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In publishing this volume setting forth The Pos-
sibilities of the American Negro, it is not without a
profound knowledoe of my inability to treat so im-
portant a subject with the thoronghness that the
present condition of the Negro race demand. In the
light of modern achievements of colored men and wo-

men in the sciences, arts and industrial accomplish-

wicnts @ volutee of more than one thousaud pages
could be written without e\haustm(r the thoughts of
an ()rdllldl\ student.

In this work it is only intended to call attantion to
a few of the most potent forces that must enter into
the lives of the Afro-Americans if they would, in the
near future, become a permanent and resourceful fac-
tor in the economical life of the American pecple.

Heretofore volumes have been published setting
forth in briiliant style biographical sketches of the
most worthy ‘men and women of onr race, without
giving much space for the lesson to be learned lead-
ing to a substauncial acquisition of a respectable citi-
zenship.

I have purposely omited making mention of the
familiar characters of our race, who have won dis-
tinction in the various spheres of life, and who have



been before the public many vyears, and given their
place in this volume to new faces not less worthy of
emulation, but whose opportunity to win for them-
selves an enviable reputation has not presented itself.

The sacrifices made, and the hardships undergone,
by some of our characters in obtaining an education
and accumulating a fortune will be another feature of
our work conspicuous because of its absence. It is
an uncontrovertable fact that few men obtain wealth
and fame without making great sacrifices, and we
know of no exceptions in the Negro race.

If by the publication of this book any small amount
of good is accomplished by way of arousing the som-

nolence ambition of our boys and girls; if by trying
to emulate the examples, and reach the heights of
some of the characters herein contained, they are in-
spired to strengthen the race by strengthening them-

selves, the object of its publication will have been
attained.

—A. E. Patterson

—9_
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Industrial and Higher Education of

THE natural forces necessary to the permanent sue-
cess of the American Negroes are learming, industry
and virtue.

The one prepares them for the highest possibilities
61 the humaa family, and to comprehend the truths
of the universe; the other preparcs them to become
a commercial and productive power; virtue perpetu-
ates and deifigs character. Togethor they develop
civilization and determine the dastiny of the race.

How far! fmoved is the Negro today from the ig-
norance and superstition of the Negro thirty vears
ago? ‘Take the intellectual power of all the race im-
mediately after the civil war aud multiply it by 10,-
000 and the sum of its power will not equal that of
the single State of Illinois today.

By Lincoln’s Proclamation the South was freed
from slavery and the road cleared to education of both
head and hand, and a premium set upon virtue and

- 9
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merit. The long and bitter struggle between the
North and South, although waged apparently in the
interest of society, was not political nor legal, nor
social nor military, but was educational and industri-
al; the northern mechanic and skilled laborer with
their vast accumulations of wealth and knowledge,
seeking to perpetuate the principles and advantages
of education and skilled labor were invincible by the
industrial South who sought to extend her territory,
carrying upon her shoulders the Negro slave.

The building up of the South since her overthrow
in war is a credit to the black man as well as the
white man. The Negro worked well as a slave but
as a free man he worked better. The cotton crops
produced in 1900 by the Southern States could not
have heen grown, picked, houced and spun 50 years
ago by the entire slave population in the United
States. The Negro, however, canill afford to neglect
his industrial training, While the South is now in
touch with the commercial world and fast bidding
for industrial prestage, her materials are of coarse fi-
bre and produced by cheap labor. But the time is
fast approaching when she will be driven from the
field by forelgn competition who employ an abund-
ance of cheaper labor and whose products are just as
good, unless she profluces a better material by edu-
cated and skilled labor.
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The Negro is yet the chief factor in Southern in-
dustrial labor. He produces raw materials and his
pl>ce can not yet be supplied by any competent sub-
stitute. Though a free man the Negro as a race is
less skilled in many arts than when a slave. His tu-
tors in slavery mno longer control him, and the
great changes that are rapidly taking place in all
kinds and forms of industry demand the active, skill-
ed and educated hand as well as the stalwart and
strong frame. Unless the Negro prepares himself to
cope with these industrial changes his place must
sooner or later be filled by those whoare prepared.

With the white man it is a question of develop-
ment, with the Negro, of existence. It requires the
moral and intellectual forces of both North and South,
of religion, social and domestic training combined to
teach our race how to earn a dollar and how to save
it, how to secure homes and accumulate wealth; that
it is far better for the iace in its present condition to
be able to show a five thousand dollar bank account
than to know the names of stars and how to solve
quadratic equations., - It is but little consolation to
the ambitious mind to soar high in the air without
any substantial ground upon which to light.

We were dragged from barbarism into civilization,
educated through slavery into freedom, cut off sud-
denly by emancipation and enfranchisement from the



12 THE POSSIBILITIES OF

influences that had given us all the power and knowl
edge we possessed, was it strange that we wandered
about like a lost child during the pericd of recon-
struction, after the alluring lights of political and so-
cial promises, away from the paths that led to indus-
trial and economic independence? It was in our pow-
er as a race for thirty years after slavery to control
the industries of the South. Had our leaders both
white aud colored directed our energies.to acquiring
- homes, accamulating wealth and industrial skill; had
they taught us self-reliance and virtue instead of po-
litical prestage and power, our condition today would
be a hundred times better, not only from an industri-
al, inancial and moral standpoint, but from a literary
and even pclitical standpoint, We would treat the
vote vender with the basest contempt.

It is not too late, however, to correct the mistake
wve made in starting wrong. By constant "and persis-
tent efforts to begin upon a solid industrial founda-
tion where all successful races must begin, we can in
tim= rise to the loftiest positions in life.

Our present ideas of higher education and political
ambitions belong to the distant future. For this gen-
eration and wmany yet to come our system of educa-
tion should be industrial for the masses and higher
education for the choice yvouths of the race. But
a vast majority must be trained in schools of industry.
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Nothing can ever be accomplished by the educated
few without the material industries of the many, and
the sooner this idea is accepted the more rapid and
substantial will be our progress,

The South, the natural home of our race, is yet in-
viting us to bend our energies in  the direction of in-
dustrial improvement. The North is encouraging
industrial training for the Negro, and both sections
realize the better and more useful the colored citi-
zens are, thie better and mote endurable will be the
government, 7To train both head and hands, to work
and work well is the appeal of the South.  Her vari-
ous industries arc open to us. The door of our op-
portunity is not yet closad, but unless we speedily en-
ter, armed with skill, trainins and industrial power,
it will close and close forever.

At the dawn of this century which is destined to
present more brilliant achievements in the arts of in-
dustry and invention than any former one, the domi-
nant power demands, and the natural growth of the
country requires, that all who wou'd survive must be
put upon their merit.

The present generation must be tanght to'work and
work well. “There are forests to be cleared and con-
verted into profitable fields, houses must be built,
rivers bridged and mountaius tunneled. Whoever is
armed with skill and training in these various lines
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of work will be in demand regardless of his color.

Many of the older mmen of the race are better pre-
pared than the young. The skill and training pos-
sessed in slavery must be regained and then improved
npon. ‘The industrial apprenticeship begun in slav-
ery must be continued in freedom. Our race is not
yet able tostand alone. Before the war every mill,
household, factory, plantation and shop was a school
for the training of the race. It was so iu slavery, but
today the chasm between the races is wide and deep.
Freedom forbids interest, sympathy and authority on
the part of the whites; zeal, docility and obedience
on the part of the blacks. And nothing will bring
the two races together again save the industrial skill
and power of the Negro. Our education should be
mainly directed to this end. We are dependent upon
the white people for the very bread we eat, the house
we live in and the clothes we wear. All we ask is a
chance to get started right. We are entitled to live
Justice and humanity demand that we be given a
chance, The duty of helping us to build an industri-
al foundation is not sectional but national. ‘The bur-
den is too large for the South or the North.  The
national government should lend a helping hand un-
til we are able to earn our own living independent
of our white neighbor.

An industrial education is as essential to the major.
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ity of the white youths of the country as to the Ne-
gro youths. The former are constantly being trained
in the best polytechnic and manual training schools
in the United States. Hundreds of skilled mechan-
ics, artisans, and farmers are being turned out annual-
ly. The negro must, if he would not be crowded out,
prepare himself for the strong competition in industry
that is slowly but surely growing upon bhim, The
dreams of statesmanship and political advantages
must yield to workmanship and industrial prestige.
More real happiness will be realized from our ability
to mould from mnature’s crude materials things of

beauty and usefuluness, to raise 75 bushels of corn,
oals or potatoes per acre upon a 160-acre farm that is
all ours; to live in a uice well kept house with a clear
title, to drive out at will in our own carriage, built
by a colored man, to a store owned by colored men,
than in all the political positions ever held by Negro
men under such strennous opposition and humiliating
circumstances that characterize all such appointients,
After we are in possession of the former, it will be
easier to obtain the latter. Get a material and inde-
pendent start and you can live an honorable and inde-
pendent life, to be followed finally by education, cul-
ture and refinement for all the race.
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HIGHER EDUCATION.

To say that higher education is not necessary to the
ultimate success of the Negro would be a reproach
upon the whites who deem it necessary for them,
Whatever system of education is good for the Anglo-
American youth is good for the Afro-American youth.
T'he latter has to confroat the same issues in life only
under more adverse circumstances. The white youths
are fortified by the advantages of the heritage of hun-
dreds of vears of civilization, by the best and noblest
examples of Christian characters and by all the ad-
vantage that accumulated wealth can give them, yet
they find it necessary to obtain a higher education;
and it would be the height of folly to say the Negro
youth should be less prepared when his tasks are not
less difficult.  If higher education of the choice youths
of our race is neglected, a hundred years from now
the race will be severely criticised for its stupidity,
it will be ccndemned by the general arbiter of busi-
ness who will in his stern demand accept no excuse
because we are black and our ancestors lived under a
verticle sun. We must have leaders who are men;
educated, refined and cultured. There are many men
who, by their good common sense and sound judg-
ment, are doing great things for the race, but when
all they can do has been conceded the balance of ad-
vantages will be found on the side of culture and edu-
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cation. The white pcople of this and all other
countries seck it, but they have, by reason of tlcir
long and bitter struggles through ancient and medie-
val periods reached that degree of efficiency in the in-
dustrial pursuits that we have not yet obtained but
must obtain before w= will be on the true road to
success.

There is no well founded 1eason why the Negro
should not grasp the idea of binocular education.
Surely many of the best thinkers in America see the
advantage of training both head and hand. The two
forms cf education are not antagonistic, but supple-
mental; the former applies to the few the latter to the
many, the one supplies the motive the otherthe
method; both together well trained make useful and
honorable men and women. The success of Booker
T. Washington—the greatest Negro that ever lived—

~is due to his high ideals, his untiring energy, his bril-
liant and cultured mind and his consecrated zeal to
uplift his race and place it in the road that leads to
true greatness and power. Washington like all other
great leaders who hiave been most effective in guiding
the destinies of his followers derived his inspiration
directly or indirectly from contact with higher culture.
This is true of Douglas, the orator and of Dunbar,
the poet. The architect must plan before the artisan

can execute. The idea comes from above and
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descends until it strikes the basis of popular needs,
and then rebounds, bringing the concrete fulfillment
up towards the level of the ideal from which it sprang.
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LITTLE MAN WITH YOUR FIRST PANTS ON

(TO LITTLE ALONZO LUOCKE, JR.)

Heigh-ho! little man with your first pants on,
And your life in the glow of a cloudless dawn,
Do the birds sing sweet in the swaying trees,
Does the perfume float on the evening breeze,
As the stars come out in the far dim sky,

And the sleep creeps into the little man’s eye?,
Do the little feet weary, the little hands pause?
Is the little man dreaming of Sauta Claus?

Has the slumber followed the little big yawn

Of the big litile man with the first pants on?

See here, Alonzo, with your first pauts oa,

I'd give all the world, all its tinsel and fawn,

All its triumphs of art, all its “vood and wold,

All its latter day pleasures, allits treasures of gold,
All its fame ever did, all its love ever gave,

All its joys and its glories from cradle to grave,
Were they mine, I'd give all like a beggar’s poor pawn
To be you, Alonzo, with your first pants on!

Wake up, litile man with your first pants on,
Dear old Santa Claus has come and has gone,
And has left you as rich as the king on his throne,
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Look there at your tovs—and your pants —most
grown,

Most big as your papa, most ready to shave,

And you are the master and  grandma the slave:

The world is vour oyster, ambition the knife

To opeu it up in the great game of life,

For Hope says the same shall be quarteréd and
drawn—

Eh! little man Lon with your first pants on?

Sweet-faced little man with your first pants on,

May vyour bright little brain and your brave little
brawn

Meet thz storms that will come, as they come to us all

With a vigor and faith that will rise if you fall,

And battle it out with a manliness rare

That is royal, and worthy the name that you bear;

May the God of the righteous keep watch over you

Through a long life useful and noble and true,

Till the great shadows fall on that life’s evening lawn

So, there, little man, with your first pants on!

LELAND M. FISHER
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The Negro as a Soldier

When the dark foreboding clouds of war hung over
the thirteen New England colonies, when the founda-
tion of the Aimerican government was threatened in
1861, and when the martyred McKinley issued a call
for volunteers to face Spanish grape and artillery, no
class of men responded more readily than the Negro.
Crispus Attucks will forever live in the memory of
all American people who admire patriotisin and love
independence and freedom. In the war of 1812 the
Negro played a conspicuous part. Captain Robert
Small, who won for himself a place in the hearts of
the Naval heroes of the civil war, rendered invaluable
service to this country as a pilot and captain. He
proved to the world that a black skin is not an em-
blem of cowardice and dishonor. The resuits of the
charge up San Juan Hill, during the recent Spanish-
American war, in which the colored Ninth and Tenth
cavalry took part, speaks for itself. Thus has the
Negro distinguished himself in four distinct wars.
Thrice as a slave and once as an American citizen.
In each of these bloody conflicts the Negro soldiers
mace records of which they may justly be proud.
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There is uo element of citizenship among the vari-
oi1s classes that constitute this great nation, that has
becn more loyal and deveoted in their patriotisin to
evervthing pertaining to the honor and renown of the
American people thau the Negro.  Whenever wac
threatened the peace of the nation and the stability
of its ptiblic jnstitutions| the Negro has always bzeu
one among the first to answer the *‘sunumons to arms,”
anl march forth in defense of the American flag, un-
dar whose ample and graceful £Hlds the humblest cit-
izeu finds equal protection with the most exalted.
Iu the war which gave indep-ndence to this republic
and made possible the developement of the greatcst
country in Christendom, some of the first and purest
patiiotic blood which hallowed the American soil
was that which ran from the loyal heart of a Negro
pierced by British bullets.

