 1111 

constitutional and void. 
Br the XIII A111e11dment, they aholished sla,·t•1 

fore\"cr from all the territory of t)1cse :\met ican St;itt 

and 1't•tritories; hv the XV Amendment, thty c011fi11 

the native Auwtirnu in his dtizen..,hip ano all tl· 
rights pertain:ng thereto, and by th(• XI\' Amendn1t 11 

they conft.trt•d on him the t'kctin• franchise, 
I am aware that it is foshionahle nc,wadays in i.011 

quarters, and on the part of some biased mit~d~, 
111\"(:igh against the :wtions of the fathers of 'IHI-' 
for many things done by them: and which, from tht 
point of view, set•md wise and discreet Espedalh­
this tine" hfn trft-ning to the X\" A11wndme1:t I 

~irturc of which th('. right of sulkrage w.1s m:ule 11: 

\"CT!-iat in thi~; c,,trnlr:; arnl ra:!-it-d atl the f1ee(lme 1 

the stattH of fttll-llcdged electors. Nay, their eo:Hlt 

i;; C\'('ll \'kwed in tht' light of a crinw; am! in t 

same br~ath some attempt not onlr by innuendo, l 
c.:-ven by open avowal, to tle::-rr and hdittle the lll'1, 
ser\'iccs of our \'Cteran soldiers. To aH such wc h 
but one answet: The father" who sought to Ii 
the bleC'ding wounds which the long war luit 111. 

and •1 rccomtr11ct'' the Union ahug the lines of r 
stitution:il law and order were in que~, not mor 
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nen of br,lin than me11 of heart. They stood St'CtHHI 
o none, perhaps, in their apprecialitHl of morn! and 
d11e.1tio11al f,,rccs a-; factors in the great work which 
hey had in h.111d; hnt the conflict was too recent, and 
he dangt'r,; J.vuitkd too real, for them to lose sight of 
he fact that, when "brainy" 111e11 1 sonH· of whom had 
een educated by the Government, an<l had e\'en tak-
11 oath to support the Constitution, sunght to destroy 
e l 111ion, there were nearly two h1111dre14 thousand 

f the ignorant, 1111ed11cated Negroes who came to the 
ont and aided,, with their true ht'a1ts and strong 
nns, in shielding aml protecting it. They believed 
1at at a time when a majority of the adult males of 
c South were disfranchised, by reason of the part 
hich they had taken against the Union, they could 
11st the native, patriotic Negroes who had shot 
ghl to vote tight. And had those whites in the 
uthland to whom the boon of suffrrage remained 
own a dispo,ition to fall in with the logic of events, 
cept the res~11ls of the war, and co-operate with the 
vernment and their former slaves in bringing about 
condition of peace, amity and prosperity, the 
untry would have Leen saved the carnival of vice 
d rapacity in the South which, in some instances, 
gusted the whole nation and ultimately relegated 

Negro voter there lo a masterly inactivity." 
n view of the progress made in Missis~ippi, Louisi-
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ana South Carolina, North Carolina and Alabama t 
ward the elimination of the Negro as a political facto i 

in the South, the disposition on their part to nullf ~ 

and even rescind those amendments 1s a questio I 
which will scarcely admit of debate. 11 
In fact there is no effort put forth on the part of som 
of the leaders of popular thought and effort in tb 
section to conceal the fact that the Negro voter is, t 11 

them, persona 11011 grata, aud ought to be and will l 
intppressed-by mild menns, if practicable; by bars 
means, if necessary. Indeed, it is no secret atnon 
the politicians of the South that in the adjustment 
every question of general economic import, wheth 
uf tariff. finance or expansion, all must quail befo 
that paramuunt issue of the suppression of the Neg 
politically. 

In a current number of the Atlanta Constitutio 
issued during the last fall, the following q11otati 
was found in one of its editorials: uNot until the N 
gro bas been completely eliminated as an issue c 
there be any serious division among the white peop 
of the South? With that question out of the wa 
the Democrati~ party will welcome the open fie, 
which it will give upon which to fight the battle 
party policies, and be content to stand or fall up 
the popular verdict . ., 

Will they ultimately succeed in renderinK nugato 
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Iii!> great boon which you and your dead comrade~ 
trngglecl and suffered for? Will the wheels of progres" 
e re\'er!,,ed and the car of liberty glide back wartfi 
iViH one generation sl!e the noble deeds of the pall i• 
ts of '60-' 70 become abortive, and the Freedmen of 
he South reduced to a coudition of serfdom more pit-
b1e, in some respects, tl1an that estate oi sla\·ery 
om which God and the stern logic of war rescued 

t hem? or can we, in this hazy atmosphere, with pro-
betic vision, see those ''envious streaks which <lo 

1 ce the serving cloud; in yonder east?". 
1 While we C<\n never forget that "God and one is a 

ajority ,t' and that, often, 
'•The clouds which we so much dread, 

Are big with mercy and will break, 
In blessing~ on our head," 

et, we mi1st never forget that, as with you and your 
, mrades, the battle rests not more perhaps in the 

stice of our cause than in our stalwart rectitude, in 
r ability to enlist in our behalf the sympathy and 
tive support of those who by word and deed are 
ali6ed to aid us. 

a The cause of the Negro slave was the cause of hu­
e, anity-of liberty; it was the cause of the Republic; 
i 1r upon the correct solution of that problem rested 
l> e future weal of the Union; and it would have ~een 

ugbt to a definite conclusion regardiess of the mer­
.o 

I 
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its or demerits of the u11h:1ppy victims of the lutt:f11l 
instirntion; hut now as it h;t., been wiped ont of ex 
io;t:rnce and the q\lestion of slavc•ry cxp:rnsion, with it 
attending- evils, once ancl for all time S(~\llLd, thl' ,)uh 
sure and s11--cc-ssfttl appeal which we ca:1 make tt1 tliL 
dominant c-lass in this nrnn\ry in onr bt·lnlf mn,t h. 
predicated on the immnt.ihlt• principles of j\1sticc an<I 
merit; otherwise all om appt'a's f,,r ~ympalln· a11 
&upport will but fall upon ckaf L~:ns. (hr conrsc' 111 

ward succrs-. an<l co11sideratin11 in this won,krfu 
country now lies, methinks, along- tile pat'1s of i111l11, 
try , thrift, erlucation. morality and 11sef111ne;;s \\'itl 
these nohle charactc-ristics 1wrtai11ing to us as a 1wo 
ple, we ai-e sure to bring- to our rnpport in en·: 
sphere of life, that noble army of white men aml w 1-

ll1l't1 who arc ever on the alert to rt'w,ud tire wrnthv 
and punish the unworthy. 'l'lw-;e pe1pk or th,:i1 a11-

cestors WL're with ns dnring the ol·l anti sla\'t-rv con­
test; and, for the sake of Freedom, co-op:r.1tcd with 
the Republican p,uty, during its whole heroic wo:k, 
in that behalf. Since the dawn of emantipation tlwy 
have been giving of their wealth, of tlwir so11s and 
daughters, for the education :J.'.!O adv,tnecment of 0111 

children, an,i, rely upon it, if we h11t prove worthy of 
the effort!i-if we do not betray the trust which they 
have placed in us-there is no question of ec:momics 
or politkal polity which can swerve then' from what 
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HON. I. F. BR:\lll,EV, 

Of Kat1sa-. City. Kansas 

:i Mr. HrarHey is a Missourian hy birth hnt :t Kans:11\ 
iiy aclopti:lll, having nside<l in Ka11:'.as City, Ka11sa,;, 

·• for many y<"ars. He is a brilliant lawyer, ha,·111i! ob­
y taiu(d his kgal education at the 1-:.an.,:u; Statt· l'.11i­
,i ,•ersit\' Z't Lawrence. From a ju,;til'C of the pea('C, 
1 he raised to his present position as fint assistant State~ 

,f 1ttorney by virture of predominent will power and per• 
:.cveran<:e. ls president of the board t,f r.li1edo1s of 

,. I>onglass Hospital aud Training School for nur~es, 
:s which was organir.ed and is mai11tai:1e<l by colt>rt•d 
lt peop!e alone. 

I 
I 
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:1ey consider to be their duty to the Negro race in its 
>resent dependent condition in the United Sta.tes. 

Hx:cepting the right to cast one ballot and have it 
wuestly counted for the election of those upon whom 
evolves the legislative, judical and executive funct­
~)u!> of our national and State Governments, there is 
·ofunction so dear to tl1e colored Ameticau as tbat of 
itting on juries and passing upon the innocence or 
uilt of members of his owu race, at least; and upon 
.tses i11\'olving properly interests in which he is a 
arty to the suit, Yet, it must be confessed that, in 
1e Southern States, this pri vilege-11ay, right-which 
ave been safeguarded to the English-speaking peo­
!e and their descendants from the granting of Mag­
a. Charta down to the present <lay, is "more honor­
I in the breach than the observance" of it, and we 
ave. udore us the anomalous conditions of ten mill-
us of citizens of the United States, free men (in theo­
' at least), deprived substantially-practically, of 
e right of being tried, e,·en in part, by a jury of 
eir social peers. 
, In ninety-nine cases out of a hundred; in cases 

I

. 1ere the life, iiberty and happiness of Negro citizens 
the United States are concerned, they are trie'1 be­

re a jnry consisting of a white judge, a white jury 
d a white prosecutor; and in lhe South it is notori • 
\sly true that the two races never meet on terms of 

I 
\ . 
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fitldal recognition, and they a~e politically at varianc 
with each other. Until this defect and gross injn!it 
ice 111 the administration of the laws of the land : 
radically changed, the colored American cau in ll 

:;ensc be termed a free man, acconling to the Angll 
Sax'>n accep'at1011 of the t.cnu. 

-Ho\\•e,·et, let us not l>c discouraged; for, by ever 
token of birth, service aml p1triotic love of counl'T. 
,c,e ,lre dtizens of this proud country, and entitled 
i-hare in all the blessings which flow from its fund 

·, 1uental law. On this, 011r native soil, thrice water 
by our blood, a~:l houorecl by our dauntless coura 
and sufferings in Cuba and the Philippines, we stat 
errect; thrpugh the Providence of God we are he 
by Hi!i he-Ip we propose to rem.iin here, where in t 
future as in the past we will acquit onndves like me 
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HON. L. K. ATWOOD, S. <:. M . 

.. awyer, S, holar, Ex-Rc.-pre!>entative, 'reacher and 

Leader of Soc iet ics, 

I,. K. Atwood of Jackson, Miss,, began hi~ life 
ec. 15th 1850, in Wilcox county, Alabama Short-
• after his birth bis pa.rent,. mo,·ed to Ripley, Ohio, 
1d later settled at l,odie, Illinois. He attendet! the 

blic schools until 186t\ when he entered Iberia col­
•e, of Norll\ern Ohio, and later attended A \'cry col­
•e1 Alleghe11}', P.i , finally gl'aduating from l..,incoln 
niversit)•, Pennsylvania in 1874. He at once local-

in Hinds county, Miss , and followed teaching 
hool by day and reading law at night 1111til he was 
milted to the bar. 
Three years hter, 1870, he was elected to the state, 
•islature and occupied that exhaulted position two 
ms, during which time he secured liberal ap­
priations from the state for the Alcorn A. and M. 
llege. lu addition to the above Mr. Atwood was a 
egate to the Republican National Convention that 

L __ 



nominated Harrison, and was deputy United Statel'­
lnternal Revenue Col1eclor in Louisiana. 

As an organizer and promoter of beneficial secret 
societies Mr. Atwood stands without a peer, and is 
prominently connected with several of the best known 
lodges in. America. • His favorite motto is that "color 
is no bar to greatness in the United States, if brain, 
tact, nerve, character and patient efforts arc made a 
prominent element in our every day life. 
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DR. WM TECUMSEH VERNON, A. M. D. D. 

Of Qnindaro, Kansas, President of the Western 
UniveJ"Sity. Orator, Philosopher and 

Philauthropi!>t. 

Rev. William Tecnms::h Vernon, A. M., J>. D., 
the subject of .this sketch is at present the President 
.of Western University, Qnindaro, Kansas. 