Inthe war of 1862, the Negro, though a slave,
without a conuntry, without a flag, without honor or a
name, was to be found in the front ranks and sacri-
ficed his life that the dignity of the flag and the inde-
pendence of the nation might be maintained.

Vet there js 10 class of Awmerican citizens in our
body politic which has had less cause for manifesta-
tion of patriotism than the Negro. None las lesg
cause to fee]l that the American flag is an emblem of
honor and protection to him and his family. No one
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can look with less assurauce for that liberty and just-
ice guaranteed by its presence than the Negro.

The Negro's lovalty and devotion to his trust can
never be more sublimely demonstrated than it was
during the civi! war, During this awful conflict in
which the success of the South meant slavery perpet-
nated, and thg success of the North meant slavery
abolished; the Negroes, to whotn were committed the
care of their masters® families while they went forth
to tighten the chains of slavery about their galled
limbs, remained faithful and true.

Afterwards they proved as faithful with the rifle at
Gettysburg, Fort Pillow and Richmond as they did
with the hoe in the field. Andduringa recent strug-
gle between the United States and Spain, notwith-
standing the record of injustice done to colored people
during the past 35 years which has blackened the
pages of history, t.iey were among the first who vol-
unteered to fight for this country

There were nine Negro regiments in the service
during this war, four of which, including the Ninth
and Tenth cavalry, belonged to the regular army, the
others were composed of the Twentythird Kansas,
Eighth Illinois, one from North Carolina, and two
immune regiments, aggregating about ten thousand
men. The Twenty-third Kansas, Eighth Illinois
and the one from North Carolina were commanded
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entirely by colored officers. The immune regiments
had Negro lieutenants and non-commissioned officers,
but white captains and field officers. The regulars of
course had no colored commissinned officers. The
volunteer regiments were called into service too late
to do any actual fichting, and therefore, not given
an opportunity to show their bravery upon the battle-
field. But the promptness with which they entered
the service when given an opportunity, their readi-
ness to yield to the command of their superior officers,
their conduct in camp, fine discipline and soldierly
bearing on the parade ground and on the march,
showed them to be made of the material which enters
into the make-up of a gallant soldier. It has been
clearly demonstrated more than once that the Negro
soldiers under Negro captains are just as capable of
high discipline as any other class of soldiers under
the leadership of any other class of officers,

It is not within the scope of this book nor is it in
tended to relate in detail the numerous engagements
in the various wars in which the colored soldiers hava
displayed remarkable courage and skill, but our efforts
in this article would fall short of their purpose if we
did not call attention to the brilliant charge of the
Ninth and Tenth cavalry up San Juan Hill, during
the Spanish-American war.

The same spirit that characterized the Negro sol-
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diers at Fort Pillow, Gettysburg and Richmond, and
made them invincible by all forces sent against them,
were present on that memorable day at San Juan:
When the New York troops, under Theodore Roose
velt, now president of the United States charged up-
on the Spanish soldiers at the top of the hill, they
were cut down as so many straws of wheat before the
reaper. To proceed, meant certain death, to retreat,
meant confusion and disaster. Their only hope for
escape from the deadly fire from Spanish canister
which swept down the hill side cutting down all hu-
man forms in its path, was to lie down. But ere the
day was lost the Ninth and Tenth cavalry with the
desperation of a wounded tiger, and bravery indescrib-
able, rushed over the prostrate forms of their New
York comrads, swept up the famous hill to victory,
planted the stars and stripes upon its summit, then
amid cheers of glory dared Spain to pull them down.

Thus it has been proven for all time to come that
bravery is no color, and color is not a badge of dis-
honor, disgrace and cowardice.

The cause for which the Negro soldiers fought
was humanity. They acquitted themselves nobly,
and left an indelible impression upon the minds of
that class of American citizens who deny them equal
protection of the laws and claim for them only what
is base and ignoble. The Negroes have, by earnest
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and persistent efforts. by their skill and fortitude on
the battlefield as well as in the domicile, won for
themeslves an honorable place among the American
people.  You will find in them physical, mental and
motal character, from which can be moulded the pur-
est forms of citizenship, and the most perfect type of
an American soldier. He has the Anglo-American
consciousness, and is rapidly assimulating the best
and noblest customs of the American people. The
Negro is yet to stand along in the sunlight of civili-
zation; and to deny him the fruits of his own labor,
the ripest products of human genius, and human cul-
ture, would be to deny him what God has given him,
and what his own blood has purchased and is guaran-
teed by the 13th, 14th and 15th Amendments to the
Constitution of the United States.
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REV. Fr. E. THOMAS DEMBY, A.M,, PH.B , 8.T.D.

The subject of this sketch was born in the city of
Wilmington, Delaware. He was educated in the
public schools of his native city, At an early age he
graduated from Anderson's Select school. His moth-
er prepared him for the Centenary Bibical Institute
now Morgan College, Baltimore. Here he took
the normal course. His classical education was
received in Lincoln University, Pennsylvania. In
1887-1890 he taught in Millsborough, Delaware. In
1899-1902 he took a special course in Hebrew and
ancient Philosophy at Howard TUniversity, also
studied two years in classical divinity in said college.
In 1893 he graduated with the degree of Baccalaureus
Divinitatis from Payne Seminary. In 1894 after ex-
amination was granted the degree of Sacrce Theolo-
gice from the National University, Chicago, Illinois.
In 1893 and a part of 1894 he taught a select school
in Wellington, British Columbia,~—conducted a series
of lectures on Mondays in Temperance Hall, Pandora
Avenue Victora. During his stay in that country he
was in charge of a mixed congregation and in Salt
Springs Island, he was in charge of a white congrega
tion.
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At this time such influence was brought about that
caused Prof. Demby as he was then called, to go
South to labor among his people. He was elccted to
the deanship of the Theological School (f Paul Quinn
College, Waco, Texas. He also taught in the college
proper, natural and mental sciences, college philoso-
phy and French. While in Waco, Prof. Demby or-
ganized in connection with his college duties a cor-
respondence school of theology which was conducted
on a very creditable scale. This school we learn is
still doing a good work, which is the first of its kind
among Afro-Americans. Father Demby in principle
has always been a catholic; in fact studied for the
Roman clergy, but was never ordained. Iu the com-
mencement of his educational work he turned aside to
work among one Negro denomination.

In 1896 after dus examination the Rt. Rev. John
Franklin Spaulding, D.D.,, L.L.D., of Denver,
Colorado, made him a I,ay Reader and accepted him
as a candidate for the priest-hood in American Cath-
olic church. While he continued his studies in
Matthew's Hall, he officiated in the church of the
Redeemer and taught a large class of young men and
women of both races in advance studies. '

Completing his studies in Denver, he received and
accepted acall in the Diocese of Tennessee. After
spending a short time at Hoffman Hall, Nashville, he
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was sent to Mason City; here he labored more than three
years among his people during which time he built
and paid for a beautiful little church and school-house.
As head master of St. Paul’'s Parochial Academy
with a large number of students he did a most ex-
cellent work.

The subject of the sketch was ordained Priest by
the Rt, Rev. Thomas Frauk Gailor, D.D., L.L.D,,
of the Dioces of Tennessee; in Immanual Church,
May 8th, Rogation Monday, 1899, Memphis, Tennes-
see, For ashort time Father Demby took charge of
Father Basset's work (a white priest) in Hoffman
Hall and the mission work at ‘‘All Saints,"" Nash-
ville,

On the 15th March, 1900, Father Demby accepted
the call of St. Agustine church, Kansas, where he re-
mained quite three years and did a real good and ef-
fectual work for his church

The Rt. Rev. George F. Seymour, D.D.,, LH.D,,
L.L.D., of Springfield after looking for a priest for the
important work in Cairo, Illinois, decided to call the
Rev. Father Demby; who after some time accepted.
Father Demby has organized a Parochial and In-
dustrial School in connection with his parish wotrk
and the same is meetiug with success.

Father Demby has traveled extensively in this and
other countries. He has written much in our leading
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race papers,  He wrote the “America’s Great Crime
and True condition of the Rlack Man,” “A Bird's
Eye View of Exegetical Studies' and a poem on the
“Rrotnerhood,”

Father Demby is considered one of our leading lin-
guist;—he reads Latin, Greek, Hebrew, Arabic,
French, Aramaic etc.,, and as psychogolist is associ-
ated with our best. Father Demby married Miss A.
M. Ricks of Cleveland, Ohio, September 17th 1902,

Father Demby is a broad and liberal minded man,
deeply interested in every movement for the good of
his people which makes all Christian Negroes love
him regard’ :5, of denominations.
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Importance of Industrial Education

BY REV, FATHER B THOMAS DEMBY, A.M,, PIUB., ST, D

Of the many questions before the American people,
the industrial education of the American youth is the
most important and vital. The idea of an industrial
education is no chimera. . . . . industrial training
will solve the most intricate problems of sociology, it
will so revolutionize the materialistic condition of
manual strangulation that the pimp, the street loafer,
the parasite and the representatives of invaried places
. of vice and crime will become industrious individuals
and lovers of Christian homes and good government
and terrors to evil-dcers. Men may say what they
please about the theories of industrial education being
chimerical but comparative history of the social con-
ditions of the human family teach us this fact; that
the most highly civilized nations firmly fixed the
foundation of their Christian, ethical, social and com-
mercial civilization upon tiue principles of industries.
We dc not mean by the necessity of an industrial
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e lucation of our bovs and girls, the exclusion of what
is called ¢ book learning” or the denial of higher edu-
vation, for, no race can hope to impress its worth upon
anather people, if ignorant of the higher branches of
our system of education. . . . . it takes an eduncation
that can manifest beneficial powess in more ways than
wiie e he of any real value to an individual or a race.
The people whose head, heart and hand are equally
trained for life’s duties are the people who lead in all
those fine qualities so essential to true and solid civi-
hization.

Industrial education means the imparting of such
knowledge and the giving of such inspiration that
will really assist a student in the proper understand-
ing of the trade for which he seems to have a special
faculty to perform with honor and dignity. We
do uot mean by industrial education that a boy or
girl needs no more ‘‘book learning” thaa is neces-
sary for them to do properly the trade he or she de-_
sires to follow; for this would be death to his or her
most possible capability to fill a higher station in life
if so desired by their constituents

Industrial educatiou is based upon the practicabili-
ties of all branches of knowledge, and especially
mathematics, physics, mechanical drawing and men-
saration; this which is true makes industrial education
a science within itself, and to be able to reduce it to
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practical utility to every day usefulness is no mean,
necessary ability. To be industrially educated means,
to be so trained that life is nothing if not utilized in
labor dignified by an educated mind. With this idea
ingrafted in the present system of education of our
boys and girls, in the next hundred years, the case
will be so materially changed that the prejudice of
to-day will be a thing of the past. Thereis nothing
that bespeaks of the great necessity of the Negro, as
a race, being industrially trained as modern advance-
ment in the mechanical world and domestic science.
The most menial labor to-day, is demanding persons
with some education and training for the work desired
to be accomplished. The reason for man's best indus-
trial training lies in his very being and not in his pro-
fession or calling, so the great end of industrial edu-
cation is to preface the future generations of the race
to fill their stations in life where God has seen fit to
place them with honor and credit and thus build or
create a civilization that stands for something,

An education that does not teach the people to
practically use the well constructed principles of in-
dustrial education is sure to ruin them—the sooner
the Negro learns this the better will be his chance in
the struggle of American civilization of practical in-
dustrialism—the multiplicity of comforts, civil and
feligious privileges and the enjoyments of blessed lib-
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erties the people depends upon the snbstantial and act -
wil manifestations of the people—a race void of in-
dustrial arts scientifically  performed  is practically
dead, good for nothing; of no material, social or re-
lgious pood. This ilea of industrial education is the
salvation and savioni of any people -—to teach our
hoys aud girls the importance and the value of a dol-
lar, how to make and save money is the great lesson
to be tanght and learned. The imperative demand of
this age is for practical and common-sense educated
hoys and girls; the call is for girls who are at home in
the kitchen, lanndry, sewing-room and in the parlor
to manifest (the elements or rathier) the qualities of a
refined and cultured woman—the call is for boys who
can display to an advantage their intellectual genius
at the plow, with the hoe, saw hammer, plane, pick
and shovel; in the machine-shops cte. if necessary, then
in the parlor exhibit the attributes of an educated
gentleman, able to write and speak his mother-tongue
correctly; to be able to take part in the affairs of his
government intelligently.

We believe only in that system of industrial edu-
cation that has mixed with it independent mental in-
vestigation, right ethical exhibitions, proper social re-
lations and the combination of all the forces capable of
developing the entire man, the head, heart and the
hand—tutelligent labor will do more to maintain the
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Nation's strengths of character than intelligence mani-
fested in any other way,

The idea of labor heing dishonorable 1xa fake opin-
ion of the lazy who have intoxicated thousands with
the wine of slothfnluess. Learn now that the grandest
the wisest, the most congenial and useful wen are
found at the work bench, iu the field, in the mines, ete,
ele —you have but to read the lives of  sucli men as
Daniel A. Payue, Frederick Douglass, George Law,
the farmer, S. 1. Morse, George Stephenson, Lincoln,
Garfield, Price, Brown, Searborough, Hood, Jay Gould
Cornelius Vanderbilt, Isaialhh C. Wears, . A. white
to be convineced of this fact-

All honorable labor 1s diguified by intelligence.