He was born in Lebanon, Mo., the son or former 
slave parent Adam and Margaret, on July 11th 
1871. At an early ,~e he tntere·d the pnblicschools of 
his native city and at the age of fifteen was prepared. 
to enter I~incoln Jn.;titute Jefferson City, Mo. 

He graduateil with class honors on June 13th 1890, 
rectiving a gold medal for scholar::,hip and being 
chosen cla.-.,; orator. His school days as is· common 
ttl most Negro youths .were ones of struggle; but the 
same perseverance which has raised him to a place of 
honor made him succeed in the pursuit of an educa­
tion'. 
• He began as a public school te.acher in the state of 
Missouri and in a few years had gained an enviable 
lace in the educational world. 
At the age of tbenty-one he was elected principle: 
the public school io his native town and here was 



n<'li\·e H n teacher, a leader in the church and i11 pub­
lic affairs. His oratorical ability in college had made 
him a marked character in college life, and in th· 
world at large he was becomiug a factor aud a leade 
as a public speaker and advocate of the common peo 
ple. 

The attention of the African Methodist Episcop« 
church leaders was attracted toward him and after 
course of lectures at Wilberforce University, he wn 
elected Principal of the then struggling school W. U. 
Qniudaro, Kansas in l 89q. 'l'he instit\ltion was then 1 

Embryo having only two teach~rs and inadequat 
buildings with onty a d07...en pupils. : ; 

He set to work at once to build up ir.to a positio 
of standing and a con~itii;m of merit ,and worth thi 
pla.nt. For years, efforts had_ been made to secure !l 

propriations a11d donations from the state of Kn11sa, 
.Early in the fall campaign of 1898, Mr. Verno 
,'ffnt to work and so impress~ th~ leading men 
the state that 1-!e was offered a position of promir 
e,ice very (emunerath•e in cb;tracter .. , •rhis he declir 
ed prefering to use his inflnence to. secure financi 
aid for _the school. Following a favorable ~on 

• mcodation to the legislature by Gpv. W. E. Stanle 
of Kan5'\S, he wrote the bill cre!lting the Stat<': I[!du 
tri-'1 School'in conn~tion witi1 w~stern UtJi'let'Jjt 
,.'fbe ir.,l _ap,prqpriation of t~ _thptts~ud Q<>\lars .. w 

' . 
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thus arc:-,;rcd for tlw school. 

New de-partmcnts were established, new building~ 
projeckd and in t w,, subse1-111ent legislatures the stuns 
of tw<'nly thousand, and twenty-two thousaud and fit­
ty two dollars have beeu given for the fttrllu.•raace of 
thit •·orL;. 'l'he institution now has a faculty of 
twelve college hied and industrially trained teacher?' 
willt spacious buildings and a large enrollment from 
all over the West. 1'he President is now entering 
upou his eighth yeJr of service and this prosperious 
31Chool bas Theological, Classical, Musical and indus­
trial departments with Literary courses similar t,> 
that of other colleges and industrial courses in car­
pentry and architecturt-, Printing and bookbindiu~. 
Uusiness course and Stenography, Dreeis making and 
Needle work, Tailoring and FarminK, Cooking and 
laundering. 

Mr. Vernon u an orator bas made a national repu• 
talion. Press clippings and testimonials from both 
races attest this fact. From leading papers and indi­
viduah we clip the following:- "Vernon is peer of any 
rator in the state white or black." 
Hon. Tom McNeal iu Mail and Breeze, Topck.a, 

'ansas. After an addrcu before the legislature of Kan­
lhis editorial was written by Hon. Lee McGill, a 

eading white editor of Kansai', "Black as he was 
,od's seal stamped upon him, wluch no effort of mau 
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could dTace, bei-pt>aking the Hthiopian proper, lw 
made the best sp~ech I have listem·cl to during thl· 
entire Sf'ssion. It was coudtcd in language without 
a flaw. He ne,er hesitatt'd for n word, never failed 
to express himst'lf as he dt"sirl'<l to be under~too<.l, He 
was unselfish, noble and manly.:• 

United State Senator J. R. Burton in a speech in tht• 
United State Senate on May 27th, 1902. said of him: 
"Rev. \V. T. Vernon, one of the ablest orators I eve 
heard, a man of commanding nbility, is building a, 
institution for the purpose of educating the Negro 
educating him in the useful art~, aud that great phi! 
osopher, orator and philanthropist is telling his peo 
ple to get houses and get property. He has not 
drop of Anglo-Saxon blood in his body. His skin i 
black, but his heart is white. He is doi11g a ver. 
great work. He has the sympathy aud he is gcttin 
help from tbe white man. 11 

He has spoken in all parts of the country with sue 
celebrities as the Governors of Missouri and Kansa 
and the Congressmen and Senators of Kansas th 
leading F.ducators of the Mississippi Valley; and tl1 
denominationa1 leaders of the race. 

At the last General Conference of the A. M. I· 
church held at Columbus, Ohio, he made the spcec 
of the session. 

President Vernon bas been an editor and for som 
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,·ears edited the Western Christian Recorder. His 
more onerous duties made it necesmry for him to re­
~igu this position to do his other work. 
Besides h:in~ a Trustee of the Institution O\'er which 
lie pre:-,ide~, hc i.;; also a Trustee of Wilberforce Uni­
,·crsity a11d a member of the General Educational 
Board of the A. M. E. church having control of all 
schools of tlwt deuomiuatioll 

The ch'gree of master of arts has been conferred up­
on Mr. Vernon by his Alma mater and Wilberforr.e 

' University has honored him with the Degree of Doc­
tor of Divinity. 

n 
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HlOCRAl'HICAI., SKHTCH OF 

MR. HAYWOOD CHAMBI .. ISS, OF 

MOUNDS, 11.,LINOIS. 

Mr. }fa'.\·wood Chamblsis of Mounds, Illinois, wa"I 

~rn ~t liu~t-ing!on: 1'en_n:, t~1.i.rt~~f_our }'t'ars ago •. A'II 
11o v11s1n~5 man, ne nai:i met wuu rare 5Ul'Ct'.'5!!1 ow111n:.:-I 

:~~~/'!:~::~:r1t~:~: 1:::e;~,;o~: dr~r~•~!=m~;::~1 
~~ns fou~ o:~-~r bo~ises and lots ~~ Mo_u~ds ~sidt>~, 
n1s i.tore Dutlctrng ~hown on page '/0, an<l t~ estunate,tl 
.... •- .... .-. .. t'h *' non •~ -, n~••~ 'F'J"v,·, I 
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IllOCl{:\l'HlC.\I, SKETCH OF 

MH. A. C. CAIN, OF 

Jackson, Tcu11. 

'Mr. A. C. Cain, of Jackson, 'l'ennessee, whose like­
~ss is shown on page :N,is an ex.:ellent example of 

the progressive colored American. He wa:, born at . 
,awreuce couutv, Miss, fifty-eight years ago, and at 
n early age hegau to shift {or himself. Few men 
,ave been more successful than has our subject, who 
s absolute owut•r of a fine four story brick buisness 
,!{)Ck on the corner of Lafayette and Market streets, 
ack.son, 'l'enn , besides eight dwellinl;!' houses fro1w 
hich be receives an· annual rental of more thaM. 
1,000. In addition to the above holdings Mr. Caiu 
wns large interests in the Street Electric Railwar, 
wo Natioual Ranks, the Home Building and Loan, 
Cemetery Co., and in the Royal Street Park Co. 
Mr. Cain accumulated about $3ll, 000, within the 
st 20 }'ear by safe investments aud economic living, 
ud all within the city of Jackson, Tennessee. 
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BIOGRAPHICAi .. SKETCH OF 

M. W. ALEXANDER 

Of Carbondale, Illi11<,is. 

Mr. M. W Alexander of Carbondal<", Ill., whos 
likeuess ii. found on pP~e 23, is truly one of th 
most successful hu-;iu!SS men in southern Illinois. H 
was born forty years ago in Red River county, Texas 
In the person of Mr. Alexander is found a forcible ex 
ample of what a man without an education and me.,n. 
can do if be properly apply himself to things withi 
his reach. 

Reared on a Missouri farm, later going to Cap 
Girardeau, Mo., where he soon learned to read an 
write by strenuous efforts He started a barbersho 
without any previous expeneu~ .. ~ in the business an 
rapidly pushed his way to the 1ro11t from a busineY 
standpoint and in Chicago in 1885, became master 
the tooSdrial profession. In securing an elegant si 
room brick school building for the colored ch1ldre 
and in inaugurating a mo,·e which culminated in t 



\Hdlding of a large :\lasouic Tc111pk at C,ip::- (~ira1• 
,ieau pro\'e him to he a man of proRrcs,-i,·e ide.1~. na 
( klobn, i'th 18/'l() ht.· was n.a11icd tu Mi,-,, FratH'ts 
lenkim; of Cairo, Ill., who has since dt•ce:ist•d, ahc-r 
whkh Mr. Alexaudcr mo\'ed to Carhondale. Ill. amt 
:11s engaged iu thl' mercantile b11siuess, ,)wnin~ an,! 
npernting a grocen· and 11otio11 :shire, in cnnnecti,m 
with a P.arher shop. 

He enjoys tht' distinction oi heiu~ the lir.~t l'•llore,1 

aian to he elt"cted a memher of th~• btnrd nf ed11c·.ni,1,1 

whkh position he occup'ied threl· Yt'ars. 

In 18\IG he composed and published une 01 tht" 
~randest campaign songs on rec(ml. entitled. ·;\ Lit­
tle Vote for McKinley Will :\lake IL Right.'· Tin.• 
!'resident wrote him a iiue complimt·utar\' letter H'· 

.;aiding the song, aud it was rt'gankd hy '.\tr. Cha:-.. 
K. Harris, of Milwaui:ee, aud ulhet~ a-. a »pkwfo~ 
1,iece of work. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF 

MR. GREENE LYPE 

Of Cairo Illinois. 

The 'subject of this sketch was born in 
nessee 43 years ago. In early manhood he moved 

• Cairo, IlJ., and engaged in the grocery business, ca 
rying a· t2 000. stock. 

He was appointed on the police force in which c 
pacity be served five years, ·and he may just)y boa 
of making the best record of any pobce officer t 
city ever bad. For three consecutive terms he w 
elected county constable which position be now filJ 
He invested his earnings in a fine 100 acre farm, whic 
ia valued at $5,000. including improvements. M 
Lype contributes his success to economical livinz an 
attending strictly to his own business. 
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RIOGRAPHY OF 

R.EV. JAMES E. HUDSON. A. M. 

Rev. James K. Hudson, whOSI! likeness i.s showu 
above, was born 41 years ago in Carroll county, Mis.a. 
Heber.ran life on a farm and attended school in hi• 
neighborhood until he was permitted to teach, which 
work he followed for several years finally taking a 
bigher course of study. Later he entered the minis­
try and has been a successful pastor of many of the 
argesl Baptist churches in Mississippi and is moder-
tor of the Oxford A.ssociatiou of the northern part of 
he state. lo addition to this Mr. Hudson is Grand 
rganizer of the Knights of Agriculture of Washing• 
on, 0. C., leader of the U. B. of F. and S. M. 1'. of 
is state and was for seven years secretary of the same. 
e has a desirable home valued at tt,600, is a devot~ 
husband and father, now re.siding at Batesville, 

issisaippi. 
Along with the exacting duties of a faithful tninia­
of the gospel, he has written and published a neat 
k. on '·Sermons and Subject Analysis." 



'.\I ll I .-\. B. 

/\ P1:--ti11gni~.hl·tl Ph, ,-i1·i,111 t )f 

J ,1ckso11 1 :\I i:--siss1 Pl'i 

Th1: s:1 bject of this skdch wa-; horn O.:t 11 t !1, 1 ,.., ; l 
at EbemZl'l' '.\liss., of ,:cry poor a11d ht1111bk p;rn:u,· 

;1~e. Attell\kd the lit.tie town i:chool until l\,ei, 

vcar:. old at which O)!;e he then pe1snad,d hi!'- rnotlH'1 
then a widow, to sdl out and mo,·e to Holly Sp1111g, 
Mi~s., where the other cHhlren of the family and h1111 

self ro(1ld have helter :ulvanta~es for ath'n(ling sl'l111s l 
This was done aud there he attended s1.'11ool w,nki11 
at inter\'als to support his mother, thr~·e. !-isters a11 

two younger brothers until he Guished a classil·al co 
'l·ge cour~e with the degree of A. H. Two of hi~ si 
ters als.o finished with thi-. degree a1id tl:ereforc hav 
the di~tinclion of btinr, the only colored family ; 
Mississippi in which three of its members are Bacl1 
!ors of arts. He then ta11ght a while and began ti 
study nf medicine ~raduatiug from the Illinois Md 
cal C(•llege of Chicago in 18ll7. Began .. the pract, 
at Jackson Mississippi. Have done a great deal of s1 

gery for the railroads and in other case~, have serv 
as expert witness more than a score of times and ha 
accumulated forty thousand dollars. 
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THE SOUTHERN PRO BL Et-'\ 

AND PREJUDICE TO NEGRO 

. Ed\.lcatior\ 

Hy Rev. C. C. l'hillips, of (~o~conda, lllinoi!'l. 

Perhaps it will not be a miss to begin this a1t1de. 
with an extract froni a speech made b)· l;overnor 
\'anfaman < f Missi~sippi. who made a crusade 
thrungh the north in oppositioa lo Negro cd11cation. 

So long as men of this type rneccnl in getting to. 
he the first man of a. !--lak or 11atio11, they will he 

. talked about, wrote abo11t, read about and perhaJ)S 
dreamed about: There is an old · proH·rh that sayl': . 

· '•'l'here is no deYil so bad as an enemy in power/' 
perhaps there is none th1t feel the foree of this adaRe, 
more keenly than the Ncgrots in l\lissi~sippi and. 
othu southern slates where they ha\'e bn:n disfran­
chised and eveu dared to declare that education is. 
ctimiual to the Negro;. Hcr.e is what the. (';o\·emur. • 
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of Mi:<-sissippi sayi. with tefi:n·nce to the Nt>gro ,·otin,: 
"] am opposed to th!.' niggers ,·oting, it matters ,wt 
what his :uh-ertisc.-d moral and mental <111alifu.-atiow 
may lx·, I am just as much opposed to Booker \V,1"h 
ington, with all his Ang1o-Saxon reinfor~enwnt, ,·ot 

iuK, as I am the cocoanut-headcd chocolate colon·•I 
l)'pical little coo11 Audy Dotson who blacks my shon 
t'\'ery morning. t,it·ither 011e is fit to perform tlw 
supreme functions uf citizenship.'' One of om great 
men han· saicl '·The very he!-t results comes from 
good thinking. He who think~ on things that au· 
}1011est, pme, true and goo.I, will lh·e the best: 'l'ht· 
life a man lives will generally reveal the thoughts ot 
his mind. It is not an easy matier to tell just how tlit 
Governor of Mississippi has lived, Or whither or not 
t.lu! extract is a trne description of his mind, "and 
general make up" or the miml nnd "make np" ul 
those that elected 1nm to the highe!it office of tlw 
t-tate of Mississippi, (Governor ). 

• It is a matter of very small moment whither tht 
words are a part of himself or t lwi-e that elected him, 
it is bad enonigh either W,l}': Since thi" distingnisheil 
Gentlemam with his \'ery strange ability conducte1l 
bis campaign upon the platform of ceasing to educatf 
th~ Negro. It has not b':'en a great while ago since h<' 
vttoed a bill carrying an appropriation for Negni 
~cbools; The distinguished southerner says: '• A smart 
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nigger ts a bad uigger." •·Education makes l\i111 
r:riminal." if this is true, that education doe, 111akL' 

criminals of Negroes, it neccss:trily follows that he-
f,>re the Co\'crnN shows f.ivM td a criminal, h.:- must 
!i1st consider whither or 1wt ht• can d,> it with,,nt lo,s 

,>t character, scco11tl, without bn·ach ol law, thi:ti, 
without e1a:ourag-enit:iil of c-riiiif', fourth ~rit.h,,ut in­
fringement or 1..'ompr,H11ise oi f~·->H'n1111e11l. 

But there is a vast difference hetwt•t•n a ct imi11al 
:utd au educated gc11t!t·111:rn, or lady; a11d if erl11eatin11 
makes the Negro criminal it 11111st aiso foiiow· that it 
1nust have the san1e effect 
Candler, a distinguished 
Vardaman of Mississippi:-

upon the \•.thites. It S. 
sontherner says oi Gov 

1 "It is true that the governor of Mississippi made a 

I. ,·attvass along the Hue and took i he pos1twn that the: 
,·d11r:iti,m of thP NP<"rn rli,l 11n ,~lln1l. lmt that tht" I ;1{;r~.,i;;·~;~ ~d~c~t~';l ~h;·,~10;~- e;i~1~i·,;ai--l~-; l;~~~-m~-.-.~ 

I :\tld, "Oh he is opposed to the higher or college ('Oll­

i ~at!?" of the. ~,e?to:" t~t: distin.~11i:.hed ge:1~len'.;'.~1 

I turtner says: "lt ne 1s ~, Negro regara1ess to nts :tt>ll-
ity, be looks just like .. A .. udy l)otson the negro 1 'that 
hlacks the governor's shoes <."Very morning.'' Mr. 
Spright of the lovable state of Mississippi indulges 
in the same sort of venom, and s:iys: "We have enoug-h 

. of this prejudice 1 if you wish to call it so, to forever 
debar tbe Negro from active participation in our 
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i,t,lte governments, to exclude him from our dini1q 
tooms, except as a waiter. and to shut the door tigh, 
"ud fast to any appro:ich to social equality". 

It is uot only the doors of the dining room~. th.it 

are slameJ tightly at his heels, but the doors of tli..' 

courts where he is supposed to get justice is shat i11 
his face: And it is not alone in the southern st;:itl•, 

that the Negro is unfairly treated in the enforc-e1m.:u1 
of law: Uut we can say of our own knowledge, an:! 
from au experimental standpoint that in some of th~ 
northern state courts and juries are often the euemir,. 
of the Negro. And they "stand pat" to exaggerat,• 
magnify his faults and ignore> his virlure~. In this 
connection we will quote an extract from the speech 
of Rook.er T. Washington, as was quoted by Hou. 
Edward D. E. V. Morrell of Pennsylvania, in thl· 

House of Representatives, April 4th, 1904. As agaio~t 
a distinguished gentleman from Georgia (Bartlett\ 
Vardaman and other southerners, with Reference to 
Negro education and disfranchisement: "On Feb.12th 
:1t a meeting in New .York, the question of Negro in 
dustrial education audits bearing on the race problem 
was discussed, Andrew Carnigie presided, President 
Rlliot of Harvard was among the speakers. Ex: Presi 
dent Grover Cleveland sent a letter in which he said, 
11 I am so completely convinced of the importance of 
this cause. as it is related to the solution of the prob• 
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1cm 110 patriotic citizen should forget that_ I. look up­
on every attempt to stimulate popular i11terc~t am! 
activitv in it.s h~half as dnty of citizt:nship." Book~·r 
'I'. \Vashington, whom tLe gent\..:man from (~eorgia 
wonld <lisf1anchise because of his color, was the kad­
ing speaker of this convocation of great men. I qnote 
from his spn'.ch a few parai;:raphs which were not but 
• might ha\'e been spoken in reply to the gentleman 
from Georgia:- After making cardnl inquiry I can 
not find a half-dozen cases of a man or woman who 
has complett'd a full conrse of education in any of our 

'. . reputable institutions like Hampton, Tuskegee, 1ii~k 
or Atlanta, who arc imprisoned. The record of the 
scmth show that 90 per cent of the colored people i1~1-
prisoned arc without knowledge of trades nn<l t\1 per 
cent are illiterate, but it has been said the Negro ,• 

t proves economically valueless iu proportio11 as he is 
\ edH.s'ated. Let us set"; All ~ill agree that the Negro 

in Virginia for example, began life forty years ago ,in 
f) 

11 complete poverty, scarcely owning_ clothing or a d~ys 
food. The report of the state auditor ,;how the Ne_ -

I· 
gro to-day owns at least one twenty-sixth of thereal-

11 ' 
,t estate in the commonwealth exclusiv,: of his holdi11gs 

in towns and cities, and that in the c,,nnt1es ea,;t ·of 
the Blue Ridge mountains he owns o:1e sixkenth. ·111 

L Middlesex county he owns one sixth, in Hanover 
>f one fonrth. ln Georgia the official n•eords show that 
,. largely tlmmgh the• influence of l'.ducated pupils 
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from Atlanta school and others, the Negroes added 
last year $1,526 000, to their taxable property making 
the total amount upon which they pay taxes in that 
state alone flt>, 700 1000. Few people realize under the 
most difficult and trying circumstances during the 
last forty }'ears it has been the educated Negro who 
counseled patience, self control and thus averted a 
war of races. Every Negro going out of our institu• 

I 

I 
tions properiy educated becomes a iink in tile chain I 
that sha'll fore'Vfi bind the two races together in all 
essentials "If the Negroes are going back as a result 

~ee:::~;:i:~1:::d ~:~th:i
1t:se:~::~~: ::yo!e:s\!: I 

thousand vears of education and conseaneut imnoosed 
refinemeui? We institute the stockade principl;, ~hen I 
:i:;.a~~:t:::!~s;n~3c~:il~~g~~:v~~1ti:~1::y::;~ui::: 1

1 
long to him under the instmnent which tnade us what 
we are. When a crime is commited we follow him I 
like a wild beast with dogs. When captured we bnru 

:~:e:~;;ed~,~se:;~h!:1~~:u:t;;~ ~:!r a:~fi~iv::m~t~~i:: .I 

weI ::0 ~~nt~~0!o~~e!U:~!:Tn~~l~~!~~n!!~ii-~ho haH: ,1 
been elected to the greatest law making body in the 
world can raise their hands and swear by the ever­
living God that they will stand by the constitution: 
Aud theu depart from the XIV and XV Ameudment,1 
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Sketch of Douglass Hospita11 Ka11~as City I Kansas. 

On page 102 of this volume will be found a picture 
of the Douglass Ho'ipilal of Kama, City, Kansas. 

'f'he founding of this much needed instutio11 had its 
conception in the 1nind of the lau1ented Dr. H. S. 
Howell in September of 1898 and reached the point 
of definite organization under the direction of Drs. ~. 
P. Thompson and 1. C. Unthank and others of the 
medical profession as well as the laity. 

The medical staff of Douglass from its very hgin­
ning has consisted of the, best physicians of both 
races, her doors are open to all regardless of creed or 
dogma; race or color. 

There is connected with this institution a trainiog 
school for nurses, the course of study is two years the 
curriculum compares favorable with similiar institu­
tion, \he practical work is certainly excellent. 

I 

The first dass graduated, May 231 1901, the mem­
bers of tlie class were· Misses Minnie L. Gilmore and 
Nellie J. Hihle-rbrand. The second class graduated 
May 28, 1903, the members of this class were Misses 
Pearl Monroe and Senora Saunders. To Mrs. I-1, V. 
Ashton Woods, the head nurse and matron of Doug­
hss Hospital more than ''any other one individual is 
is the success of this institution due. 

Mrs. Woods is a devout christian wom~u, ener-

I. 



gt'tic a11d lull pf l':\:"'Clltin· .,hilit, Silt' w,.lS in,.;pin-d 
1,1 t.ikt· up th1..., \\(Ilk Ii\ till· n.:ndi11g 11f !Jr. Shdd1111'-; 

h1111k, "In his :--tq,s." 1.0 which shl' ;.,1\: "I owe m11d1 

ii not .ill th.it 11rnv ht• c,m..,idntd g(,od in my 111is:,;i"11 
w11rk 1,f l(l11ki11g aitcr tlw sic·k n11d ,itl11cu:d " 

This i11stit11tio11 is ~lll'l·'Olltd hy tlw gt·11t•1011:-. pnli 
lie the first year tht· t1ub11a•1·s report shows in lllolll.·\ 

1 ,371,7:! m1d nthu d111·.ation,; of np1al ,at11atio11 1·,H·i1 

Year ha .. avt·ragrd th1· Slllll' a111111111 in 111 ,11c·,· with 
the exccptio11 of List H·ar whi1·\i was 11ut q11it1· s,, 
11\llCh. 