Forget it not that among tradesmen are mumber.
ed philosophers, pocts, theologians, doctors, scientists
and men of wonderful ingenuity—the inventor of the
compass, the printing press, the steamboat,
machine and engine, etc, etc. are not the work of
dull minds and unskilled hands but of well trained
minds and hands, It is foolhardiness on the part of
some to antagonize industrial education of the mass-
es of any people and every time they exhibit their ig-
norance of sociology and the facts of comparative his-
tory of commercial and material| social and religious,
ethical and christian development of the most highly
civilized nations and races of the last 1900 years which
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informs us that intelligent workmen clothed their nat-
ions races with the material which gives them perpet-
ual existence of the best type of civilization.

This question of industrial education is not simply
to interest the Negro while it is too true that he
stands in greater need of it than any other, but to
all peoples—The strength, character and stability of
a people are determined notby the amount of Greek
and Latin its members can read and problems in
mnathematics, they can solve but by the number of
its members that can intelligently do the best me-
chanical work, and gives life and vitality to the pro-
fessional meu and women of that people who guard
with peculiar jealousy the common interest of the
masses by seeing that they have the best mnodera facil-
ities for intelligent instruction of their heads, hearts,
and hands.

Christ, our Redeemer and His holy Apostles have
taught us by examples and words the great necessity
and dignity of manual or industrial education. In
fact, it has ever been the motto of the human family,
Labor is honorable and dignified.
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PAST AND PRESENT OF THE NEGRO IN
AMERICAN POLITICS.

The Negro race is entirely unrepresented in either
branch of the present Coungress, and I cannot recall a
Negro Senator, Representative, or state officer in any
of the northern states, For the full period of a gen-
eration, with a single brief exception, the Negro was
represented in one or both branches of our national
Legislature, but he is now retired and apparently with-
out hope of reasserting himself as a factor in national
legislature.

The story of the rise and fall of the Negro in politics
is one of the most interesting of the many strange
chapters of our national history during the last gen-
eration. When reconstruction came after the sur-
render of the Confederate army only a few of the more
radical leaders of the Republican party contemplated
universal Negro suffrage in the South, and had Lin-
coln lived it certainly would not have been attained.
It was only when the strong Republican House and
Senate came in direct conflict with President Johnson
that it was found to be necessary to enfranchise the
Negro and disfranchise the Confederates to a large ex-
tent to accomplish reconstruction om a basis that




54 THE POSSIBILITIES OF

promised the mastery of Republican power in the
South. I believe that Lincolu would have reconstruct-
ed the South without unuiversal Negro suflfrage and
a majority of the southern states Republican, but
when the issue came between Congress and Johnson
the radical element of the Republican jcadership was
d oubly atmed, by Johnson apostacy, 1u the effort to
force universal suffrage in the South, and it created a
political mastery whose record is one of  the most
fearful blemishes in the annals of the republic,
DISFRANCHISED BY REPUBLICANS.
Universal Negro suffrage was first established in the
District  of Columbia, where Congress has supreme
anthority, and a territorial government organized
with legislative authority chosen largely by the en-
franchised freedmen. A very few years made it an
imperative necessity for congress to disfranchise the
entire people. I happened to be present in the gal-
lery of the Senate when Senator Morgan, the ablest
all-round leader of the Republican party, made his
final appeal agaiast the passage of the - bill repealing
the right of suffrage in the District of Columbia. He
was a man of broad, practical ideas, and he told the
Senate in plain terms that the disfranchisement of
the Negro in the District of Columbia would be but
the beginning of the end, as thereafter Congress
conld make no accusation against the Southern states
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for taking the same action. His appeal was unavail-
ing, as he well knew, and the same Republican au-
thority that had enfranchised the Negro under the
shadow of the capitol of the nation was compelled to
declare that his disfranchisement had becc me an im-
perious necessity to protect property and maintain so-
cialorder. The Southern states, which have, by in-
genious constitutional devices, practically disfranchis-
ed the Negro, have simply followed the teaching of a
Republican Congress and President, which disfran-
chised him in the capital city. The general newspa-
per reader of the present day knows little of the deep
and widespread prejudice among the carly Republi-
cans against universal suffrage for the Negro. The
prejudice against the black man was as strong in the
North as in the South. With all the earnest efforts
of the Republicans to give the Negro freedom and all
his legal rights, they have shunned him as a political
associate, and shuddered at his fellowship in official
position. ' .

It is now more than a generation since the Negro
was declared the equal of the white man before the
law in every section of the Union, and in every North-
ern state the Negroes, asa rule, have voted solidly and
uniformly for the Republican party; but not a" single
Negro has been elected to Congress in any Northern
state; none have been elected to any state office in the
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North, with the single exception of one of the West-
ern states, where a Negro was elected to a subordinate
office, falling many thousands behind his ticket, and
I can recall but two instances in which the Negro has
been elected to any Northern Legislature—one in
Massachusetts and one in Ohio.

In Philadelphia, where the colored voters held the
balance of power between the parties for twenty years,
the highest position to which any one has been elect-
ed was that of councilman, and only one reached that
distinction. The first Negro placed on’ the police
in Philadelphia was appointed by Democratic Mayor
King fully twenty years after the Republicans had
proclaimed the entire equality of both races before the
law, and in the enjoyment of civil rights. In one or
two instances Repubiicans of Pennsylvania have placed
a wealthy Negro on the electoral ticket, being the on-
1y place where one of that race could be safely nomi-
nated, and today there are more colored teachers em-
ployed by the single state of South Carolina than are
employed in the public schools of all the Northern
states of the Union.

It was not until the 7th of December, 1868, that

the first Negro applied for admission into Congress.
There was a vacancy in the Second district of Louis-
iana, and at the geueral election of November 3, 1868,
J Willis Menard, a resident of New Orleans, was cer-
tified by Governor Warmouth as elected to fill the
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vacancy. The House was largely Republican, but
the idea of admitting a Negro into Congress threw
many of the Republican wmembers into a hysterical
condition. They could not frankly oppose him be-
cause he wasa Negro, and they made a microscopical
examination of the regularity of his credentials. He
was allowed to be heard in defense of his own case,
as is common in such cases, and thus became the first
of his race whose voice was heard on the floor of the
House of Representatives; but his certificate was re-
jected by an overwhelming majority, and the Repub-
lican leaders breathed more freely because they had,
for at least a season, escaped the fellowship of a black
man in the councils of the nation. Menard was one
of the most accomplished of his race, a college gradu-
ate, and had rendered creditable service to the govern-
ment, but three years after the close of the war that
had been fought for the freedom of the black man a
Republican Congress was unwilling to accept even
one of the most creditable of his race to membership.
FIRST NEGRO IN CONGRESS.

In less than two years the Negro again knocked
for admission into Congress, and this time he stood at
the door of the Senate. In January, 1870, Hiram
R. Revells, a full-blooded Negro, and a man of much
more than common ability and unblemished integrity,
was elected to the Senate to fill an unexpired term by
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the Mississippi Legislature. It was accepted as the
irony of fate that this Negro leader should be chosen
to fill the vacancy in the United States Senate that
had been created by the resignation of Jefterson Davis,
at the beginning of the war. Mr. Revells was a
Methodist minister, and highly respected as one of the
most prominent and useful of the colored leaders of
the South. On the 25th day of January, five days af-
ter his election, he appeared in Washington, and the
Republican leaders of the first legislative tribunal of
the nation were in consternation at the threatened ad-
vent of the Negro in the Senate. The Senate was
overwhelingly Republican, but many of the pa’rt)}
leaders made exhaustive study to find some reasonable
excuse for refusing the seat to Revells, It was not
until a month after he had given his credentials to
Senator Wilson of Massachusetts that Wilson felt safe
in presenting them to the body, and moving that
Revells be sworn as a Senator. An animated debate
followed, occupying three days, in which Republican
Sepators invented many excuses for rejecting the cre-
dentials with the Negro behind them; but on the 25th
of February Charles Sumner delivered one of the
ablest speeches of his life in defense of the rights of
the Negro, resulting in the admission of Revells by
a decided majority. ‘Thus on the 25th of February,
1870, the first Negro entered our national Legislature
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when Hiram R. Revells was qualified as Umted States
Senator, and during his term of little more than one
year he enjoyed the solitude that was broken by very
few of his fellow Senators in social intercourse even
on the floor of the Senate.

I met Senator Revells when he was a member of
the Senate, and was very much interested in him as
the first representative of his race in our national
Congress. He was a man of rather imposing pres-
ence, severely unassuming, and unusually intelligent.
He was sincerely devoted to the elevation and im-
provement of his race on the highest lines of advance
ment, and he probably did more than any one of his
race in his day in smoothing the thorny pathway for
his people in the South. A notable illustration of the
general public sentiment in the North on the subject
of the Negro as a national legislator was given in
Philadelphia soon after Revells’ admission to the
Senate. He sudderly rose to a national fame as the
first black wnan to become a national law-maker, and
he delivered lectures in many sections of the country,
which were largely attended. Among other invita-
tions he received and accepted was one to lecture in
Philadelphia in the Academy of Music, but when ap-
plication was made for the use of the academy the
managers of that institution were thrown into hys-
terics at the suggestion of bringing a Negro on its
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platform, and Revells was refused the right to speak
there.  Of course, it was not announced that the
academy was refused because Revells was a Negro
but it was noune the less the truth, The Black Swan
was allowed to warble her sweet notes on the same
platform, but she was not a political factor, and her
coming did not mean political fellowship, but the ad-
vent of the Negro Senator was a living object lesson
of equal rights for the black man,

Ten years after Revells’ retirement from the Sen-
ate I visited the capitol of Mississippi, and there met
the late Senator George who was then Senator-elect,
with the Governor of the state and a number of other
prominent officials. 1 was equally surprised and grat-
ified to hear from them that ex-Senator Revells was
doing a great work in Mississippi as president of a
coilege for colored students, and that be was very
highly respected, and his work was so well appreciat-
ed that the state of Jefferson Davis, who was then liv.
ing, contributed annually and liberally to maintain
the institution. Revells continued in that work un-
til his death, and he lived to see Blanche K. Bruce, of
his own race, represent his state in the Senate, with
half a dozen or more Negro Representatives in the
House. Bruce entered the Senate in 1875, served a
full term, and afterward was made register of the
treasury. Hehad amorerosy pathway than his pre-
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decessor in the Senate, as the Negro was no longer
shunned as a pest in the councils of the nation.
Since Bruce's retirement in 1881 the colored race has
been without representation in the Senate.

With the appearance of Revells in the Senate came
two Negro representatives—Joseph R. Rainey of
South Carolina, who was admitted without question,
and Jefferson F. Long of Georgia, who filled an un-
expired term of little more than a month, and who
was the only Negro ever chosen to either branch of
Congress in that state. From the time of the appear-
ance of Rainey in the Forty-First Congress the Negro
has served in one or both branches until the close of
the last Congress, with the single exception of the
Fiftieth Coangress, when it happened that the colored
race was without representation.

South Carolina had the most brilliant galaxy of col-
ored leaders of any state in the South, and the Negro
never had such opportunities to prove his ability to
exercise high official authority and to vindicate his
race. I spent part of the winter of 1870 in Columbia,
the capital of the state, for the purpose of completing
an air railwayline to South Carolina, and I was
brought into very close connection with the authori-
ties of the state. The Governor was a weak white
man—weak in intelle®, more than weak in integrity,
and the plaything of a coterie of spoilsmen. Cardosa
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a highly educated Negro, and long a minister in Mass-
achusetts, was ‘I'reasurer of the state, and certainly he
meant to use all his cfforts to maintain a thoroughly
creditable administration, but he had little encourage-
meiit from cither the whites or the blacks around him.
Of all the white state officials, Secretary Chamberlain,
afterwards Governor, was the only one who seemed to
appreciate the opportunity and the duty to restore a
great commonwealth to some measure of prosperity.
With Cardosa were Rainey aud Smalls, and Nash and
Elliott, and Purves, who bore an honored Philadelphia
name, and Whipper, and  Wright, then a Supreme
judge, and Delancy and Boseman. 1 met them fre-
quently, and several timnes in  general conference, for
every interest  with which 1 was identified would be
aided or hindered by good or bad local government.
FAILURES IN SOUTH CAROLINA.

This circle of Negro leaders possessed an unusual
measure of iutellectual force.  Cardosa was thorough-
ly cultured; Rainey served longer in  Congress than
any other Negro of our history, and maintained him-
self creditably in poiut of ability; Elliott was the most
brilliant of all, and later startled the country by his
reply to Stephens, ex-Vice President of the Confeder-
acy, on the floor of the House, and proved himself a
foeman worthy of the steel of the able Southern lead-
er; Delaney won college honors in Ohio, and boldly




THE POSSIBILITIES OF i

struggled for honest  govermmeut until the last hope
perished, and Beseman who wanted to make a credit-
able record for his race, finally gave up the battle and
nestled down  as postinaster of Charlteston.  True, the
environment of these Negro leaders gave little en-
couragement td those who songht to make ilie govern-
ment of South Carolina distinguished as an illustra-
tion of the ability and integrity of a Negro ruler.  All
of them were impoverished, an’l they soon saw profli-
gacy and demoralization around them on every side.
One by one they faltered and fell, with very rare ex-
ceptions, and today four of them are convicts in the
criminal records of the state, convicted in their own
courts and by Negro juries, and some of them are hold-
ing department officesin Washington.  ‘They esciped
sentence by the peace madein 1877, when the Federal
authorities had a number of South Carolinians con-
victed as Kuklux marauders, and onc of the United
States Senators fromthe state was a fugitive from jus-
tice. An unwritten compact was made that the Ku-
kiux convicts and the criminals convicted in the state
courts should not be called for sentence, and that
General Butler, the representative of the Hampton
government, whose election to the Senate was then
contested, should be adinitted to the Senate. Such in
brief is the story of Negro opportunity and Negro
failure in South Carolina.
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Three of these South Carolina Negroes were :lect-
ed and promptly admitted to the Forty-Second Con-
gress, viz., Rainey, Elliott, and De Large. Rainey
served five terms in Congress, and Elliott when in
his second term resigned his seat to accept a more lu-
crative local office. In 1873 John R. Lynch, another
prominent Negro, appeared as a member of Congress
from Mississippi, and was one of seven Negroes in that
body. He was elected for three consecutive terms,
and I saw the rapidly growing tolerance of the Repub-
lican leaders for Negro political fellowship very im
pressively portrayed at the Chicago Republican nation-
al convention in 1884, When the chairman of the
national committee called the body to order one of the
youngest members arose and in a speech of singular
elegance and force nominated Representative Lynch
as temporary chairman. In presenting this nomina-
tion the young orator said that it was “a fitting thing
for us to choose to preside over the convention one of
that race whose right to sit within these walls is due
to the blood and treasure so lavishly spent by the
founders of the Republican party.”” Mr. Lynch was
promptly and unanimously elected, and the young or-
ator who thus presented the first Negro to preside over
a pational oonvention, and the only one of his race
who has ever been in charge of such a body was The-
odore Roosevelt, now President of the United States.
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The Forty Fourth Congress brought two Negroes
into the House who became conspicuous in the polit-
ical movements of their party. They were Jerry Har-
oldson of Alabama and Robert Smalls of South Caro-
lina. Haroldson's service was brief, but he was long
a potent political factor in his state, and gained thrift
by his shrewd and always close dealings in the sale of
of delegations from his state tn national conventions.
Smalls served six yearsin Congress, und attracted
much attention because of his heroic act in the rarly
part of the war, when he took hisfamily in a boat and
sailed out of Charleston harbor to join our blockading
fleet, after which he rendered very important service
to the Union cause, He was one of the Sea Island
slaves of South Carolina, and very illiterate. He took
no part in Congressional debate, but was au active, en-
ergetic, and in some degree an influential member.
He was one of the prominent Negro leaders of the state
who made a sad record in the criminal courts, but
was saved with others by the universal amnesty of
1877, and has since been rewarded with important
Federal positions in his state.

When Congress met in 1879 the entire Negro Rep-
resentation in the House had been effaced, and Sena-
tor Bruce alone represented his race in the national
councils. In the succeeding Congress Smalls and
Lynch reappeared as Representatives, and in the fol-
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lowving Congress James ()'Harra, Representative from
North Caroiina, was the only Negro in either branch
of the Natiounal Legislature. He was defeated for re-
election to the Fiftieth Congress, and no Negro was
elected iu either House or Senate from any state, thus
leaving that Cougress without a single Negro repre-
sentative in  either branch. In the Fifty-First Con-
gress, the Negro appeared again in  Representative
John M. Langston of Virginia; Thomas K. Miller of
South Carolina, and Heury C. Cheatham of North
Carolina.  In the Fifty-Second Congress Cheatham
was the sole representative of his race, as was George
W. Murray of South Carolina in the Fifty-Third and
Fifty-Fourth Cougresses, and George H. White of
North Carolina served in alone of his race in the Fif-
ty-Fifth and Fifty-Sixth. Thus ended the record of
the Negro as a national legislator.
PRESENT CONDITION OF NEGRO,

The Negro is at present retired from high official
position. WIill that retirement be permanent? 1 see
nothing in the present political conditions to warrant
the hope that the Negro will at any time in the near
future become a political factor in national affairs.
He is practically disfranchised in all of the Southern
states, where his numerical power would give him po-
litical control, and he has made no progress in politi-
cal advancement in any of the Northen states, strong-
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ly and radically Republican as many of them are.  As
a rule the enfranchisement of the Negro has not ele-
vated him or inspired him to the great work of educat-
ing and ennobling the race. There are very many
most creditable exceptions, but the great mass of the
colored vote in our Northen cities is a mere commer-
cial commodity, and that has made the elevation of
cultured and highly respected Negroes to honored po-
litical positions next to impossible. If this discredit-
able condition were confinted to the black race it woula
be an ineffaceable reproach npon the Negro, but it is
only just to say that in his debauchery of the sacred
elective [ranchise the black man is only an imitator
of his white political associates. From the present
outlook 1t seems to be clearly indicated that the mis-
sion of the Negro is ended as a political factor in high
official trust.
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LABOR THE KEY TO SUCCESS.

The one cry to-day is true labor, well trained hands
as well as brain.  We can not afford to be quiet when
the subject of industrial education is brought before
us. We are too dormant to the subject that means
success, strength and mental development. No
thoughtful man or woman can proceed to do a piece
of work without mental calculation, and mind dis-
patches messages quickly to the hands and if the lat-
ter are not trained what an unfit subject for holdinga
position. We can not all do what a Booker T'. Wash-
ington has done but the principles carried out in his
large industrial plant may be thoroughly endorsed.
It is necessary to-day in all schools to have a thorough
training in domestic sciences as in grade work. Not
theory but actual work. See that when taught to
cook, sew, clean house and launder clothes that they
actually do the work, criticise and let not any step ge
nnnoticed by teachers. Mark in accordance with
work done. Giva a diploma when all sciences have
been completed and a certificate when only trained in
special subjeéts, Adult classes should be formed at
nights for wonien who are anxious to be accmplished
in one science or more if time will permit. 1 think
the Young Women's Christian Association is doing
much along this line. We must encourage work and
proper training with our youth, for too many have
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the false idea about the domestic sciences. It is
agesonorable calling if a woman may be fitted for all
kinds of domestic sciences and yet has a well treasur-
d mind of intelleét and uses both to the best advan-
tage. Such a one is a credit to her race as well as
her parents and ancestors for they were deprived of
receiving any learning. Industrial training is the on
thing, if properly imbued in the youth’s mind which
will strengthen the moral standing of the coming gen-
erations. ‘The man or woman who can do a peice of
work well and who is not'only coafined to one trade
or profession is the one who truly seeks a high stand-
ard for his motto. He hagfotstime to indulge in
frivolities of any kind but wi%st learn more concern-
ing his work. One step leads to a higher one until
perfection is nearly if not completely reached. All
those who are early trained in industrial work need
not think they will be teachers of the same, buta
woman who can manage bher own home and
keep what is brought in will be worthy of all that
inay be given or done for her. We must be awake
to our younger generation’s welfare for the redemp-
tion lies in their training. Teachers in our schools
should bring before them the importance of learning
a trade and that with any trade the intellectual knowl.
edge will only fit them better for their work and put
them on a higher basis with the average industrial

-
e
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ly trained man or womaun. ‘T'he liberal-mminded Cau-
caaian thinks the Negro has done much for self-ag-
grandizzament within the last quarter of a century.
True, he has, for the opportunities he has had but
that should not cause him to stop. '

We are in a new century.  Hvolution is stronger
than it has ever been and demands greater and miore
thorongh training in order to obtain the most menial
occupation that a few years back could be held by the
most untrained person. Sarely if a man can make
five dollars do what another would take twenty-five t)
do we wounld prefer the first and just as great a comn-
parison may be given with the trained and untrained
man or woman of to-day.
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MRS, E. RICKS DEMBY, G.N.

Mrs. 15 Ricks Demby was born in Cleveland, Olio,
and received her early education in the public schools
of Cleveland. In 1890 she entered Oberlin academ-
ical departinent and remained two years, Sickness
prevented ler from finishing at Oberlin.  She entered
“Lucy Webb Hayes Deaconess School” in Washing-
ton, . C., in 1893, being the first young colored wo-
man to be admitted.  From there she entered Freed-
mens Hospital aud graduated in the pioneer class
1896 as a trained nurse. She spent five years in pri-
vate work, traveling quite a good deal. In 1902 she
was superintendent in Douglas Hospital Kansas City,
Kansas. From there she was called to Tuskegee,
where she remained until June 1902, returning to her
home aud in September she became the wife of Rev.
Father 1. T. Demby. Mrs. Demby has been a phil-
authropic worker in all charitable institutions she
could lelp and her one thought has been from an
early age how best she could help to enlighten and
khow our boys and girls, men and women how to live
economical and industrious lives.
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ADDRESS OF HON. JOSIAH T. SETTLE,

Delivered at the Reception Given Admiral and &sr Dewef, at
the Auditorium, at Memphis, Tennessee, May Tth 1900. -
On a bright May morning two years ago there came
from out the ocean mist an untried naval squadron,
mirroring in the rippling waves the flag of the mis-
tress of the Western world, the lustre of whose shin-
ing stars has never been dimmed by dishonor or defeat,
seeking in Manila Bay the naval pride and power of
Spain. Loyal Learts at home beat high and fast with
alternating fear and hope, as with bated breath they
awaited the news from across the sea. When every
ship in perfect order, under a command which seemed
almost ivspired, had executed its orders, and every
ship of the Spanish fleet was disabled at the bottom
or in flames, from out the din and smoke of battle there
arose a colossal figure, calin'and majestic, cool and
self-reliant, the highest and grandest embodiment o
duty done in the history of this country; a naval hero,
the splendor and brilliancy of whose achievemen
have writien on the eternal tablet of fame, far abovs
the names of Von Tromp and Nelson, Farragut and
Porter, the immortal name of Admiral George Dewey
the hero of Manila, and the pride of his grateful coun
try. From that May morning until now his namean
fame have been on every tongue in every land, an
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as he journeyed home from more than half-way round
the world, in every clime and land through wnich he -
came he was welcomed and honored as was never na-
val hero before. And when, home at last, his gallant
flagship lay auchored in the bay of the second citv of
the world, her teeming millions were mad with joy
and impatience to do such honor to thes hero of Ma-
nila as was never shown mortal man before; and it
can be truley said that such unlimited display of loy-
al affection and costly magunificence as New York gave
the home-returning hero was greater than was ever
shown before to any other man. And so, at the cap-
ital of his country, were his honors increased and
magnified, and every city or little hamlet through
which he goes makes his coming and his going an
epoch in the history of the place. And when he
comes at last to the metropolis of the South, whose
fame for chivalric hospitality extends vevond its Hm-
its, when greatest and most distingunisned sons and
danglters have opened their hearts and homes to him
and his peerless bride; when they would jewel every
moment of his stay with a joy, and alnost shed tears
of regret that those precious moments are so few;
when in the milst of this anxiety for each moment
of his time, and with the memory of the great houors
bestowed upon him by the great people and cities of
the world, we feel more greatful than words of mine
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can tell that the greatest and most honored naval
hero who ever lived should have the desire and take
the time to be, for one briet hour, our guest. We will
treasure this hour as a bright and pleasant epoch in
the history of our race; and we desire to assure you
that nowhere in this patriotic land of onrs, and among
no element of our composite nationality, will you find
a more loyal devotion to the flag, a broader, deeper or
niore geunuine patriotism, than among the colored
Amwmericans here in our sweet, flowersceated South.

Though we constitute the minority iz most things,
in loyalty and patriotisin we feel that we are in the ma-
jority; for from the beginuning of our country’s history
until now we have given more to that country in pru-
portion to what we have received (excepting our
emancipation ), than any other element of Americn-
ism, In the war of the revolution we had our heroes
who have written their names high upon the scroll of
fame with their blood; and when the fate of our coun-
try hung trembling in the balance we showed our
patriotism at Wagner, Sumpter, Petersburg and ou
many other bloody fields. And in the war with Spain
the gallentry of our black troops at Santiago is a pant
of the history of that war; and I am told that on al
most every fighting craft that floats our flag there a:
members of our race; that even in the battle of Ma
nila Bay there were blick men fighting on your shipsH
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We feel a pleasure and a pride in the fact that they
have always been found loval, brave and true.

It is, however, in the walks of civil life that we
would have you know us best,  In the third of a cen-
tury we have grown f{rom four millions to almost
ten; from being taxed ourselves as chattel property to
atace paying taxes ou nearly a billion dollars worth
of property; from a schoolless race to owners of many

i thonsands of schools with more than a million schel.
ars, with hundreds of industrial schools whete every
I faculty of mind and heart and hand is developed into
I usefulness; from a homeless race we have grown to be
I a race with homes; from a race of unskilled Jaborers
we today have men in every trade and calling who,
I here in the South at least, find employment for their

talents. Iu all the learned professions we have our

representatives, who are successfully measuring in-
tellectnal arms with competitors inevery other race.
We are fixtures in this land of ours, watered with our

blood and hallowed with our graves; and we feel that
in the beantiful arch of humanity that spans Ameri-
can freedom, composed as it is of as mauny nationali-
I ties as there are colors in the rainbow, God in his
wisdom has given us a plate; and that in that arch
l on no element can the future of our country rest with
l gteater reliance and security than that which repre-
sents the colored American. Itis he, through



HE THE AMERICAN NH(GRO

his representatives, who would this evening vie with
atl others in showing his lave and  admiration for the
greas Admoal whoas our citv's guest. He is not
only the grcoiest satlor who ever lived, but it can
trulv be said that of him what can be sud of
no other—he is a saor-statesman, In Jackson and
Grant we had soldier-statesmen, but never before bas
this conntry had embodied io the persen of her great.
est Admiral the highest and best qualities ot the
statesman.  His splendid managament of the most
intricate and delicate questions of diplomace after the
battle of Manila gave him the highest place among
diplomats and statesmen. Durtog the tine he com-
manded Manila Bav, awaiting the coming of land
forces, the very highest type of the statesman was re-
quired to keep the conntry free from international en-
tangiements; and be it said to his everlasting honor
that he never made a mistake, but showed himself as
capable of commanding the ship of state and piloting
her around the rocks and shoals of intrigue and di-
plomacy as he carried his fighting fleet over the tor-
pedoes and around the forts of Manila Bay.