Th1.· fin,t \t',H the· instit11tio11 had 1()1 pat it tH·t~; ~i, 
births: 2iideaths, J 17 clis('haq.,:,:cl as nm·d; ~'tl di:--ch,1rg­
t~d as incur:ihk: n11mhcr li!ne6ttt-d ;n. 

The present oilicer., of tht· B,1.ml Ii lh• 
recturs of Dungl.\:,,; Hospital arl' Hun. I. F. Iha :ky 

Prrside11t. ~In,. 0. B. Jllh11~011, Sl'.crttan:. aPd :\II!-. 
Frances Tll'.n!, T1ca~mt·r. 



A/v\BITION ESSENTIAL 

TO NEGRO PRO= 

GRESS. 

\\'Ii ii~· l'n11,;idni 111::- the ~ cgrnt•, cond it i, 111 to da \. a.~ 
• ,1mparcd with thl'ir nmditilln thirt\'-lin, \'C'a1s ;1gn, 

Wl' ca1111ot hut ,,·mHkr at tlw rapitlit\' of thl'i1 p10. 

hrc,;,; iu the ecoHomic:1), iiioral, lin;tncial :iil,I ulu,:a­
t1omd 1-pht•res uf life. 

For a pct idd l'! .! Ii\ n•.11-; the Nt·groe,-. \\'t'!<' 1·,n11-

!'l'llcd In work 11nd1•r \'1,11diti,11b IH>l <'.1k11l.11,·il It> i11-

:-pirt~ the111 with love and rtsp,·,·t inr l.d11n. llt-111.~ 
111ert· cn·atmes oi circ11111st.111cc.,. l'lll (lff h,· sl.l\ t·n· 

ln,111 !lit· p1iYil.igts < f dtVt 1,,! iq, :11to n11t111ttl an,l 
,L·lf rclia!ll c1tizt·11,-., tht•\· dt·,·o,,·ed iuto a ,-.t.1te of ah 

-11l11tt: dq>t.•11<h:11t'~· with 110 tliou.~hts nl a ln:,:hn dnt\' 

than that oi ohC\ ing th<· wili of ti1eir 111astn,. Their 
cnn:;ics pr(•Ho,rnccd llkm incapah\• ci cs1111pn.·hl·t1d­

i:ig the hig·her branches ,>f ,·'11wa1i()11, and c1,11"i~m·d 
t,, them a k1sc :111d ignohl:! station in lik, that u! ,1 
lave. 

lmtnediakiy after the o,·c1tlnow of tl,at hasc i11-
,titution in the south, p'."lst bt:llnm !egi.-dation made 

he Xeg-ro a new fa.:·tor in :\111erica' . ., eco11omir~.i1 and 



lH 

political llfr. lfr w.1s then a tww creatur.! of a dif­
ft·rt·nt c-ivilization. With his freedom came inspirn­
hon; his latent rnt·rgit·s wne ckveloped and his 1"' 
lt'ntial powers :uroascd, hut his condition was but 
little ht•lkr than wlwn a slave. 

What to do with and fot the Negro was the parn 
mount question, and has been referred to from that 
day nnti I this as a problem. 

While the snppostd Negrn problem is not the mo~t 
important q 11estion of to-day, yet it is by far tlw 
gravest. It is a <1uestion whir:h clFistian educatio11 
must face calmly, quietly and dispassionately. Tlw 
time ha.o; now fully arrived when the people of tht· 
llnited States, both North and South should rise abon 
partv, above prejudice, into the sphere of man's dut, 
to man, christian to christiau, and A mer i can t " 
American. 

A race like an individual, lifts itself up by liftin.: 
others up; and no people in the civilized world hc1ve 
a bt-tter opportunity to show that they possess tl1 
highest t,pe of christian fortitude and magnauimitv 
than the white people of the United States. Th 
Negro race kno.'.\'s it is weak 11nd wants to be strong 
it knows it is ~gnorant and is seeking enligr.tenment 

Onr grieviances att not that our libertie~ are fev. 
but tl1at e411al opportunities are denied us. In th 
notb the ~itilled mechanic is hared from plying hi 
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\rade in the machine shops. The t.Tnions 1dusc to 
:l1lmit him as a competitor, In the south, whilt• tHl 
,t.•t ions objection is raised aiai nst the ~ e-~1 n as a la hot -
t·r, he is denied the full enjoyment of his franchise­
mcnt. Yet we believe this great :\111erica11 11;1tio11, 

t lw i.:11ardia11 of the liberties and cunteutment of all 
human beings who stand ht'neath her emblem ot 
prosperity aud honor, will rec<•gnizt· the ohligations 
which sprang from ht•r own fu111lam1c'11tal law, and 
t 11c law of God. Will yet ackn~wle<lgc that the one 
h1ood of humanity though coursing throu~h the veins 
<t! different races is entitled to all the rights, nppor­
t1111ities and immunities which the thousands of lives 
,rnd the millioas of dollars have guarankc,1 tn all 
:\merican citii,;cns. 

The solution of this problem dGe-. uot test l'1tti1dv 
11p~m the white people hnt is mutual. Tile '.'-:e~1ot·i. 
are now able to help think for themseln:s. Thev 
have a great work to dLl in preparing th.'. raL't' to stand 
alone. \Ve are rut loose from the white man and our 
idations a1e only formal and on a business principle-. 
Our condition must he impro\'ed by our own efforts. 

ltlf children must be trained i'n 011r own homes and 
the future of our race in morality and cultme will he 
1igh or low only in proportion to om own ideas of 

and education. It is therefore ahsolnteh· 
ecessary that every opportunity to become str011ge1, 



tinancialh 1 11wrally a11d i11tdkct11alh he i111p1on:d. 
':'ht• whik man can gin· n111al 11ppo1t11nitics hnt bl' 
urn 1wt forn.· us to aecq.it th1:m. ln mauv of till' sll-1 Ill 1 

and more s11h,ta11tial pl'n,ui1s of lik wt.• an:.· gi,l"ll 
gokkn op1H11tu11itic~ whil'h \H' :ire slow in gr:1sp;11g. 

\\\• :tr(' gi\'en a d1a11ce lo p11rd1asc homl's, educate 
om cl1ild1e11, f,,r 111,1ml and domt·stir impron:111(•111.. 
\\'ht·n tJw-;c more t. xacting frat11rcs o{ c·itizenshil' 
ha\'t~ het·n ,,cq11in·d our hattlc f,,r ciyi\ right and pu­
litical t·1p1ality will be half WOii, Citi11'.nship with 
11s should mean a g1(•at deal more than the pri\'ibg1 
<li voting. It ,-ho11ld furnish t\1e moti\'e for domc·s•• 
tic impron·me11t and sdf reliance. Our aim ~houltl 
he to spt·nd kss than WC' make, and our motto, 1·x 

ce\,,ic,r in the imlnstrial, financial. moral and edU<'.,l 
tion:d pursuits of life. 

l\•rhaps the greatest break upon our road to sue 
ccss is lack of ambition. \\\~ as a race arc to eaisih 
satisfied with our surroundings. It was the prog1t~­
sivc spirit and n11tirin~ energy of the froutiers111e11 
that c-arn:d out of natures tangled f:.ire~ts and rnggt>cl 
plains some ,,f the most mag·nificc11t cities of the world 
It was the am\,;•:,m of Ceasar that made him great 
and afterward made Rc,me mistress of the world. I 
is sai,l of Ahrnham Lincoln th:it his wife married hin 
bccau::e !,}Je thought his ambition would sometim 

m.1kc him president of tht: Fnited States A nrnn wilh 
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ont :nn1,ition is like a locomotin· without steam; a 
1111:re. uhj<-'t't wahont force. \\'hat is tnw of an in<li­
vichnl i,- al~u trn e of a race. 

A ,·.i~t maiorit,· of 11s are contented with much less 
thrn tli.: act1Jal tJt•cess:uil·S of life. The things that 
make L,r powc•r and respel't we f,iil to acquire; Our 
d,;:,,.ire:-- extt'nd only to the present and we are too 
selti:-li to prl)\·ide for the future comfort of our children. 

If from generation to generation no perceptable ad­
vance111eu t i, made in the matter of owning property 
a.~d obt.1i,1i11g au edncation, the time will soon arrive 
when we will find it both expensi,·e and humiliating 
to li\'e upon what other peoplt: ha\'t! acquired. The 
higher ci\'ilization goes, the more complicated are the 
conditions of society and the more exacting are the 
affairs of life. 

The opportunities and privileges that once were 
ours are rapidly being withdrawn. The hand of fate 
has written c-n the wall, and our only safety lies in 
the ownership of the soil, with a comprehensive know­
lt:dge of both, industrial auJ higher education. 

\'oung men and young women this is a golden op• 
portnuity for you to become leaders in the interest of 
your race. Are you preparing yourselves for the task? 



I~IOCRAPHICAL ~KETCH OF 

HON JUHN l'. lalEEN 
Politician, ( hator and Lawyt r ( )f 

\\'ashi11gton, n. C 

Hon. John P. Green who is doing valiant ser\'in 
for the Repuhlicans in tlu:· pn.•..,e:it pl.>litic,ll campaign 
is a well-known Clevelandt.'r. 

'.\tr. 4~reen was born in Nl'W Ikrnt.>, ~. C., April?, 
lHS, and came to (levelaml. Jnly ;, 1~37 II!! bought 
a home f<n- his widnwtd muthcr by \\ork111g in ,·arictl 
laborious capacities. 

He prepared for the Central High School whilt 
serving as a waiter in dining rooms, and was gradu­
ated from that school :.11 I ~ti\ ➔. He theu studied Ln\ 
witl1 the late tirm of Bishop & Adams, and subse 
quently was gradt·ated from the ()hio Law College o 
Cleveland. 

• He was admitted to the bar in South Carolina i1 

l 8 70, and practiced in the conrts of that State a 11t 

Ohio nntil 1897. In 1873 he was elected jn-;tiee < 

the peace oi Cleveland township, and ser\'ed 11in 
)ears in that capacity with success. In 18'-2 hew.-
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,elected to t.he lower branch of the General Assembly 
of Ohio, and i-erved l wo years. In 1 SHO he was re• 
cleckd to the: same body. He framed and seemed 
the passage of the hill creating Labor day in Ohio, 
and was the in\·ited gm'st and orator for the lahor or­
g,rnizations of Cincinnati on three different labor days. 

In 1892 he was elected from this city to the Senate 
of Ohio, where he served two years. Mr Green has 
trave1e<l extensively iu Great Britan and 011 (he conti­
nent, and has lectnred on Ametican topics iu the 
principal cities of Scotland. 

He worked for the election of President McKinley. 
and wiis appointed to the position he now occupies­
United Statt>s postage stamp agent. Seventy seven 
thousand postmasters receipt to Mr. Green for all the 
postage stamps used in .the jurisdiction of the {lnited 
States. 

In 1872 he was elected an alternate to the Philla­
ielpbia Republican nat~onal convention. In 1884 he 
~as elected alternate-at.large to the Chicai:;o Repnbli• 
an national con,·entiou, and in 189ti was elected al­
erna.te•at-large to the St. Louis Republican national 
·unvention. 

Mr. Green has three sons, two of whom are lawyers 
ud one in busine~s. He has ah() a daughter who is 
t school. His temporary residence is \Va;,,h~ngton, 
• c. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 011 

Prof. John C. l..ewis, of Cairo, Illinois. 