Through this intrepid bravery aud far-sceing states-
manship our flag has been planted in the Orient, and
the inhabitants of the Philippine archipelago awaken-
ed from a semi-civilized lethargy- the curse of centur-
ies of Spanish rule. These islands will soon become
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a matket for our fleecy staples; and with our isthmian
canal completed, they will become the store-house of
the Kast; and when the spirit of American progress
has supplanted Spanish ignorance and oppression in
those islands, and their resources are developed, may
they not rise to a place in the family of nations rival-
ing their neighbor, the Japanese empire; in the glory
of their army and the ubiquity of their commerce?
The man who is our guest this eveming taught the
world that the Anterican sailor is the greatest fighter
that sails the seas, and has given the American navy
a place among the greatest of earth; and iu the years
to come his name will live forever in the hearts of his
countrymen, and, side by side with Washington, Lin
coln and Grauat, adorn the brightest page iu bis coun-
try's history. When he leaves us we assure him that
he and his peerless bride will carry with them the
best wishes and most patriotic devotion of our loval
hearts. For your future we have no fears, for the
craft on which you sail is love, and the hand at the
helm is hers into which you placed vour heart, and
the scas you sail are those of popular love and admi-
ration, filled with isles of flowers, aud every langhing
wavelet of that stormless sea will bring to the ears of
your pilot and vourself the songs of love and admira-
tion, until at last, with this world’s ambitions more
than gratified, you will anchor in the harbor of eter-
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nal love.

.And now as vou leave us, words seem too cold and
lifeless to properly express the feelings of our hearts
towards you and yours; but, if words are lowery things
of life, and grow in rich profusion of all around,
and I a floral artist, I'd pluck the rarest ounes that
grew and weave them into sweet bouquets and tender
one to each, aud ask vou to keep them with your son
venirs in foud remembrance of the hour yon've spent
with us to day. '

=
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THLE Dhury OF PARENTS TO THEIR
CHILDREN

BN TGl FOSTER

“The prosperity of a country depends, not on the
abundance of its revenues, nor on the strength of its
fortification, nor ou the beauty of its public building;
but it consists in the number of its cultivated citizens,
i its men of cduecation, cniightenment and character;
here are found to be its true intevest, its chief strength
and its real power.”  The nearest connection in life
after the nuptial uuion, is that which subsist between
parents aud childreu.  The duties arising from  this
mnion; are twofold, heing temporal and spiritugl. ]
wish to sayv-before going auny furtherthat these duties
cannot be looked after by any one except God be
with them.  Awmong the great duties of parents is to
accustom their children tothe influences of God: above
all others this duty is incumbent upon all parents. |
must admit that we as a race are traveling with books
aud papers each secking for worldly honars, each
wishiing to gain the attention of this world, I say ‘‘go
on.” “But in ali thy ways ackvowledge him.” The
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Negto race, 1s now enviag for more, better, and con-
seerated wmothers. The one great trouble to-day i
the parents seemingly forget the stroug obligations by
which they are hound for the Christ-like perlormance
of therr duties toward thar cluldren, God, in his own
wav of replenishing this varthy traley meant that we
as parents shoul rear our citldien, shonld prepare fo
them while we five. 1o order that they might prove
A blessing to usenot only to usbat humanity. ‘The
conditions of aftunis in the rural districts and  also v
many instances in our large cities are  certainlyv-if nos
now- gaing to prove a cnrse 1o our race. Dear reader,
let nie assist you in vour connmunity-Tell your neigh.
bor  to seck Christ find him, there walk i him
again, tell them to teach Christ in their home, to
Jearn their children how to work; above this, how to
spend their carnings. You can tell them; their child
ren if not properly cared for, while thev live, thei:
children will be paupers in this worid; an'l paupers in
cternity. The “Lord established a testimouy in Jacol,
and appointed a law in Israel which he commandded
our Fathers that they should make them known
their children that the generations to come migl;r’
kuow them, even the children which should be born;
who should arise and declare their children; that thoy
might set their hope in God, and not forget the works
of God., but keep his commandments.
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Again, natural affection should influence  christian
parents to be more concerned  ahount the salvation of
their children, Our very being in the image or like
ness of God.cansed the coming iuto this world of (he
sonof God. If God <o loved us as his ehildren 1o
give his son Jesus for our sake why s it that we
cannot give our time, money and life tor our homes,
AMMew days ago in a certain city there was an electiie
wire raning across a colored gentleman’s home, the
zeatleman had been watching the slack in the wire
for some-time hut business kept him from reporting
the slack. Finally one evening just as he had got-
ten home  he heard a loud erv, & shriek, the mother
stood crving, saving my the wire is broken, and our
boy is entangled therein with-out one word the fa-
ther leaped from the door to the rescue of his child.
He saved the boy but lost his own hfe.  Oh mecthers
and fathers; there is now running across your home
the currant of (God's displeasure.  Oune of you see aud
know where the slack is. Oh will you report it to dav
because on to morrow you might save yonur boy  but
give your life. The ministers of our race inust learn
toreport the slack, the presses of our race must iearn
to report the slack, the leaders of our race muyst learn
to report the slack. Father failed in this instance to
report the slack, mothers wust learn to report the
slack.
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A small degree of natural affection where there s
any persuasion of the certainty of another wm“:d,
must excite an interest among those that Jove om
race, and see our future.  The great wen and women
of any race; who are in truth what they profess to be,
have a clear view by faith of the realities of the world
to come.

Again, aptitude forms another important stump
for many to hide bebind, that s the old saving; |
tricd to raise my bov right but he certainly learned
evil some other place.  You cannot efface the good
impression when properly, and timely given, You
cannot efface the evil impression when pmpnrly'and
timely given but we as parents are not supposed to
be asleep to our duty toward our childred, we should
begin while the child is in the cradle, by singing,
praying, reading God's word and not so much gossip
about our neighbors, but a lovely, peaceful and en-
jovable yossip of “how best to rear our children, and
prepare them for God and humanity. Should this
noble opportunity to enroll him in the cradle be
thrown away, all the future methods of instructing
him are likely to be with-out effect. During the
summer we watch the “flies” during the dining hours.
But we never watch the “fies” that will destrov
and up-set the spiritual man.
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Again God is taking particular notice of our care
for our children because hiseyes were turned upon
Abraham, aund the Lord said, “shall 1 hide from
Abraham the thing which I do, seeing that Abraham
shall surely become a mighty nation, and all the na-
ions of carta shall be blessed in him? For I know
him, that he will command children and his house
hold, after him”

Where ever mothers be,
Where ever children are.
»1 am ever with thee.”
He cannot be far.
May Gd bless every Negio home, where ever the
gospel of truth is being preached,  May we all re-
wember our race, voung meun and young women  will
be just what we make them. Help me to save the
bovs and giris, heip me to lift from the streets one
waif per day, I'll soon have the building complete.
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HOROSCOPIC PROGNOSTICATION
OFF BRAIN AND LEARNING AS I'' RELATEN
TO THE RACK QUESTION,

Uy WL H, Coexar, Ph D,

In surveving the progress made by the Negroes
the last torty years the question arises, has the pro
gress been along the same lines traveled by othe
prople similarly situated? This question is raise
becanse of the constaut attacks made on the cfforts
the race in the early part of its emancipated life, an
the attempt by some men to regard the Negro in
different light from other people, and to require mo
of him in his transitional period than any other ra
in history. It is to be deeply regretted that too ofte
for the sake of popularity men have spoken in co
tempt of the noble efforts of the Negroes, who can
up from slavery amid trials and tribulations—m

who had made every inch of Southermr soil sacred
their labor, tears, and their blood—men who uphe
the stars and stripes and made it possible for the
vounger men who have attempted to traduce them,
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rise in the werld.  Some of these inen have told us
that the works of Charlotte Tubman, Francis Ellen
Harper, Sejourner Truth, Fredrick Douglas. Amanda
Smith, Bishop Payue. Bishop Turner, John M. Lauog-
ston, Henry Highland Garnett, Wi, Still, Chas. B.
Rav, |. M. Troter, Robert Purvis, Peter H. Clark and
hosts as equally great, loyal and true members of our
race, who struggled before and after freedom, were
unwise in thought and action.  Itisa sad thing when
met with a wave of the hand will dismiss the fore-
fathers of the race in freedom and discount' all their
prayers, tears and blood. No race which does not
hold sacred the miemories of its fathers has cver
amounted to anything, The Southern white people
are to be congratulated for the sacreduess iu which
they have held the names of Alexander H. Stephens,
Calhoun, Jefferson Davis and the men who have led
them in thought for a hundred years. [ will be sor-
ry for the man who will be so nnwise as to assert in
the public prints of the south, that the leaders of the
Southern people from the foundation of the govern-
ment to this day have made nothing but blunders and
started everything wrong. It would take all the
governors and judges of the south combined to pre-
vent a lynching. I honor the south of this estim-
ation which it puts upon its servants in the past.

Some months before the assassination of the grand-
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and beloved ean, Prasident MeKinlev, when hie came
South avd ont of the coedress of his groat heart,
nropased that the North wendd baild manumonts to
help docorate the grave of the heroes of the lost
Cauze,” The south with o bow of eratitade, thankald
the proestdent for this apprechcion’of nel'vness and
generosite of hissoul but from Virginia to Texas,
the Sonth said, “The graves of cur fallen hevocs are
teo siored to be decotated be tle Juinds of these who
made themw sy our wives aed children must perfonm the
dutv” This sontiment shoaed the charmeter of the
Sauthern people which muost he applaunded as worthy
tmitation inall of the rieces, Now I recite thisin
order to repeat that this principle must be in the Ne.
wro's breast, or onr leaders will he forever beating
aronnd, disconnting the actions of their iends inthe
past, in order to draw to themecelves nototiety and ap-
platse of people whe do not Jike ws, These men
wonld not only put all the necks of the entive past
“leaders of the race npon one chopping Mok, where
one blow woulkl remove them from history, but thev
“eredit themselves with all the wisdom and  prophetic
vision of the racs, past, and present, and for all time
to come,
The Negro beuncvolent societies have heen attacked
and abused. Their wisdom in putting together their
anites for mutal aid in sickness and in death has been
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misrepresented and held up for ridicule, in order that
some men may be hrought ainto prominence and to
advertise their personal ambition.  What are the
great fusareace companies among the white paiple of
his country to-day but the evointion of their

early
etforts at mutal assistance. 1The race

which fails to
vare for its doad and to make its tanples oreater thaa
s homes has no place in the history of men. Such
a race o senti-harbarfe and ohoulish, Muatal socie-
ties, the huildine of temnles, cire of the dead, are
marks of the highest civilization kouwn in his history
1'he fact, that the Negro observes these high wmarks
pf civilization s ancther fact, which characterizes it
s one of the coming races of the world.

Our religion has heen attacked and put down as an
rror, ot midisters condemned, the early teachers and
heir educational methods prouonuced unwise, aad
he race 1o general led out of court. Why this whole-
ale condemuation of all that pertains to the past his-
ry of the race? Has it been for the general good of
1e race, or for personal exaltation and aggrandize-
ent? I came over from the other side of the flond.
AJorty yvears I have been a close observer of what has
ne on within and without the race, Without one
y of intermission, I have stood in the schoolroom.
“pave carefully studied the history of the rise, pro-
pss, decay or success of all historic peoples. I do




118 THE POSSIBILITIES OF

not hesitate to state that every step made by the Ne
groes in this country has been in harmony with tle
steps made by ail other 1aces in passing from barbas
isin to civibzation,  Auv careful student of histon
will testify that nothing move clearly marks the com
mon origin of races than the connnon steps to rise i
the warld,  There is nothing in the life of the Ne-
wro race 1n this country before nor since the war tha:
cannot be found among other peoples in similar con-
ditions and in similar envitonments; where ever it
has been in any way abnormal, incongruous, or in
auny unnatural degree or direction, but rather credit
able-. If we mnake up aun issue on this wholesale dc-
nunciation of our best history, we shall find that the
facts in the case completely disprove the charge,
~ Our religion has been attacked and still I remem
ber a time when those queer emotional groanings an
moanings were poured forth with such faith and ean
estness, that they broke the shackles of slavery ami
the rain of lead, and set the four milliou slaves fre
I can remember ¢ When You Can Have All the Worl
But Give Me Jesus,” ““Steal Away to Jesus' “Swin
Low Sweet Chariot,'’ and other like songs were sut
with much emotional earnestness and unswervi
faith, and yet burst forth into such tornadoes th
bore down before them the enemies of freedom. 1+
member when there was. not a school house for N
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groes in the entire South. . I remember when there
could not he found a Negro from Chattanacega  to
Memphis, or throughout the whole Tennessee valev
who could in any way be considered scholarly or edu-
cated. 1 remember when they did not have o lawver,
doctor, colored teacher, educated mimster, in all the
sections heretn named, 1 remember when there was
not a farm or a decent home owned by Negroes thrn .
this eutire valley.  What forces put school honses on
every hill top and churches in every vallev within
ten years after emauncipation?  What forces placed ve.
fined, educated yvoung men and women of our own
race in these school houses and churches within tifteen
vears after emancipation? What forces placed millions
of dollars in cash in homes, and farms aud petsonal
property to our credit within fifthen years after our
emancipation? What forces spread lawyers, doctors,
every character of business men throughout the whole
Southland within twenty years after our emauncipation?
What mechanic forces drove forward the carpenter,
the blacksmith, the wheelwright, the cook, the laun-
dress, and every form of work everywhere in the
south after ‘‘grim visage war smoothed his wrinkled
front.” What forces took one- hundred-thousand black
chimneys and smoking ruins and built them up into
beautiful homes, and made the entire South the land
f prosperity within twenty years after the sound of
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the pons of Fort somter el dhed away i poantle men
minest Were these torees Boeonmd? Wi the wasdom
ot the men of those dave o Wae adt that g hin
werk o at the top? | \'.u';.».l be =iy, lcul‘
by

i

el coraition ot the conttry to day, i that wor
Pod wl teanwione, Thace s o e flusvee sehipious,
wdes il o pevebciogion ] oo scd by en of prem
meuee of te day which do et ove thon crigin sy
aiton, and succes tothe el cnces of those cariy davs,
The growthowud the dovedopnicnt or the race alow
O Hies was firmer and mose raprd nwler the ll\'n
twenty vears of freedom than 1t wall be i any ot
subsequent vears, notwithstanding all of this adver
tising o brise forth some man’s wdea to the contrary
I think perhaps enc of the most eruel blows struel
at cur foretathers is the action of some colleges - hay
1 the old phntation welodies, the wost sacred of ab
am songs, snng by the papils stmply to gratify vis
tor~. Who wonld dare to sthud on the steps of the capi
tol at Montgomery and sing “Dixie™ in derision
Who would dare to stand ou the steps of vur natiosn
capitol and chant the *Star Spangled Banuner™ 1
mockery.

Rich and seemingly all powerful Babylon askdd
the old Jew to make sport of his race and of his 1o
ligion. He said, **How shall we sing the Lord’s song
in a strange land?”
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1 1 forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my right hand
forget her cunning.

I I do not remember thee' let my tongue cleave

the roof of my mouth; if 1 prefer not Jerusalem above
my chief jov.”
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RIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF

HON, B. I-. BOOTH OF
MEMPHIS, TENN,

I was born in Prentis county Miss., Oct, 17th 1838,
my father died when I was nine years old, 1 began
going to everv day school when about ten vears old
walking about five miles every dav to schoo!, Fiom
the time I was 12 years old until now, I had to sup-
port myself as well as I could and try to educate my-
self. 1 went to school most of the time working
mornings and evenings for iy board, and support mv
wother as best I conld. I was to poor to buy books
and was forced to use the books of other children
This state of affairs continued with me until 1877
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On the 10th day of May T walked from Ripley, Miss.,
to Mebet a little station on the M. & C. railroad 64
wmiles from Memphis a distance of 28 miles from Rip-
ley, I arrived there about 4 o'clock p. m. the same
day, and hired to a farmer for 10 dollars a month and
went to plowing that evening and plowed until night.
After the crops were laid by, one Sunday morning he
called me to the front porch and asked me if I did not
want to teach school, I replied in the affirmative. He
and the county superintendant who had staid there
all night were sitting on the front porch together. I
sat down on the steps bare headed, bare footed in my
shirt sleeves and my pants rolled up to my knees,
just like 1 came from the field plowing. The county
superintendant examined me in this condition and is-
sued me a certificate to teach school, and from then
on I tanght and made crops until I got enongh money
to go to the State Normal college at Holy Springs,
Miss., where I entered in January 1880, 1 took a four
vear course, guit and went to teaching. In 1884 I
read law in the office of Col. Wi, Inge, one of the
eading criminal lawyers in the south who resided at
orinth, Miss, I read law in his offiice about five
onths when I went to farming and to teaching and
ntinued to read law between times when not engag-
in the field and schoolroom.

September 8 1885, I obtained a license to practice
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before any magistrate in the state and hefore the county
coutt of my own county. On the Ist of Janunry 188G,
I moved to Bolivar, Tenn., and was clected principal
ol the ity school which T tanght for three years, On
the Sthoof September TSRG, T was admitted to the bar
et the comnts of this state at Bolivar, Tenn. 1
taughit sehool and practived law at Bolivar until Jan,
1820, when I was telegraphed to come to Memphis
by Colo .. B Faton a then millionaire who engaged
wie as counsel to represent him in a contested election
case between hiny and the late James Phelan fora
scat 1n congress, I was engaged in taking proofs in
tiat case from Jan, 27th to May 2ud 1889, during
which time 1 took about fourteen hundred depositions.

[irmediately after this I settled down to the prac-
tive of the law in Memphis.  The first important case
mowhich 1 was engaged here, was the celebrated case
of Scurklosk vs. Searklock a suit for divorce.  Thit
occupied the attentions of the courts for about 12 year.
It had ben in the courts about eight years awd had
woirnt out four of the best lawvers in the citv. M
Vitginia Scurlock the plaintiff had finally obtained a
deciee {or divorce and alimonv.  Aund all the prope:-
tv of Robert Scurlock her husband, had been levied
upan and advertised to be sold. The sale was to takg
place on Saturday, when Mr. Scurlock came and en
engaged my services on Tuesday before. Allthe whiy
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less. 1 took up the case, went thmugh the record,
discovered a hiatus, applied for and obtained a writ
of error Coram Nobis, aund superseded the sale and
stopped 1t )nxl three hours before the hour set to sell

thie properiv, thus st

—--—-———-

artling the entire bar. 1 wentto
0 he ¢aise, and discovered h\' :hhunur search,
that the plaintiff was married before the war accord-
ing to slave fashion, to one George Halfacre at Ripley,
Tenn, Laudetdale county, and 1 went up there took

£
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proof, and when the case was again called 1 defeated
the suit for divorce and got the plaiutiff's bill dismiss-
ed, whereupon she appealed to the Supreme court of
Tennessee, and I followed it there and wou again.
Then the counsel for the plaiutiff came back and dug
ip an oid interlocntory decree for §300. alimonv pen-

ntilite nearly 10 vears old, and had an execution
evied upon Senrlock’s properiv.  to satisfy  this
‘ndgemcnt of $300. I then filed a bill in the Chancery
aurt to annul the maniage between them and to
njoin the collection of that judgement for &300. As
requltable, the Chancellor annuiied the marriage but
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cidec . Dthen ap-
qued to the Supreme court and rev qucd the Chan-
llor and the $30t. was perpetually enjoined. In the
jeantimme while the case was pending in the Chan-

ry court and before the case was decided there,
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Scurlock remarried to another woman, then his for-
Jmer wife had him indicted for bigamy. And on the
trial of this case, he was acquitted, and the trial judge
ordercd her locked up for bigamy, for which case |
recieved a fee of $500. This case is reported in &
Pickle Tenn., Reports. In 1890, I was employed in
the case of Griggs vs. Richman, in which case 1 re-
covered through the Chancery and Supreme courts a
half a block of realestate in South Memphis valued
at $10,000, for John Griggs, that he had been de-
franded out of bv Richman, in which case 1 got a fee
of $500. In 1894, I defended Tom Choat for the
murder of Arthur Downs. Choat shot Downs in the
Mount Olive M. E. church in Memphis in frout of
the pulpit during church services. At the trial of th
case Choat did not have a single witness in his be
half except as to former good character. He was con
victed and sentenced 1o hang. [ appealed the cas
to the Supreme court. and made an argument there
an:d recieved the highest compliments of the entin
bench and the bar present, I secured a reversal, an
on a second trial of the case, 1 secured an acquitt
for my client and he is now living happily with hi
wife and ten children, In 1892 1 represented t
Beale Street church, in this city, in the celebrat
church factional fight, carrying it to the Suprer
court twice, winning each time and was paid a fee
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$1,200., for my services. Every since theun T have de-
fended every church suit of any importance in this
city, and they have been many, never losing a single
one. And I am now regarded as the best anthority
on church law in the city, white or black. And it is
conceeded that no lawyer in the city can draw an in-
janction church bill that I can't dissolve and no law-
yer in the city can dissolve an injunction bill that |
draw.

In 1897 1 was employed to represent the heirs of S.
Farris in the suit of his wife to set up and prove a
t will. This case lasted over three years, During
hich time I took depositions in Mississippi, Louisi-
na, Teénnessee, Indiana, Ohio, Kentucky and Illinois
uding the suit. The wife who was plaintiff in the
e, married one Levi McCoy who was supporting
r in this suit, and died just a few days afterwards,
aving everything by will to McCoy. I finally won
e case receiving a fee of $2,665,, for wmy services.
¢ largest fee ever received by a colored attoraey in
e south. The estate was valued at $30,000. In
901, I defended Will Smith for the murder of Junius

ker. O a Sunday evening Will found Juuius at
is girl's house and at once opened fire on him shoot-
g him down dund followed him up and shot him as
crawled off on his kuees, shot him five times. He
as tried without a witness in his be-half coavicted
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and sentenced to hang: I appealed the case to the Su-
preme court. Where it was affirmed, I then applied

to the Governor to commute the death sentence to
life imprisonment and secured a respite for 30 days,

at the end of which I renewed my application going
twice and remaining with the Governor until 11 o’
clock the night prior to the haunging as fixed in lhis
order, granting respite. 1 finally secured a commuta-
tion of the sentence to life imprisonment. In the case
of the state vs. Phillip Cloyd, I raised the question of
the right of colored men to sit on the various Juries
in the county it being the first time the question was
ever praised in this state. And I succeeded in secur-
ing the acquital of my client. 1 have a large prac.
tice in the city. 1 have both white and colored clients,
and stand shoulder to shoulder with my white breth.
ren and forget when 1 enter the courtrooms that I am
a colored man so far as the way in which I am treated
‘goes. I am an untiring worker, and never go into
eourt without thoroughly preparing my cases. 1 own}.

considerable realestate in the city. I have a wife and
~:two daughters one by first wife and one by second|
“wife who is at present touring the north and uorth{
‘east.
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THE RIGHTS AND DUTIES
OF THE NEGRO

AN ADDRESS DELIVERED BY BOOKER T.

WASHINGTON OF TUSKEGEE,
ALABAMA, BEFORE

The National Afro-Amer Council

Louisville, Ky., Thursday, July 2nd, 1903

In the midst of the present deep iuterest growing
out of matters conuected with our race, it can be stated
that recent events, as regrettable as they are have
tended to simplify the problem in one direction, at
Jleast. The events to which I refer show that the
questions pertaining to our race are each day ore
and more becoming national ones, rather thaun local
and sectional ones. When we can carry the question
up into tho atmosphere where men of all races, North
and South; will discuss it with calmness, with absence
of passion aud sectional feelings, I believe we ‘shall
have made a distinct advance.
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While my remarks tonight will relate to the race i
its national aspect, 1 speak also as one who was bon
i the South, who loves it, and expects to abide there
permancutly. I am glad that this great meeting is
held south of Mason's and Dixon's line. 1t is in the
South that the great masses of our people dwell, anc
will abide in the future as now. It is fitting that this
budy should have its hearing, and perform its work.
in the section of our country where the Negro race
hivesiit is equally important that this organization
speak its words, and perfect its plans in the midst of
the white people who are most directly concerned
about the future of the race.

What ever progress is inade in the years that are
to come, will result largely from open, frank discus.
sion, and a sympathetic co-operation between the
highest types of whites, and the same class of blacks.
Que thing of which I feel absolutely sure, is that
without mutual confidence and co-operation, there is
little hope for the progress which we all desire, 1Ix
the present season of anxiety. and almost of despair.
which possesses an element of the race, there are twe
things which I wish to say as strongly as I may.

First let no man of the race become discouraged o:
hopeless. Thoungh their voices may not be often or
loudly lifted, there are in this country, North and
South, men who mean to help see that Justice is met-
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~d out to the race iu all the avenues of lite,  Such a
nan as Judge Themas G, Jones, of Alabama, to whom
:ore credit shonld be given for blotting out the in-
amous systew of peonage than to any other.  Judge
Jones represents the very highest type of Southern
manhood, and there are hosts of others like hiwm. There
i~ a class of brave, earnest men at the South, as well
as at the North, who are tnore determined than ever
before to see that the race is given opportunity to ele-
vate iteell; and we owe it to these friends, as well as
to ourselves, to see that no act of ours causes them
embarassmeunt.

Secoud, let us keep before us the fact that, almost
without cxception, every race or nation that has ever
got upon its feet, has done so through struggle, aud
trial, and persecution; and that out of this very resist-
ance to wrong, out of the struggle against odds, they
have gained strength, selfconfidence, and experience,
which they could not have gained in any other way.

And not the least of the blessings of such struggle,
is that it keeps one humble, and nearer to the heart
of the Giver of all gifts. Show me an individual who
is permitted to go through life without anxious
hought, without experiencing a sense of poverty and
roug, waut and struggle, aud I will show you a man
who is likely to fail in life. “Whom the Lord loveth,
e chasteneth.”
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No ove should seek to close his eyes to the truth,
that the race is passing through a very serious and
wying period of its development; a period that calls
for the use of our ripest thought. our most sober judge-
went, and frequent appeals to Him who has promised
strength to the weak,

During the season through which we are now pass.
ing, I wish to ask with all the emphasis I am able to
command, that each individual of the race keep a
calm mind, and exercise the greatest degree of self-
control; and that we all keep a trave heart. Let noth-
ing lead us into extremes of utterance, or action. By
this method of procedure, we shall be able to justfy
the faith of our friends, and confound our eunemies.
In the affairs of a race, as with great business enter-
prises, it is the individual of few words and conser-
vative action, who commands respect and confidence.
Vastly more courage is often shown in one's ability
to suffer in silence, or to keep the bedy under when
sorely tempted, than in acting through the medium
of a mob. In thé loug run it is the race or individ-
ual that exercises the most patience, forbearance, and
self.control in the midst of trying conditions, that wins
its course, and the respect of the world. Such a
course will, in the end, draw to our side all men,
North and South, whose good will and support are
worth having. Let nothing induce us to descend to
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hie level of the mob, but rather direct our course in a
lignified atmosphiere.