The sut-ject of this sketch was born Jan. 1, 1857 
The early part of his life was spent on a fartn in Ha.rd 
in county, Ky., about tbirty-fi,·e miles south of Louis 
ville. He attended his first school when tweh•e year. 
of age. This sei:sion of school lasted two months 
Three years later he attended another school tw 
months. He gathered sufficient knowledge from mis 
cellattt0us sources which, with the systematic in 
struction received during tho~ four monthr., enable<­
bim to secure a teachers license from a county super 
entendaat of schools, and taught his first school wher 
eighteen ~·ears of age. For three years he worked 01 

a farm near Louisville, Ky., during the farming sea 
son and tall&'ht three months session d_tiring tht> win 
~r. .Having saved a small sum of money, he C'Dtere 
the Preparatory Department of Berea college fn tb 
fall of 1879. He graduated from Berea in the clas 
of 1886 ~tb the degree of B. S. He came to Illi 
nois iu the autumn of the same year and taught hi.­
irst school in this state in the country, three mile~ 
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west of Sltawucelo,\'11 at thirty dollars per month. 
He went from here to DuQuoiu where he taught oue 
year and then went to Shaw111.-eww11 where he taught 
untill he came to Cairo in 1891. 

He met his wife, Miss Cordelia U Scott, when a 
student at Berea, They were married December 5, 
1889, three children have been born to them, one boy 
and two girls. 

When he came tC\ Cairo. the High School had just 
been organized and there were only nine pupils in 
that department. The fi'rst class was graduated in 
1892; Among the graduates of Sumner High School 
are lawyers, physicians, preachers and school teachers. 

Prof. Lewis it a real estate owner, is a member of 
the Baptist church, is master of the Masonic l:•:idge, 
is a Knights Templar, is Past Patron of Order of the 
Eastern Star, is secretary of Immaculate Temple No. 
1, Knight.,; of Tabor, and identities hims~lf with every 

. move tending to better the condition of his people. 
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HIOl:RAl'llll'AL SKETCH OF 

HON. (.', W. MERRIWEATHER 

OR ATC IR, EDITOR ANI> ARTlST (W' 

l'_adueah, J.::eutnckv. 

Hon. C. W. Mt'rriweather \\',IS horn at Hopkin" 
\'ilk, Ky., in the year 1~l>S. lli!-1 molht•r, Anna, wa~ 
a nati,·e Teune~senrn, while l1is father was a Ken­
luckian. Neither co111<1 read o.- write. Merriweathe, 
early in life, harl advantages of pnb!ic i.chools anct be­
fore he was twelve ,ear!! old ht>gan to evince an apt 
11eM for 11Yawing whkh in aftet y•ears ma.le hiff 
known throngho11t the !'late; sncll journals as tht 
l>aih American of Nash,..ille, Tenn., and the Daih 
Courjer Journal of I~o11i ,ville, Ky., having i-pokt:n 
well of hi& work. Spending four years at the Statt 
\Jni,·erttity. at Lonisville, he ~gan to tHch and follow 
M:W!'ip&~r work, having been in the ~ervice of i;uc1' 
pa~r!'i as tbe World, the f'reeman, and the Journal 
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of Indianapolis, Ind, the Bee of Earliuglon. Ky., the 
Indicator and Major of Hopkinsvillt.·, Ky., the Dailv 
Sun of Paducah, Ky .. and the Standard of Cairo, Ill. 

In lSHH he established the l'adm:ah, ( kv.) Bee, 
a republican weekly newspaper. Ht' b secretaty of 
the republican committee of his county, hai- repre• 
seuted his county in ,.;everal stak conventions aucl is 
a forcible factor i 11 evt~ry move ma~: i ng for goo,! 
among his people . 

. He is an orator eloquent and sincere and a kct111er 
of rare attainments. Honesty. trnth anrt right. are his 
guiding stars, and he has the courage of his t·ouvic­
tions. He is an iconoclast who helie\'es in a better 
day. ln his struggles through the woods entaugied 
with poisonous ivies of reli~ious superstition, iguor­
auce and bigotry; inhabited by the writhing hissing, 
veuo~nous reptiles of prejudice, whose wretched na­
ture it has been to pervert reason, annihilate science. 
attd suck the life-blood from the body of justice a.nd 
liberty, he is ascending the mountain',- height, wht>re 
beholds the dawn of a new dav. 



NECESSITY AND l/1\­

PORTANGE OF 

EDV~ATION. 
II~· l-.!cv. \V. B BrcJ\\'11, A. M,, JI 11 , of Caim, (IL 

This; is a snbject of nrngnitnde and one whos 
height all'l depth lrnve nen·r heen reachtd. A them 
of such procligious naturt.\ that we fed its scope to b, 
endless.· The subject of education has called fort! 
the most profound thinkers, accurate writers an<l th 
most notable speakers of this and other countries t( 

express their views on this enormous tnpk. \Vhil 
it is trui: that there are a number, who are d~prive 
of tl1is grand and noble companion in life to d1ee 
support, comfo1t, protect and a shield to defend them 
yet this is not a sufficient reason for us to feel co 
tetited without it, and think that a person can enj,, 
life as much and can succeed as well in all position 
in bis pursuits of life without }earning. Were edl 
cation of no assistance in bus;ness transactions, m 
able to facilitate the work of life; the mere {elicit 
which we receive individually from it is worth f· 
more than all of onr care and labor we have uudej 
gone iu getting it. t 

I 
I 
I 

1 



I 
Till'. POS:-illllUTIF~ 01' 

It prodnl'(·s a l,!l'tat plt•a,.;me wit:1i11 it:wlf. 
( lttr wod "education" is frol!l tht• Hebrnv wo11l 

·y,,l.H1', to b1i11g fo1th 1 the Cnck 'p:iheed\'00-11. to 
tiarn 11p or etl11l.'alt\ tlw l.atin 't·dn,·.i', to bring IIJI, t,1 

lead. It is the unfoldinf. of 11w mind, c1cn:1oping uf 
ihe 111t·lltal \H:w,r;; alu11g with t'a\'h 1llt·m 1wr ..f tlw 
hn<h·, and the c11lti,·atin11 c.f all thl':--l' pmn-r,-, which 

!_ i'" tu makt' 11p a nnnpkk man or w11ma11 in all th,· 
\ ,t;,_L!l sand conditiuns of lik. Ednt:ation is nut n ('lt 1\' 

\iastn1\'li1111, k11owledge, bets or rull'~ cum111t111ic.1te,l 
\h\' the tc .. clwr; hm it is di:,;ciplim-, it i,; the 1\,1kin~: 

\HP of the mind,----- growth bv a ht·altll\ a;,,.si1111Litwn 
~d wlwksomt· alina·nt. It is ;111 in~pi1iq: of till' 
~llind \\ ith a thir,-;t inr knowlc,\:c. growth ,·11la1 gy-
1:ient, and then :t (\isL'iplinin).! ,,tit,; power~,,, far tlut 
It can go tHI to educate ihelf. It 1s an,usilll..:, (,f the 
\,enon':-. miwl lil think, witliont ~onH.·-uue thinkin\! 
' " 
\;ir tlHm; it i~; the awa1,e11i11g ,,: tlw p,m·t.:r,-;to,,l1st1,·1: 
\o ltmember, to reflect, to combine. It is not till' cnl­
\t\'atiu11 of tht· memory to the 1n·1.;h-ct of e\1:'T\' thing 
\lst'; bnt it is a calling forth ,..,f ,ill the faculties int,, 

lannouious acti "11:--. 
1f to posses,; LH:ts simply is ,.-,lncati\Il'I, then an en­

ydopa.:<lia is bettt:r riiucakd than a ma11. ft shonld 
,e n·memhered that knowledge· i,-; not t"d11catio11, yt·t 
:1ne will he 110 cdnc:1tio11 without k11owlnlge. K11ow­
:dgt· is e\·en an i11L'.iilent of trn,: ul:ic.iti.011; "'' man 



c.rn h" properly t'd'lc 11t'll without tht· acq11i-.;itio11 of 
k11owk<lge; tht- mi:;take is i11 ~1111sidt•ring- knnwkc1gc.; 
the l'1'd \\ ht·n it is 1·itlwr the i11cid1:·11t or the 11wa11s ot 
cd11catin11. The dvcipline nf the mind, then, is the 
gt1 at thing- of intcllectml trnini11~; and the q11cstion 
is not how mnch lian'. I acqni:·cci?-hut, how have Ill\' 

powC'1S licen '-lre11gthened i11 the act of ncqnisition? 
The poweis nf tht· re1son are developed along the 
physical and i11dnst.1ial lines as wt·ll as along; the lit­
crn"ry. Education is not mechanical hilt dvnomical 
and as Fox mid tbt• \\hole man. "the budy, thL• mind 
and the heart; its object, and when rightly conducted 
its effect. i~, to make him a c0mpkte creature afte_r 
his kind." 'fo our form, it will give vigor, activity 
anfl beauty. to our senses, corn•ctne;.s antl acutenes~; 
to our intellect, power and truthfulness; to his heart, 
,irtue. To educate a man is not the gladiator, nor 
the s~holar, nor the upright man alone; bnt a jnst and 
well-h'llanced combination of all three. Just as the 
cultivatrd tree is neither the large roots, nor the ~iatH 
brancl1es, nor the rich foliage. bttt all of them together. 
If you would. mark the perfect man, yon must not 
lcwk for him in the circus, the acadam'y, the university 
ot the chnrch, n:.clusivel~; but you mu-;t look for one 
who has (men~ sana incorpore sann) a hea1thful brnly. 
The being in whom y0n find this 1111ion is the only 
one worthy to be called educated. 'I'o nuke all me.a 



R. EDl l O~o·- ~PIT.~L crn· JJRl"C "'!'O f £ , J ·H.K:5O~. lll 

- ~ - .,; ..... > • :., . > :: ... ::,... - - = C ... ,... _ 
&I = :, ~ :.. - - .J .I .,.J ::: = -·- :..- C ~ J :: _. 

u. C § == = ► • = ~ ~ :., :: C: - :::; > 
~ -- ~ ► --- 7 - :.. t. C: = :.. _. 

tr. :J _. 
C 

:., ! · 
..., - = -:- ~ J . 

► r tr ..... :.. = ::.r. .= -- ,:. 



' .. 



TIii<: l'OSSlBll.lTIES OF 21.i5 

such is the objn~t of Nincation. ll gives po·\·er to 
tlK lllt'!llory, the will, the consci~'UCe, observation and 
self-control. It is one nf the omnipresence friends, 
that always stand with a hand rrndy to hdp, know­
kdge to s11pply and with wisck1m ready to de\·ist' 
snitable plans for man'.<, -;ncccss and happiness. 