In advocating this policy, I am not asking that the
Negro act the cowar |t we are not cowards.  The part
vhich we have plaved in defending the flag of our
osntry, inevery war in which we have been engaged,
s sufficient evidence of our counrage, when the proper
nme comes to manifest it

The recent outbreaks of government by the mob
mphasize two lessons, one for our race and one for
he other citizens of our country, Sounts and North;
ot it s to be noted, I repeat, that the work of the
nchers is not coufined to oue section of the country.
T'he lesson for us is, that we should see to it tlat
) far as the intluence of parent, of school, of pulpit,
d of the press, is concerned, no effort be spared to
press upoun onr own people, especialiv the youth,
at idleness and crime should cease, and that no ex-
se be given the world to label any large proportion
the race as idlers and criminals; and that we show
rselves as anxious to bring to punishment, as any
ter class of citizens, those who cominit crime, when
oper legal procedure is sure. We should let the
tld know on all proper occasions that we consider
legal puaishment too savere for the wretch of any
te who attempts to outrage a woinan,

T'he lesson for the other portion of the mnation to

|
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learn is, that both in the making and in the excention,
the same laws should be made to apply  to the Negro
as to the white man.  Thoe shonld be meted out
earal justice to the black wan and the white man
whether it relates to citizenship, the protection uf
property, the right to labor or the protection of human
life.  Whenever the nation forgets, oris tempted o
forget, this basie principle, the whole fabric of govern.
ment, for the white and the black man, is weakened,
and threatened with destruction  ‘T'his is tiue, whether
it relates to coditions in Texas, Indiana, or Deleware,

10 show how far we have already been led astrav,
by those who disregard the majesty of the law, and
wonld insnlt governors and Judges; by those who
would uphold the law in one case, and trample it
underfoot in another, we have but to call attention to
the lamentable fact that the most careful systematic
investigation into the subject of lynching that has
ever been made in this country shows that only
thirty-five per cent, of those lynched have ever becn
charged with violence to women. To attempt to sav
that all these thirty-five per cent, were guilty, wouldﬂ
be to argue that the judginent of the mob is more un
erring than that of the court. We canuot, and shoul
not, escape the punishment for our sins of commis
sion, or of omission. :

It is with a nation as with an individual: what-soH
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ever we o that we shall reap. If we sow crime, we

shali reap lawlessness. If we break  the law where s

helpless Negrois concerned, 1€ will not be very long

before the sune Taw s disregarded when a white man
is concerned. Out of the present conditions, there is

one sign more enconragruy thau all others; and that

is that in the Sonth as well as in the North, the voice

of the press is speaking out as never before in favor

of upholding the majesty of the Law.

Tlie Negro iu this country constitutes the most
compact reliable, and peaceful element of labor; one
which is almost the sole dependence for production
in certain directions; and I believe that, if for o
highet reason than the econonlic one, the people will
see that it is worth while to keep so farge an element
of labor happy, contented, and prosperous, by surronnd-
ing aud guarding it with every protection and en-
couragement of the laws. In the long run, nothing
is wore costly anl unsatisfactory thaun discontented,
unhappy, and restless labor. Few people are wise
enough to learn the economic value of justice.

In oar efforts to go forward. we shonld keepin miad
the difference between the problem presented previous
to the civil war, and that now coufronting us. Before
our freedom, a giant tree was growing in the garden,
which all considered injurious to the progress of the
whole nation. The work to be done was direct and
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stmple.  Destroy the bartfal tree.  The work bafore
us now iy not the destruction of a tree, but the grow.
ing of oae.  Slavery preseuted a problem of destruct-
ion: Freedom presents one of coustriction.  This re-
quires time, patience, preparation of the soil, water
ing, pruniug, and the most creful nursing,

In this conuecbion, we should bear in mind that om
ability and our progress will be measured largely by
evidences of taugible, visible growth. We have
right in a conservative and sensible mauner to enter
our complaints, but we shall make a fatal error if we
yield to the temptation of believing that mere opposi-
tion to our wrongs, and the simple utterance of com-
plaiut, will take the place of progressive, constructive
action, which must constitute the bed-rock of all true
civilization. The weakest race or individual can con-
demn a policy: it is the work of a statesman to con-
struct one. A race is not measured by its ability to
condemn, but to create.  Let us uphold our heads,
and with firm and steady tread, go manfully forward.
No oune likes to fecl that he is continually. following
a funeral procession.

Let us not neglect to lay the greatest stress upon
the opportunities open to us, especially here ia the
South, for constructive growth in labor, business and
education. Back of all complaint. all denunciation,
must be evidence of solid, indisputatle accomplish.-
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ment in the way of high moral character and econo-
mic fonndation.  An inceh of progress i+ worth more
than a vard of complaint,

The whites and the blacks are to reside together in
thiy conutiy permanently, and we should lose vo op-
portunity to cultivate in every straightforward, manlv
way, the vreatest harmony between the races. Who-
ever, North or Sonth, black or white, by word or deed,
beedlessly stivs up strife, 1s an enemy to both races,
to his country. While making our appeals for help
and svmpathy, we shonld not forget that in the last
analysis, the most affective appeal will consist in lay.
iug our case before the commuuity and state in which
we reside; nor that usefulness in our own homes will
constitute our most lasting and most potent protection.

I appreciate from the bottom of my heart the tre-
mendous and trying strain that is now upon us, and
how difficult it is for us to make progress nunder such
circumstances; but 1 believe the momentous period
through which we are now passing, will draw to our
assistance in large munbers, the good will, the sym-
pathy, and helpful co-operation of white men in the
South, as well as in the North, If we ounly exercise
due patience, self-control, and courage.

SR































THE POSSIRILITIRS OV 163

HON. CORNELIUS J. JONES
Lawyer, Orator and Kx-Representative Of
Mississippi.

Hon. Cornelius J, Jones of Muskogee, Indian Ter-
itory, was boru in the state of Mississippi in 1858.
e speut his early days in the historic city of Vicks-
urg; and attended the local schools there, until he
as 15 years old: then his parents, encouraged by the
rogress he made, sent Lim to the ouce famous Alcorn
llege in Mississippi, located five miles east of:a river
nding, known as ‘‘Rodney”, and there he spent five
Fears in assiduous study. - At this school he took a
actical business course, and left well epuipped as a
siness man.
In 1879, Mr. Jones was appointed by the New Or-
us Cotton Seed Association as its general purchas-
g agent, in the Yazoo Mississippi Valley section,
own as the Yazoo river, and Deer creek tributaries;
th a small steam boat placed at his command for
nsportation of seed purchased by him as such agent.
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He held this possition for two seasons, and during the
course of his mavagement of the funds of the com-
pany, accounted for $423,000., entrusted to him as
disbursing officers; and holds aletter of recommendation
irom that company which he regards as one of the
choice relics of his career as a business shan This
recommendation alone has been of great services-to
him in after yedrs.

In 1881, Mr. Jones commenced the study of law
under the instructions of the late Judge Burns, ex-
eliief Justice of the state of Louisiana, and read suc-
cessfully for several years, until the death of this good
justice, then he resumed studies uunder the late W,
I. Sharkey, grandson of the late ex-governor Sharkey
of Mississippi. After reading law for eight years he
was admitted to the practice of law under Judge Ralph
North, before the Circuit court at Vicksburg, Miss,,
in 1888. In 1889, he was elected to the legislature
f the state of Mississippi from Issaquena county, and
rved in that body until the adoption of the late con-
titution of that state. JIan that body, Mr. Jones won
wealth of praise, for his manly speech on the 28th
ay of January, 1890, whea the storm of acrimonious
cbate on the floor of the .house of representatives at
ackson had raged for many days, as to the adoption
f the bill calling for the then proposed constitution.
! conventions, The Negro race having been assail--
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it a most dnlmgcmls m tner by the many Negro 1
haters, includin 7 the nie ent Gov raoe of Mississipp:
(Major Vardima 1) who was a memter of the same
house, Mr. Jones shrang to the {loor in the midst + f af
heated debate, an ! {1 ore than an hour, defined tl.c
possition of lis race in that fight, and iuformed the
white men; that the vile measure proposed, was n:
more than a stroke at the independance, and consii
tutional liberties vouchsafed them by the fundament.)
laws of the country. Mr. Jones assured that bo:ly,
that so far as he was concerned, h» meut to fight th:
proposed constitution as long as he was permitted o
live in the state, should such become a law, and as t)
that fact, he assured themn that he entertained n
doubt. The speech made by our subject on that o
casion, rings eveu yet throughout that state, becaus
of its profound scope. In 1895, Mr, Jones appear:§
before the Supreme court of the U. S. at Washiug or.
and has the distinction of being the first colored law
yer in the history of our country, to make an oral ar
gumnent before that court. The case was a murde
case brought from Mississippi on writ of error. A
other, assailing the validity of the late constitutior
was taken up to the Supreme court two years lat
and both cases were full - deterinined upon the me
its thereof, and each time Mr. Jones made himse)
new admirers for his abili y with which he handldf
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the cases. In 18C6, Mr Jones was nomirated by the
Republican party as their candidate for congress to
represent the Third Congressional district of Mississ.
ippi, against the then influential democratic member,
JHon. Thos. C, Catchings.  Mr. Jones made two con-
Rtests against this democrat in this district, being be-
fore the fifty-fifth and fifty-sixth congresses. In each .
coutest, Mr. Jones made oral arguments in the inter-
st of the party of his district before the committee on
“Yprivileges and elections, and to-day he enjoys a most
‘Jextensive acquaintance with the leading members of
fthe House and Senate, as well as departinental officials
at Washington. In 1903 he saw that the Indian
Territory held ont to the progressive advocate the
Jgreatest possible advantages, owing to the new order
es-instituted by recent legislation, hence he, in com-
X mon with the mauny progressive pioneers from many
p her states of the whole nation, has cast his lot with
‘fthe new country.

As a lawyer, Mr. Jones is a credit to the profession
and represents the race in full.  In recent years his
ractice has grown so extensively that itis confined
o civil litigation only. Our subject is a thorough,
wholesouled, race man; he is not an extremist, but a
onnd persistent advocate of all principles looking to
'}xe purity, and universal happiness of the whole peo-
pie, .of whom the colored race is a part.
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HON. HARRY C. SMITH |
|
|
!
|

Lawyer, Orator and Ex-Representative, of

Cleveland, Ohio.

Oa the next page is a picture of a self-made vam who
has pushed his way to the front by indomitable will,
energy and honest dealing. He has spent more than
21 years in news-paper work, 19 years of them as edi-
tor of the “Cleveland, O., Gazette”, of which he has
been sole proprietor for more than 16 years. He has
served three terms in the Ohio Legislature, from 1894
to 1898 and from 1900 to 1902. Mr. Smith enjoys the
distinction of editing what is generally acknowledged
to be one of our few leading race journals and advoca.
tes; also of having thrice been elected over white op-
ponents, to the Legislature of his state, the last time
by the largest plurality (over ten thousand) ever gives
any Negro candidate for such an office, this too, in a
county where the negro vote is not oue-twentieth of
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the total Republican vote. This speaks for its self.
November 7th, 1895 when a candidate for re-election,
Mr: Smith received about 3,000 more votes than the
Republican candidate (white) on the same ticket for
common Pleas Judge.

On Thursday, September 7th., 1899, Mr. Smith
was a second time re-nominated for the Legislature,
reeeiving next to the highest vote, and there were
thirty candidates for eight plages: All white except
frav. His plurality on election day November 7th,
1309, was over 10,000 and his opponent was a white
wan.  Mr. Smith’s work, personal and newspaper,
m the interest of the race and the Republican party,
for a period of nearly 20 years, is to well known to
need comment,

His most conspicions work as a legislator in the
interest of the race, during his first term, in 1804,
was the passage of the Ohio Civil Right's Law, of
which the Malby law, of New York, is a copv.  His
“Muob violenee or Auti-Lynching Law”, which is now
o1 the statute books of the graund old state - a mother
of Dreridents - overshadows all his work, In the
General  Assembly  of Ohio. For four vears,
during the time Senator Fotaker was Governor of
(dhio, Mr. Smith was a deputy oil inspector,

Mr Smith is the leading Negro in the Buckeve
rsl;nu. His speech 1n Canton in 1896, when at the
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head of a delepation of 500 Negroes, who visited Mc-
Kinley, drew from the later a response which most
agrecably surprised the country and secured merited
praise for both. For nearly two years Mr. Smith had
becn advocating the nomination of McKiuley and al.
"0 worked hard for his election with his paper, and o
the stump under the direction of the Natiounal an
State Republican committees.  During his stumpingg
tour of a month, which was principally through out
Ohio, he addressed audiences of white Republicans
with the possible exception of three or four meetings
and hsa a collection of press comments taken from dai
ly newspapers (white) of the cities in which he spoke
of which he is justly proud. They are in every in
stance, commendatory in the extreme. Kqually s
were his endorsements by the race press for a plac
under the McKinley administration. Many Negroes
in Cleveland and in Ohio are grateful to Mr. Smitl
for positions they hold or held, and others ought t
who are not. 'T'was ever thus, however.
~ Speaking of Mr. Smith's paper, “The Clevelan
Gazette”, Prof. W. S. Scarborough, the well known
scholar, wrote: *This paper has proven a success an
is now by far the best colored paper published in th
state of Ohio aud is one among the best edited by¢
colored journalist, in the United States. It is vigoq
ous in tone, fearless in its defense of right, a stron
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dvocate of equal rights to all men without any dis-
inction, an uncompromising enemy of prejudice in
Il its forms, and a staunch Republican in politics,
ith principle rather than expediency as the basis™.
WMt Smith has always wielded a fearless and able
en for right and truth,  He has fought squarely in
half of his race, demanding for it recognition wher-
ver denied. No other proof of this is needed than
he Gazette itself™.

Hon. Fredrick Douglass wrote a few years prior to
is death: ** In the midst of hurried preparations for

long tour in Europe I snatch my pen and spend a
w momeunts to tell you how completely I sympathize
ith your political attitude’’. ‘T'hen agaiu he adds:
1 do exhiort your readers to stand by you in your ef-
Prts to lead the colored citizens of Ohio to wise and
iccessful political action™,

Though at times Mr. Smith has been severely
giticised he has never varied from what he consider-
his duty.

"} Ohio has had 13 Negro legislators. They secured
“Pe passage of two laws of special interest to the Ne-
oes, an “Anti=discrimination insurance law'' and
“Anti-black laws" law. Mr, Smith secured the
age of an equal number - two, *“The Ohio Civil
jghts” and “Anti-Lynching” laws. For the first
e since the first one (Hou. Geo. W. Williaws, the
torian ), about 20 years prior, the Ohio Legislature
Y1900 had but one Afro-American wmember, Mr.
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EARNESTNESS AND SELF-RELIANCE
As ILLEMENTS OF Succr:ss

There have been instances i life when man conld
play aun important part by depending on others to a-
sist him in that in which he was engaged whether :
carncst or not, now we are left alone to play our own
patt. be it'a success or a failure.  To accompliszh th
most, we must possess the elements of earnestness and
self-relianve.