Education <loe.:·s uot merely cnnsist oi gnad rcadin;,::, 
writing;, spelling: and the soh·ing of many probkms, 
hut the proper dt•vdoping of tlw entire man. N,)r is 
he he:-t educated who can master philosophy, locate, 
llame, numlwr and count the stars, and perform the 
most difiicult experiment i11 chemistry, but he who 
has eaten and digested his books and has well devel­
oped all of his physical, mora1 and spiritual p<)\\'trs. 
All true ed,ication aim to de\'(']op the powers of the 
sonl by ext'rci~e. bearing- in mind, that no power can 
bl' educated except by employing it along its own pe­
cular line of action. Education 11111st aim to take the 
::1clvantage of that law of hahit by which each of the 
many powers may be trai ucd to a tendencv to act 
ea~ily, powerfully, cunst,rntly in its own prnp~r di­
rection 1 and the whok tick of the being will be 
~trongly set towards lhe lrnt: end of human action. 

l:0:ducation enables man to take the ad\'a11tages of 
11 human iukrcsts aud eutlrnsiams in the trainings 

)f man·s powers for his missiuns, even his intellect 
11ade \llt.ll'I: powerful; hi~ o:•stT\',1tion more ,·1geruns, 



l(iti 

nnrl his thon~hts mot·t• profound and his nnderslan,1-
ing mon• comprehensin•. The will is madl' stronger, so 
th.~t we ,·an direct all of our being stn11.lily aud pow• 
erfnJ\y to the accomplis\1ment of onr mis<.ion, our 
taste is even more pedt·,~t h~- ctl11catio11. The Aes­
thetic faculty is enlargt·n. Education is a mattC'T 
th;;t cmH'ems every familv, man and woman, girl and 
hm; The proper worth ot education is 11ot properly 
l.1id hdon: the ,·011ni! by the part·nts, we should en~ 
rmuage tlw,;e who vote their titnl:' to the ed11cJtio11 of 
the votmg,-the H·t•kers ft)f wis(hnn likewise i;hould 
lie urged to go forward with tlw greatest conrage­
Educatiot1 is a houk of many 11ages a1Hl vnlt1mcs, a 
l•l'a of knowledg:e, karning, ~ciencc, literat11a\ art, 
1,Htcr, phi\o..,ophy, wi-;don1 antl prndcnce. It is the 
me1li111n of cnmmunicatio11 for al\ who think of the 
~nhjl'ct, it furnishes new facts for tht" philo:-.opher, 
.iml makes known the res11\t of successful experi­
ments. It makes a weak 111an strong in miid :iml 
hody. In what class of socidy u11ght it not he found? 
\Vhat parent Ila,; not the d1•ep interest in the inqicove• 
ment of the pnblic and pri\'ate ed11cc1tion? \\'hat 
1•11ilantlnnpist cln('s 11ot 1-ee in thi:- the chid prq,ar• 
ation of a people f,lT hi-. scht·nn·s of 1,sdnluess·> \\'hat 
patriot 1loes 111,t see in this the maiu st>cnrity 1,f fr~e 

i11stit11tion~? This cause is 1.'ommc1Hkd alike tu o\1r 

private and public affections; and nwst t lw pet iud-
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icals dt'Vutt·d to it <lit~ throllgh m•gkct? IM11catirn1 
i;; not whnll\' cunfined to hooks, hut 11at11rt', society, 
:111d t'Xp,·ri:•nce, are \·olumes op~ned l'Y~·rv whl'rt' and 
1wrpct11ally l,efore the t'ves. It takes J..,:;,1111s from 
.:.·very ohjec:t within the spheH' of i1s st•uses, nnd its 
,1ctivity, from the sun nnd stars, from the flowers of 
the Spring aml the fruits of A11tum11, from t'Very a~­
;;ociate, from every smiling and trnw11ing- co1111tt>11-
a11c:e, fr,·m the p11r~uits and tr:1des. \Vithont this 
frknd, we arc nnahle to tl'>e the great vahtll\l'S of n:1-

t urc,-we mnst cd ncate or perish. The great (•nem y, 
ir,nor:111ce co1ifw11ts us, \H' must lie ahle l(, strikt~ 
him down or ht'. will sunuonnt us a11d hiud us forevt·r 
jn the dnins of folly, vice, superstition, and disgrace, 

It is much better t,, wear the cheapest clothes, \iv,• 
on the phl.inest food, live in the nwst common houses, 
than to do without education. True one should have 
great auxiety to accumulate property for their child­
dren, provided they can put them under inllnences, 
which will awaken their faculties, inspire them with 
.~ence and high principles, and fit them to bear a man­
ly, useful and honorable part in the world. 

No language can expre•!i the c:rne'.ty or folly of 
that ecouom'", which to leave much wealth to a child, 

, starve hi~ intellect, impoYerish hi!: heart and render 
him um1seful in life. There :-.hould he no economy 
in education, money should never be weighed nor 
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time nteasmed against the soul of a child. It shonld 
be poured ont like waler for the c hilrls intellectual 
and morn! life. Par,·nts should r.eek au education for 
the yonng· c.f thl·ir families, who will b<'l'llllle to thcin 
a hearty and ellicient friend, counsellur and cor\djntor 
in their work. \\'e should never stan·e tl:e brain; 
\Vhat can be of more aid to society than the fonnation 
of a body of wise and efficient educators. Educ,1te<l 
people contribute so much to the stability of the slate 
and domestic happiness. '!'hey watch for the state 
and homes, and are far ab(we mobs, r.ipine, and blood­
sht·d. Xo educated man will jnin a mob to kill a 
fellow creature. v,.-lien there is a law to punish him 
for any crime he may commit, bnt will lead him to 
the bar of justice and let him be pnnished there. The 
statesman may i;et a fence around our property and 
dwellings; bnt how much more are we indcttc-d to 
him who call:,. forth the powers and effection'- of those 
for whom our property is earned, and our dwellings 
are reared, and -.vho render 011r children objects of in­
creasing love aud respect. The higher ability ;s re­
quired for the office of an educator of the youu~ than 
that of a :-tatesman, The higher ability is that which 
penetrates farth('rt'St into human 11at11re, co111prehends 
the mind iu all its capacities, traces out the laws of 
thoughts and moral actions, uuderst.mds the springs, 
motives, applications, by which the child is to be 
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r01.tsf'd to the most vigorous and harmoniou-, action of 
its faculties, understand its perils, and knows how to 
h1end and modify the influences which outward cir­
cnmstances exert on the i'Ollthfnl mind. 

It is tht'. chief duty of the statesman to wat, h O\'er 
the outward interests of a people,-that d the educa­
tor to quicken the sQul. The statesman must studv 
and manage the passions and prejudices oi the com­
munity; the educator must study the essential, the 
deepest, th.: loftie:-t prindpks of hnmau uatnre. Ed11-
cation is the germ of all other improvements, and all 
the plans for the progress of society must fail with­
ll\lt it. How often have the efforts of the philan­
thropist been foiled by the pn'jndices and brntal igno, 
ranee of the community, which he had hoped to 
sern· by their incapacity of understanding him, of 
entering into and co-operating with his views: He 
has cast his seed on barren sand, and of course reapefl 
uo fruit, but dissappointment. The true e11d of edu­
cation, is to unfold and direct aright our whole nature. 
Its office is to call forth power of every kind for good, 
ower of thought, affection, will and oul\vard actions, 

wer to reason' power to judge, power to contrive, 
lower to adapt ends firmly and to ptmme them effi­
iently; power to govern ourselves and to influence 
thers, power to gain and spread happineso;;. Read­
ng is but an instrument, education is to teach its best 



II'-('. Tit,, i:if:•llcct w:1~ l'Jl';llcd 11111 tP 11'\'t'I\'!.' p.l"~· 
i1·cl, a few \\'lltd,, ci,lfl,:, ,111d i.1d-.;, l,11t !11 liL· a,·tin· 
for ti11· .wqni,-iti1)1\ of truth. 

bl11cat11,11 hl111r tn i1i,-1'irv ,\ pi1>l01t11d lt1n• ol tn11l: 
.111d tD \_,1l'\1 till· ph•l·,•.,-.; 11f lll\T,-tigatiu11, a :--011111! 

l,1gi(\ 1,,. wlii,·li I llll'J.11 the "'it'll\'(' (ti arr whit·h 11! 
:,,lllh t, lb ill tl,l' J.11,·,; 11f J_';l,.,ll!lll:.,'. 

th,, hl.lt' llll'!hud., uf i1:11•.11\1, a11d 
and e1·id,·11,·,-, 111 

i11 tlw ~ottr,·,• ot 

t.d~,· jndg,·111,·111, i:,, an t·,~1·11tul p.11t .,f a ~'.noel ,·dn­
c.tti,111. It k.1,lw" 11" t" .,t\ld,· tilt: wurld in wh11·\1 
w,· li\'t\ \., tral'c:· the r,,1111n:ti1,11, 11f ,·1·c111-., to 11:,,,· 

from p.11ti\'11l.ir f;i;·L:,, to gt'11nal prin1·1plt·,, alHI :lien 
appl, t lt,·:,;,· in nq1L1i11iug Ill'\\' pli,·11u111,·111111. Stn,h 

•hi,- \\1,1ld :1, <;n<i'" world. ,111d :1., t.hv ~phl't,·in \\hicli 

\llll ;1:c t,, !111111 an inll'rc-t111g conun·ti,m, 1, ith 1·0111 

1<'11011 vre,1tnn·,- I-:dt1,·ati,n1 al'L,1d~ thl· t11i1:d ., 

1\wn,,uHl delight-; whi\'11 lhils(• wlw a1e !'>l1-rng,·1,; t" 

it 1 :,11 11~·\t'I e:-.pnil·nc, a1:d will tTlllil\'c' lll,lll\' t'Yil., 
troll\ 0111 hl'i11~. 

,\uti"th,11,·s lwing ,1~kl'd whit h,· got ll\ hi,; learn­

iilg a11,\\t.:1cd: "that ht· co1ild talk to hi111st·lf, c,mld 
lin· alon,· and lll'('C\ 1wt gu abroad, :1n1l lie bcl10ldt'11 

tn utlwrs f(Jl delight." Learning is the deligl1t ol th,· 
, nung a11«1 gn'al comfnrt to tht ol,I. \\'hat pleasun· 
1loC':,; the a,tw110mc1s find alone at 11ight Lilking- t1> 

the ~tar,-. and calling tl1t·m hr their na111e~, as he !at'es 
in them a ( ;od cf wisdrnn and dcli~ht. :"\o k,s de-



!:gli\ :111,! pl«bll't' dn ill(· g,,,l,•gi,t l1l11: :n \1,ilkinL•. 

"\'l'I tlit· llll'k\ \\,I\' 1·,111,11lti11~: t!1t· ,\,,11t· 111 th1·11 II,\ 

1,111· .rnd kiud, ,1ud tlil' liuL1t1i--.1 ,h lll' tl,l\l'l"t'., htll. 

:111d ,.1ilc,.., with 1!\,!111· ki11d, 11[ t!,,1,1•1,, h·f,,1\' 1!1•:1. 

(" vl.1,, !, tl1,·111 .l'.i,·,·, lii11111111.-li )'lc,1,,:11,•. 

! 11 ,1111· 1,l.td\' <>I ~:1.1,, hl· '<'c·:, 1 ,,i.1111,·, ,,1 wi,-,L,111 

\Jay th,· ,p11it 11! C1,d k:id 1111 1c.1th1, t,,1111,t it! 1;,,d, 

,111d lt i•'li(' i11 hi, h,,r,,· .,r I :1.,: I' Tit:,\• tilt· \11111· ut 

nl11,·.1\11>11. we nni! well 11\\nl 111v11 ,11,.j 11,,1n,·11 f,,1 

lilt·', \\1.•tk, lt :, i'lt>('l'l It> i·t· 1il1,,i,,1l,1 ;1,1i11l'd \1) 

:1,v 111111, a11rl ll\\i,...·1,·, ,iu,·11· :rnd 1n11v: 1: is ;..,:u,,.) t,: 

h\' 111l<'ih.l't11,lih· t·du,·,tkd. tu think ,11111 11.·.:sc>1: a11d 

,i!l<1g1·: it i, \\l']I \(I l,,. lllt>l,d:1 illil1h'lh·,·1l, ,,,, ;{'; ti. ► 
ki1"w r:g-ht t1, 111 w1u:11;. th,· 11111v lt> th\' 1 i:, h11t lliv 
!ltost ld,·,.,t'd 01 :ill 1, t,1 k· LtU\;lit ,,f 1..·1111,t .. ind h· 

:1·,1.:c11vt<1tl'd. Tl!i,, ;1.J,], t,, th,· 11:l,c: vk111v11ts, .~in•, 

,, lti~h l111i,li t,, t·du,at11111. It 1,t,, n,,1 <>Iii\ lu1 1hi., 

11p:-],I th.it i, ('l~,111.~ ,I\\,.\\', h11t tlut 11h:,·li 1, t,, n•:nv, 
l.t·t !lit' lc.1,,· with \<>ll thh 11"·•\ll) 

"l. d1"1 :\111! lcarni11;.: " 
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THE SVPRE/1\ACY 

OF· THOVG,HT 

\\'h 1 k con;;idni ng I he ~-11 prt·111.1c~· of l hoi: ~Ii t I m-cr 
all other ft11t·cs, ,l rcnm\·nrd philosophn said: 

'"Tlit<rt'. is 1H>th1ng- great in the world hut nun, a1:d 
11qthi11g gi-t·at i11 'll,\11 lmt mind." Th,lllght is a 
p1 ic-dc!'s jewel that c011fcr, upon its po,~;cssor honor 
,u!il distinction. It mutt' th.in anything el:-c, disti11-
g11i:-lH':- man frcm th(· low('r ;111imals of ctt'ati1111; it 
is tht.• (hi\'ing wheel of the human mind. Thn11~ht 
i.- the pri11cip.1I point tJ n:~t·mhLmn:' between man 
aud his Crt.•at(lr. 

That wt· ha,·"· a11 dc•ccntkd horn a <'<•lllmon 01 igi11, 
iron: nnt; and tht.' same sd of pa1e·11ts-i:- <'!l••il~ sus­
ceptahle of proof outsidt• the lil,-t diapter of (;t·ne,-is. 
For example: Tht'. words father an•! mother a•re tl:r 
saP 1e iu all la1!g11age, with but slight vMialil>n. This 
!'-imilaritv is not a coinci(h'.llCt', it can he explainul 
only ou the theory that at une period in t!1~ \\·urhl'~-
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histor\', diffnc1:t rac,·s wne united and ~pDb· th(• 

s,lllll' lang11:1gr·. Th,• s1q,v1iorit,· of nm· r;1ct· O\'l'I' 

a1wll11.-'r is oftt'll attrih11tt'd to clim.1tic inllunH'l'S. The 
1woplt• of t!it· ;\;onh a:1d 01 !ht' Smth at,·,:i:(•,I t,)snp­
port this propo,.,itiP11. 

llt- ts a cawle,s ll'.ukr oi hi~ Cdlllll1v'c. histnn·, wlrn 
dues not know tk1t the d:ff,.'.:t"·nl'l' lit:'t\\'(•t·11 tl1t· p,np!e 

of llw North arnl Su11tli. is not llh>lc p101In·mc·td ln-
1l;iy th,111 it wa.s thl' 1Lw of !ht· la11di11_:_-:- nf the ~lay 

Flu1H•1. '!'hen, lht· idle, i111pr1l\·idl't1l gl'ntkn11n went 

!:-,,111th; the thrift,·, tho11ghtf11l ine,·l:ani,: n·111,1im·1i 
Nu1th. The· l.1ttl'r s11hd11iilg th,· f,>rvst and th,· sa,·­
agl.'!', lll'c:11m· rich and pow1:rfn 1; th:: forn1vr ton~.;,: t lit i r 
t'a!-st', ;111d, dqit·1Hli11;.:· 11p1.1H sl.n·I' Lill!,r, hn-;unl' li;111gh. 

ty and t l1,·mi11att·. Tht· ri,,• nf till' Oil\.' a11d the clt-­
cli1·.t· of the other llll!'liasii'.c~ th: s11p1,'11Iacl.' r•f 
tlw11ght. 

In I•:11ropc thert' are p,·np'e, who. thc•nc:h of the 
same blood, speaking the ,;1m,· la11g11.ige, iivillg 1111tlt-r 

th~ same -.tars and c·a1w1 1\' c,f hcave11, } et ditlt-r wide­
ly in their ability to n•pc witlt thl' slt.'111 realities (>f 

life, These peopll' are alikt', and h.1n.' t'\'t:tythi:1~ i11 

common, excc·pt that that tlll' 111orl' prl'•sperous of 
them han• gn·at nnin·rsities and lihr.11 it's. Th,• one 

clnss is s11pcrior to tltt· otlin, u11ll· hl.'l'a11se thong-ht is 

s11prcmc O\'er all else, Th1: wor<l ~cicnce is <le1h·ed 

from a l.:ttin word, wliich mean:- to know. Tlii1Jki11g 



J'lU't<icd \.11,,1,ing, and wi1Ji,,11t 
11ot lie .in, knowlulgt·. Tht' 
.!111 ing tilt· 11ineltt·nth 1·t·nt111 Y, 

t X(ltln<:. 

tl1,1n;:.:lit. I !w1t· co11ld 
t1i11111ph, nf ,-c·i, nn· 

.1n· m;Hv,·1,\ltS in tli, 

:\laH, di,-c;J'-'<':-, ,-;nch :1:, ]1ydrsipliubi,1 ,11HI ~111.111, pn:-.;, 

tn whi,·h 111.111 f.·ll a11 t',10-1 1idtt11, -..c1,•11('(' h:l'i H'tl\lt'r 

td 1·,,mp,n,1ti1·t·h h,n1lllc-,;. It ha.~ an11ihil.1tcd tli~­
tar:tT .,n<i ln.111ght lt>~t!lit'I th,:· ,·~:tr,·111cso! the world, 

.-...o tl1;·,t "' lla\t\·,-r nf 111q1..:i_; Lii.1('c i~ llU\V t1.1n~piri11g in 

L,,nd<>JJ nr l'.ui,. w,·, in :lii•, citY, ~h:ill ll".td uf in .1 

kw Ji .. 111~. It !1,,:, ,\i.1i11,.-d !lit· ltgli1.eni11:--'. ,rnd H'll· 

,:,-1.-d it ~11l,.;t·11:ent lP ,,11r wi11: h:1.., l>cl!t'd the earth',. 
i,:ta"t !11•111 th· .-\llan\i,· tt.1 !lit' i';1ri!ic, wiii1 in>t'! 

l\,ltH;,: 11 .. i~ CP1~y._·rtttl \.t~t pra:1lt:~; ~lnd de:·:.._t~ !1lrl'\,,,,t..: 

int" th,· pn,,p,.r,,1i,; ;uiJ J1 idt1H'l-'tj\lt' Ji,,11w., nf lt-crni11g 

m:i',i,111s. '.~c,tnce i-- ,1 prrn111l't of tlt.>ni~lit. :111d, :,;inn· 
tilt' ;.:,r,at,·r it,vlndc--. tilt· k,;s;_:r, thndl\H' tlt1.· achie\t'" 

The hi,t<>l\ of the J•;t;;\ i- m1in:,· tht· lti,tnry of the 
1;rct:k,; .ind H11m:111!". The (',rt.·d,,; ,·mp\Ja-;i;,.,•tl lltc im. 
f'l>Tt:11H·e ◄ .•l mind t:1,-er rnaltt·L The R1:man-; were 

prn·rnin,·11th· i\iat.rriali,tic. l· tht' pr,1g~t·,-.-. d" e,·cnh, 
thl' l\,m1;rns c-onqHCr('d the LH·ek,; with their ill\·in­

<"ihit• a1111:-. hnt \\'t'rt\ in tn111 d,,minaktl h~· l~n-ci.rn 
rl111P'-Pj'hy. Thns wa, .-le111011~tr.1kd the fact that. 
•·the pt:n i,. mightier than the ,;word.'" The gn:ak"t 
wa::,; tc·.·or,kd, were fought foi: freedom ot thonKht, 
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:md no battle en wa,, so cffcctin• :1'-' it. Jk-;jlolic n1-

k1:-- sought fpr n·11t11rics lo ,tifk thn1q.:l11, well k11nw• 

i11g its domi11ant power. \ l11c nl \'irginia':-; go,·,:rn­

or.-. s.1id, d111 i11:-.: cnl,n:i,il 1i111,·,: ··} th:111k l ;\l,l tli.1t 
tln·n· an· IHI f1t·v ,chn,ll'-' i11 \'i1gi111.1.'' 

Th,· (•,·id.·m·c ,1f ths1,1.:ht in tlll' ,·1,·:1ti,·•1 .,:· the 1u11-

\·,,_.rs,: is ,·v,·n wlwrt· \ isil,k ;\11d ,'Pll\'l!Win~. Tlwrv 

is th<." l1igh1:st tho11glit in th,· ckrngin~:. ad,1ptio11, :ind 
:-;1H:ccssi,l11s oi the ~,.,,:b1111.-.. Tht· 1111i\"l·r,;e i, c,l\1~t111ct­

~-<1 11po11 t1.0111-'.ht. Tl!u11gl1t is ~11p1t·11w, hcc.l\l".' :lll all 
wist· ( ~ud onbi11v,l tli,1t it :-lrnuld ),,.. :\ ( ;,·r man 
anthor OllC'L' sai(\ tlut "111:rn is wh:,t he cih.'' h11t :1 

i-:rcatn .rntlinrit,· ,L·,·1.,r,;-; that ":\.~ a m:rn thinkcth. 
,o is he." The ch:1r.1,·tcr Pt :l rn:111 is the m:1inspring 

of his acts. If hi,; ch.ir.,ct,·r is p1trc\ his ;in-.. will lw 
lwnorahle; llllt ii it is (kg:.idvd, hi-. ,lcl'- \\'ill he vik 
::.n<i ig1:obk. Cbar~ictn d,ll'1mi11c:-: th,: act, 
therdur,·. 011 the thu,ry that thr- ~;reall'r includc·s tl1(· 

k,scr, thought i:-. :--upr,·nw. 
:\. man, who i,; not c.1pablc of thought, can n,i inure 

h:t\'C a mor:.d charackr than can a rqitik. Chara,'kr 
1s a prod net ;;f tlinn~ht; it camwt he instantlv ac1p1iit•1.i 
nor can it he s11dde11l~· lost. It is 11\lj)\q~nahlt-, and 
ahso1nklv secure, nnk,;s ih possc:-;:--or hacal'l\' n1ne11d­
t·rs it. The supremacy of thonght i,.; st1iking-ly illus­
trated by a keen retort of an :\merican Stall'sma11. 
\\'hen askl'd what would be tlw probalik effect llJlllt\ 



his candi<lacv for the prc,-itlenq·, of a eNtain act of 
his, h(• hnl\'dy answered, "I would rather be right 
than presi1h:nt. 11 Bclic\'c it, human tlw11g·ht is un-
1buht1:dly the process hy which human ends are ul­
tim,1tcly answered. 

The Ikdaration of l ndcpendance says that "all· 
men are born free and equal.'' In the light ot anti­
quity and the uni\'ersality of human sla\'ery, that 
thong-ht, for sublimity and power, is unexcelkd hy 
any other tho11ght ('n:r nttercd by mortal man. Hy 
tlw power of thought, the manac:es of thra'.dom were 
striken from the galled limbs of the fonr million 
sla\·e,;. Bv tl the martyred Lincoln was able to climb 
the steep ascent from the rail splitkr to the presidc..:nt 
of the greatest nation in christcndom. 

The thought that there is a supreme bting-, to 
whom we are accountahle. is common to all mankind. 
It reclaims the savage from the chase an1l war-like 
plmmits, to the general a\'ocation of the law abiding 
c1t1zen. It has revolutionized the manner of treating 
and punishing the criminal: it has abolished the dark 
dungeon with its horrors and suffocation and noxious 
odors, and constructed, in lieu thereof, beneficent re­
formatories within whose walls the purpose is to re­
form the culprit, and again restore him to society, a 
good and thrifty citizen. 

Thour,ht has given to the world its most enduring 
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literaturc-, its sweete:-,t music, its greatest printings, 
autl its most magnificent edifices. It has mollified 
the asperities of ua~io11s. Tho\lght is more rea\ than 
any object of sense. It is indespensahle and indestrnct• 
able. When this earth was YOill and without form, 
it was the tlwught in the mind of the Creator that 
changed it to this beautiful globe, so perfectly adapt­
ed to all forms of animal and vegetable life. Tht' ar­
tist cannot tm1ch rlie canv,,s with his brnsh, nor the 
statesman enu nci.,te a policy or principle, u uti l 
thought has fitst been bro11ght into requisition. 

Sa\'e for the s11ptcmacy of tho:1ght, \Vashinglon anrl 
Jefferso:1, and Snmuer aud Conkling, would no more 
ha,•e been the patriots and heroes they were, than arc 
the marble bnsts, which perpelnate their likcm•s,es 

To-day our Nation is face to face with grave issues; 
great problems of Cubian tariff, and momentous so­
cial questions are prrssi1:g for solution; the emphatic 
call for men of thought is reverberating from the 
Great Lakes to the Gulf, and from the Atlantic to.the 
Pacific. The honse that shelters the poor man's fam­
ily, totters, to its fall, beneath a first and sccoud 
mortgage.-And where i5 the people's monev? ••Thy 
bosom is its mint, the workmen are t} j thoughts.·• 
Oh! man of thought supreme. 
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THE POSS I BI LlTl ES OF 

THE 

AMERICAN NEGRO. 

The nineteenth century which has just clo:-~d a 
hrilliant epoch in the world's histo;y is renowned for 
its unexampled massing of revolutionary <lisrm·crit•s • 
aud startling events. No other period of historic 
time has been so frn11g!1t with marvelous co11ceptions 
an<l enterprising- im·eutions, which so completely in­
volved the Wl'lfarc of a race or nation. 

With not less ardor than a Napolion the liberty 
loving American pe0ple inspired by a keen se'nce c,f 
jnstke and encouraged with the hope of making the 
United States of America a p::iradise for the loyal and 
law abiding citizens, perfonned through the martyr­
ed Lincoln the greatest and nob'.est act capable of 
inortal man. Through tlw magna11amo11s efforts of 
the thrifty anti-slavery people of America, the mani­
cles of thraldom were stricken from the galled limbs 
of fonr million slaves and that act · was closely fol­
lowed hy the thirteenth, ourteenth and fifteenth 
amendments to the federal constitution which gave to 
the newly emancipated people the rights of an Amer-
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ican citizen. 
\Vithi11 the increditahly short period of forty years 

no r:-ice has m,uk greater progress than the Negro. 
\Vilh no past history for gnidalll.:c sa\'e that of slav­
ery, with no enco11rage:1w11t s:wc from unscrnpnlous 
poiitkians aml false friends, and held in check by a 
powcrfu l 1111dcr-::urrc11 l of prcjnd ice, thatthe N cgro race 
has made any pro~re,s at all is no small wonder. 
Since the dawn of emancipation bt'gau lo shed its 
illnstri,n1s light on:r the Nq~ro. many achie\'cmcnts 
have bet:11 wronght by black men that \\'llllli\ ad<l 
brilliancy to the liH:S of some of America's greatest 
statesmen. 

For a long time it was almost uni\·ersally hdieved 
that the Neg10 was by uaturc deprived of initiative 
faculties; that while he po~sessed to a remarkable 
degn:'e imitative powers. he was utterally wantin~ in, 
cr~ati\·e and constrnctive ability. 
'fhc past and present ge11eratio:1s have produced tal­
ented colored men wlio dispro\·es auy and all theories 
tcll(.lin~ to class the Negro as a distinct inferior race 
by .11::a:-on of inherent mental limitations. Notwith­
standing the unnatural obsticles in the negrocs road 
to eminen.'.'.e, and the unequal opportunities for men­
tal development and self impro\·ement, a Dunbar has 
asisen to giw the Negro race a place among the 
world's greatest poets; a l\Iorris, a Settle, a Bradley 
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and Smith to plzce tl1e race in the temples of the 
elect of lawyers, a Chestnut as a. novelist, and a 
Washington to lead, direct and ~ave his people. 

We are living in an ag~ of activity and our history 
as a free people is in its embryo, but withiua few 
years hence when the brain of the race takes the ad• 
vauce guard aud ~tep by ~tep unravel the mysteries of 
nature, we too will produce mt:n whose names will be 
treasttred upon the pages of. American hi~tory. 

The progressi\"e de\"elopment and brilliant achieve• 
tnents of Grecian intellect; the masterly cuHnrc of 
Athens, with her profound statesmen and brilliant 
orators, which culminated, during the t;vo centmies 
of her greatest glory, in the persons of Demosthenes, 
Plato qnd Aristotle, is but the title page of the great 
volume of achievements when contrasted with the 
startling record of events in 'which the present gener­
ation is now figuring. Take the best sentences ever 
uttered hy a Cicero or the best lines ever pened by a 
Homer, aided by the embellishing. power of transla. 
tion, and they will bec1r no comparison to the senten• 
ces and stanzas of our O\\>ll Morris, Settle, Dubois, 
Chestnut, Dunbar and Washi11gton, when taking into 
cons:deration the relative conditions of each and the 
effect their lives had and have upon the future devel­
opment of their peop1e. 

These people are but a few of the many talented 
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men of our race to say nothing of our women who 
have by earnest work and self-sacritic\?s prepared them. 
selves for the stern demands of a business and intel­
lectual lift.>, and are preeminently fittt!d for the high­
est positions of honor, trnst and responsihi lity. 

This progreessive march of intellect; these maRni­
ficent strides in man's mastery over matter; these as­
tounding re\'elations of the recondite resources of 
Cod's univer:;e, indicate that the_ Negro, intellectually 
is in the ascendency, aud so far from inspiring a feel­
ing of glflom. is bright with the portents of glorious 
possibilities and triumphs of the American Negro 
which shall outshine the past as the sun out dau:les 
the moon. 

Nn race ever sprang, phenix 1ike, into prominence 
and power. The present civilization by which we are 
surrounded is the results of centuries of hard earnest 
struggles of-times against unnatured and apparently 
unsurmountable barriers. As it was with other great 
races it shall be with us: by slow and labored steps 
they rose to colossal heights intellectually and fi. 
uancially, so we by patience and perseverance, ecomony 
and thrift· can and shall become a potent factor in the 
:future development of the world's great men; famous 
because of their achievements in science, literature, 
art and their industrial inventions. 

Since the age in wl1ich we live seems to accelerate 
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its own achancement hy the momentum it rccei\'c-s 
in tach new victory of mind O\'l'.r matter, the accom• 
plishment-.; of the p1t·st·nt an• bat a warning- against 
:-mprisei,; at what may he annonm·t·d in the near future 

The brain and eye percei,l', with a well gro1111:k1l 
f"Xpectanc·i of gn•att•r :-.th'(,l'Ss 1111impeded by the e111, 
l ar1asing aml h11miliati11g conditio11s If au L:norant 
nnd oppressed people. Fur as long as man a111t earth 
exist lht•tc wi:1 be 110 check to the onward progress 
of the mind, heca11st• the ad\'attcement of tht• h1un;in 
1\'ind towards perfection is alh·aucemtmt well rcprc­
:;entt'.d by a mathematical line which can for.::i\·t·r ap-
1~rnad1 a1wther )et never reach it; amJ whl'n man 
\1as firmly planted his f,,ot upon th:s plain he is i11-
trnd11ced to a 11nin·1se of gramk11r, beauty an,l ~Jo­
n· which <:raws him 11t·:11er a11d ue.:trt:"r to the in{·x-
11:w~til,le fountain of knowledge which arot;sl.'s his 
ambitions aud d1sturhes hi" la•Pnt energies. 

The 1'egro has bnt to push forward with untiring 
zeal; improving c\'ery oppollunity to become master 
of ~omething material and tangible. The uumistaka­
ble evilkm'es of Nrgro a<ka11ccme11t in the accumula­
tion of wt:alth, in the acqni!-ition of learning, and in 
the persuits of happiness are every where visible and 
convendng. Forty years ago the accunmlated capi­
tal of all the Negroes in the United States would not 
ucfi/ed $1,000,600. but to day they are paying more-
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than ten tinu.'s llut nmount in taxes on their re:tl and 

personal propt·rly. 
'l'hl' pn'scnt ,y,-tt"m of p11hlic sclwols present tn all 

C(•IMct! bO\ s a11d girls an llt1paral:t·kd opportu11ity tn 
eat of tht· a1,pk of knowkdgl·, ant! thus p1ep.lt'e thcm­
s:l\'l·s.for the 011us oi .\111cric.rn ,·iti1.:1t,hip. Tht• fu­
lnre for the worthy, thrifty and law ahidi11;: eolmul 
man i,ids fair lo t·qnal that l>f a11\· othn class of citi­
zc11s, if they will only emulalt' tht• txamplt•s of tht• 
p·:rcst and nohkst d11is1i.111 cha1actt-1s 11f tht• best 11w11 

()f both rates. 
In th(" field of lill'rnture the Negro 1ace h:1,j11st :ca­

sous to be proud of i ls re pre-sen tau ves. Chas. \ \' ,llldt· 11 
Chestnut, the novelist, h:is gi\'ell to the world som~ 
of its choice literature. His productions are witho11.t 
<lonht among- the best writtt·n hy Amcric:\11 anthnr,;. 

l\tr. S. Co'.eridge Taylor, a composer of no me:rn 
ability has ~tartied the country with his remarkable 
talent in the musical world and placed the race in 
the dome of the temple of fine art-;. Hi~ "Hiawatha 
Trilogy" "The Death of Minnehala," and '•The 
Wedding Feast,'• were composed for the North Staf­
fordsherc Musical Festi\'al in 18H9. They are all 
<nigiual and not a line of made music can be found 
in his compositions. 

We cannot refrain from calling yonr attention to 
the well known scholar, author and Greek text book 
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writer Mr. W. S. Sl'arborongh who'ie name has been 
mentioned at the fire ~itle ()f e,·ery iutdligent Ne~ru 
family living in the llnited ::itates. While thus 
i-peaking of the Negro in literature we remember 
Elijah McCoy, Granville T. Woods and W. P. Purvis 
us among the i11\'entors whose iug-ennono;; mech:mical 
applianl'es on the steam locomotives, the electric car~, 
and the in\'entions of Mr. Wood in the mysteries of 
electricit,·, stand out as prominent achie\'ements, and 
all show in' a limited measure the po.,sibilities of the 
American Negro. While these men have demon­
"trated the powers and genius of the Negro race, in 
literature, art, oratory and innution, with proper 
prokction and ample time to live close to the. fonn­
tain of knowledge the things already accomplished 
hut warrant the achie\'ement ot e\'en greater things­
in the future. 
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1vi 1' U A HE AR l\lSTR )NG. 

Mr. Gnhc Armstron~ of l\furphysb ro, lllinois ma , 
• c, !- cl :tmo11~ the cxccptionnll y s11 ecs!!flll lmsi­

lll'S~ m n. At pre~ nth i1- in the uµh ol~tcri111~ h11si-
11e.-. , nd hill posting-. ToRelhcr they net him n 
11n11tisomc snm every month. H e j 5 n member or th 
Hill Posters Union of lllinois. Mr Armstrong owur. 
H pretty littl home in Murphysboro and ha!- a fi11 c 

fnmily c:011 istiug ,( n devoted wife, three b ys nncl 
th ree girls, 





A FERN LEAF IN 1'HH STONE. 

I walked along a rocky mottntain side; 
A foaminK stream rushed madly on its way­

And through its crystal waters I espied 
A smooth and we'.1-worn pebble in the day. 

The swirling waters oft had turned it o'er, 
In merriment they'd dash it to and fro 

l took the pebble from the streamlet's flow 
And on its edge I struck a wanton blow. 

From end to end it smoothly split ·in twain 
Aud there I saw a fern leaf in the stone 

\\'here, fashioned in the clay, each tiny vein, 
Had hardened into rock as years had flown. 

The little product of a bygone age 
Had perished but had left its lasting sign; 

Nor shall philosnpher nor saint nor sage 
Through half so many centuries lea,re a line. 

And when I thought were my heart petrified, 
And eons hence looked into with care-

When time had ceased and all the world had died­
'T\,·ould show the imprint of thy image there. 

-By L. M. Fisher. 



l,IFE. 

If life were shaped by youthful dreams, 
Then life were less than what it seems. 
God makes one's life as he gives tteasure­
According to the the talent's measure. 

DEATH. 

--------
A fading light, an ended day, a tearful sunset in the 

west; 
A closing night, return to clay, a funeral-eternal 

rest. 
-By I,. M. Fisher, 



THE CHRISTMA.SSES (;ONg BY. 

!11 the nursery with l\Luy where twa little tl>ts at play 
Add their tuerry childish prattle to the brightnei;s of 

the day, 
I have ca11ght myself adreaming 'till the mist is in 

the eye, 
Of the happy halcyon glory of the Cliri stma~!,es gone 

by. 

'l'hey say the world is Slllarter 110w than what it used 
to be, 

When I was still a little child and Santa came to nu.·, 
H~1t I dont care for its Ptogre!>S-1 just want the 

wings to fly 
To the gladsoUle, golden guerdon of the Christmasses 

goue by. 
Maybe Santa Claus is richer than he was in other days. 
Maybe Christ~us bells are costlier that ring the Mas­

ter's praise. 
But still there is a reason-though a selfish reason 

-why, 
I want another christmas lilc.e the Christmasses gone 

by. 
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