Farnestuness is a quality or seed growing within thd
hearts of man or it must be acquired as the mastery
uf the lesson of years of experience, if he would enjoy

the greatest good of life, It teaches us that every
good undertaking in life should be persued with ea:
nestness to accomplish the most possitle, because it

|
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lack will bring failures which are uot praise-worthy
but, instead is symbolic of cowardice. Antonio Ma-
ceo was accustotned lo atiribute his success to ear-
pestuess in his own powers, as determination as attri-
bute chief, must always result from it. For when
nee shown in this way it is a proof of a strong will
nd is recognized in favor of the possessor.

A glance at the lives of Booker 1. Washington and
‘redrick Douglas will show us that strong determin-
tion and earnestness were their leading characteris-
ics, and by carefully studying their lives we find that
hrough these elements their undertakings were accom-
lished. From our own experiences we kuow that
hen one has done his duty through his own efforts
ere is an experience of the greatest contentment and
hen countented people are not jealous of the success
others. Though there may naturally dwell a feel-
g of envy in the heart of every-one. If he is kept
sy and interested in profitable work, it will finally
sappear. ‘True happiness must necessarily result
m these qualities of earnestness and devotion to
e's work what ever calling in life may be. Happi-

thus acquired is the kind that enriches one's own
aracter, besides brighten the lives of those with
om he is associated.
So out from the depths of earuestuess springs seli-
iance in all its glory, it is so related to it, that it is
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almost impossible to obtain one without the other
The lesson we learn is, successful people are thos
who have the habit of depending on themselves an
because of this opinion of those around them. Whe
does a man become a hero? Is it when he has achiev
ed his victories by the help of others or won his dee
by thinking and doing for himseif? It has been sai
that God never intended that strong independant b
ings should be reared by clinging to others like ti
Ivy to the Oak for support; what is true of these is tn
of us. The more we recieve help from others tl
more we look for it, If the firm foundations whid
we build for ourselves at home and in the schoolroo

be developed and our own energy and zeal kept alil
we shall become useful members of society.

The Greek philosophers who held their pre.emi
ence in history for their sagacity and sayings we
self-confident; their success seemed alinost impossib}
until their reasoning power told them to go forwa

_ for the future would draw aside the veil and Jetint
glorious light of success as the rising sun shows forf
its briliancy from behind the horizon.

Lycurgus had two great objects in view when
undertook to reform the government of Sparta oq
the rest of Laconia and to pass Jaws by which t
civil and military constitutions of the commonwea!
were to be fixed on an equal basis: Second to prom




—
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the education of the Spartians and recoustruct the
rules of their daily intercourse and domestic life,
This classed him among the famous and honorable.

because he understood that every oune should have
some responsibility and that only work well done,

meant progress, Earnestness is in harmony with self-
reliance. They were the elements that help mounld the
winds of such writers as Francis Harper, Paul Dun-
bar, Brete Harte, Lowell, Shakesphere, and Whittier,
they had the power of seizing on some thought or oc-
curence and by a sudden turn presenting themselves
in perfect styles.’ |

We owe it to ourselves to cultivate as far as possi-

| ble the spirit of earnestness and self-reliance for on

these in a great degree depends our success in fife.
' By Miss ERNHSTING JRNKINS
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BIOGRAPHICAL, SKETCH OF
MR. RICHARD TAYLOR
Politician, Stern and Thrifty Business Man of

Cairo, [llinots.

[P

The subject of this sketch was born in Hi‘kman
County, Ky, in the year 1847.7 Befote beginning up-
on a long - busy life in Cairo, Illinois, he enlisted
with the U, S. heavy artillery, Co. C., in 1863 and
was honorably discharged ‘at Pine Bluff, Arkansas
three years later. He then began life in Cairo. His
congenial nature soon won for him mwany friends. He
entered politics and. was at once appointed deputy tax
assessor. Mr. Taylor enjoys the distinction of having
been the first colored wan to fill many important po-
litical positions in Alexander county. Illinois, among
which may be mentioned the following:- Two year,
turn key under ex-sheriff Hodge, served on police
force under Cap't N. B. Thistlewood. was mail carri]
er under Col. John Wood. During the sessions of the
Hlinois state legisiature in 1883-84, hr was special po-
lice, and four years later was again placed on the po-
lice force in Cairo. In the meantime he had been en-
gaged in the saloon business but gave it up. After-
wards he was elected alderman three cousecutive
terins, finally re-engaged in the saloon business which

he is now following with a remarkablg degree of suc;
ces,
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NEGRO IN THE WARS
ﬁPictureS That Live In Fkistory
FREEDOM AND NATIONAL INTEGRITY
WISDOM OFF THE “WAR AMENDMENTS.”

Au Eloquent and Scholarly
Memorial Dav Address.
BY
Hox. JouN P, GrEEN.

Mr. Commandant, Brethren of Fredrick Douglass
Post, G A, R., and Fellow-Citizens:
T'he great Fredrick Douglass once said: 1t will be
sad day for any people, when they no longer have
their midst any great men to whom they can look
r gnidance and example in the paths which lead to
ﬁ'aclicul success and moral glory,” So, 1 declare to
»u to-day, standing in the presence of our hallowed
pad who have gone before us: It will be a sad day
r any people when they no longer hallow the mem.
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ory of those to whose deeds of glory they can look for
inspiration and emulation in every sphere of manly
and patriotic activity,

Nor is this sentiment expressed by me in any sense
an original idea; for as far back as history, and even}
traditionary lore can carry us, we find that, in practicef
this truth was constantly kept before the masses off
the people. Iu Egypt, even Defore those sublime}
pyramids were raised to kiss the clouds, royalty and
the great heroes of thought and effort were not only
chemically embalimed, but, in story and in song, their
noble deeds were blazoned forth to the world and
handed down—in papyri and hieroglyphic inscrip.
tions. Nay, more: on their great fete and holy davy
the remains were brought forth and stood in suitable
places, where, while their noble deeds were being re
hearsed, they themselves were the cynosures of all'
eyes, k

In China the emulation of the worthy deeds of anx
cestors, by the precept and example of Confucius, ha
existed for many centuries.

In Greece the matchless muse of a Homer immor
talized the deeds of those who razed the Trojan capif
tal of Priam to the ground and sent the dauntlcsi
Aeneas in quest of an asylum for the homeless-penate’
and their worshippers; while the chisel of a Phidial
sculptured in living marble the classic features of he
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matchless sous, still to be secn, treasured up in the
Vatican of modern Rome aud the art centers of the
civilized world.

Similarly, in ancient Rome, incense  was burnt up-
on the altars erccted to her angust functionaricr—in
some instances even while they still strutted and frett-
fed upon this mortal stage of action; while in our own
Jheloved laud the names of the Pilgrim Fathers and
Jthe Revolutionaty Sires are ever hallowed and revered.

In the presence of such well-known historical facts
ittle necd is there of an apology on our part that we
Jare here to-day to rccall the times which preduced
ikhese giants, to laud their patiiotism and martial val-
r, and to search in the conditions of the present
Jpuspicious omens for the future.

I'he stage upon which our lieroes acted their part
ras as large as our whole land—the drama in which
#bey were conspicuously engaged was the saving of a
ation and the freeing of a people: they were inspited
y the love of liberty and patriotic ardor, while they
layed to the attentive andience composed of the whole
tvilized world.

1 ‘The times which molded and fashioned these he-
iJoic men were, in some 1espects unique: never before
ad such existed in this country, and let us pray Godl
.at they may never again afflict vs,

1; From the inception of our Government down to

\
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the beginning of the great Rebellion for the destructs
tion of the Union the moral forces of our land ha«lr
heen arrayed against that pestiferous evil, human sl
very not inaptly termed by one, “the sum of all wvil|
lainies™; by another, likened to the great Upas trec,
the touch of which is fatal to living forns; and also
that strange plant of the Antipodes, factitiously called
the “lawyer vine", which, entwining some proud trey
of the forest in its close embrace, finally swothers if
in its relentless folds, and then, proudly victorions
stands in its stead.
Those were the times when men of nerve, intellecy
aud moral courage were in demand; and when, in tit
anic struggle, quarter was neither asked nor granted
Their impact raised a sound which *Tore Hell’
concave, and heyond Frightened the reign of Chaug
and old night",
First and foremost among those who buckied of
his armor, in the beginning of the last century, wa
that earnest Quaker iad, Benjamin Lundy, with hi
“Genius of Universal Emancipation” newspaper, ami
his Union Humane Society, organized at Moun
P’leasant, Ohio.
During the third decade of the same century, wq
find Elijah P. Lovejoy toiling, contending and dying
in the cause of human liberty, in the State of Illinoig
Then along stalks old William Lloyd Garrison—
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speaking, publishing newspapers and generally con
tending for “Emancipation as the right of the slave
and the duty of the master; disclaiming all temporiz-
tag, all make shifts, all compromises; coudemning
colonization and evervthing else that involved or im-
plied affiliation or sympathy with slaveholders™. His
motto was, “Our Country Is the World; Our Country-
men Are all Mankind,”

Sometimes languishing, like the Apostles of Clirist,
t prison, amd again being hauled through the streets
with a rope around his neck, he “fought the goad
fight” and lived to sec the consnmmation of his dear.
est hope. .

A tall and stately man of sombre hue shies his
vastor into the arena, and fresh from the bosom of the
hated antagonist, his knowledge and his recent
sufferings juspire in him a wortal hatred, and arm
him for the fray. Do vou ask his name? It is that
stalwart veteran who, never wearying of the strife
even after the Proclamation had been issued, girded
himself for that new and wellnigh interminable
struggle for equal rights in the spirit of the law, It is
he who, at the close of a long, eventful and useful
life, received the conqueror’ crown. It is that earnest,
stately, patriot-philosopher—Fredrick Douglass!

Towering above the rabble who despise ana deride
him, another form, censpicuous ifor its gearing and

3 - N :
T bt
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commanding in his speech, confronts us—one to
whom high birth, richs and the learning of all
the schools are as nothiug uunless they can be made
to serve the cause of humanity. In the arena of or-
atory forensic art, where the silver tongue, honeyed
accents and stern logic sway the masses, he rules
without a peer; and in earnest metaphor well may he
exclaim: “Before my body I throw my warlike shield:
lay on Macduff, And damn'd be he that frst cries
‘Hold, enough!” ™

Wendell Phillips, if you please, whose memory is
in perennial bloom, and ever shall be as long as know-
ledge, liberty and truth remain immortal.

Theu, in the midst of a countless throng, conspi-
cuous by that martyr's crown which adorns his brow,
¢ Old John Brown"” come marching on. He the stal-
wart preacher of Liberty, Justice and Right—a man
who died for his canse—comes marching on! I the
forefront of the fray, giving aund receiving blows in
behalf of his cause, he is stricken down; and after-
ward, like his Saviour whom he loved, he was huny
to a tree; but, “His soul goes marching on.”

But who cau call this roll of honor, or mnare thin
casually glance at the wonder{ul list of heroces, each
of whom has gone, or in God's good time will go 1o
wear a victor’s crown?  Suffice it to say that, in the
face of obloquy and scorn, social ostracism, legal pe:d
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sccution and physical violence, they succeeded in
arousing the attention of the fair-minded people of
this and other countries to the great iniquity, and in
promoting a sentiment which may be likened to By-
ron’s description of a popular tumult. At first it
grumbles, then it swears, and then, Like David, flings
smooth pebbles against a giant; At last it takes to
weapons, such as men snatch when despair makes hu-
man hearts pliant; then comes the tug of war!”

The foundatious of the accursed ipstitution were
shaken and it toppled from its proud pedestal, to rise
no more.

Does the foregoing inspire the thought that, like
nother Jericho, these ramparts fell at the winding of
ram’s horn? Perish the thought, in the presence of
hese hallowed graves, and these our living vetrauns
‘Frho bear the visible tokeus of strife and sufferiug in
he holy cause!
‘} It was no innovation in the martial experiences of
e people of this country to enlist colored soldiers to
ght for its cause, beneath the Stars and Stripes; for,
ot only during the Revolutionary War but also at
ew Orleans during the War of 1812, colored men
d sealed with their blood their patriotism, love and
votion for this their native land. However, since
ose days, the country had prospered so greatly and
e slave power had gained such ascendency, not ouly
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in the law-making body of the nation, but even in
the hearts and minds of the average politician, that,
when colored men songht to enlist they met not only
with refusal, but, in one instance, a stern rebuff. “T'hi-
is a white man's war,’ said the late Governor David
Tod, of Ohio, to a committee of colored men wha
sought his friendly ofiices toward the enlistment of
colored troops during the early stages of the war,

“‘and white men are going to fight its battles!" With
clearer vision, however, did that matchless ¢Path-

finder,”’ General John C. Fremont, commanding the
Army of the West, in August, 1861; aud that other
grizzled patriot, General David Hunter, commanding
the Army of the Soath, in May, 1852, see the sign ot
the times; and had their orders been l2ft to have full
sway who can say that the bloody and wasteful War
of the Rebellion would not have successfully termin-j
ated years before it did? ‘
It is not within the scope of this address, however,
or befitting this orcasion, to relate in detail all the
struggles and disappointments which were experience ‘IJ
before the ranks of the Union Army opened for thd
receptions of their “brothers in black.”
" Let it suffice to say that, with the great Proclam.
tion of Emancipation, opposition ceased; and fron
that time down to the present day Lolmed men hav
coutinued to wear and honor that blue which is know
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and respected wherever civilization has made its i.a-
press
The total number of Negro soldiers furnished by
the States aud Territories during the Rebellion, as
stated by the late George W, Williams, in his “Negpro
Troops in the Rebellion,” was 178,975; of course, this
has no reference to many thousands of colored men
who served in the army as teamsters, laborers and ser-
vants in many others capacities.
Nor must we forget that, at the time when mauy
of these troops were ¢nlisted, they were offered as
ccmpensation for their services the meager sum of $11
per montl; while the white soldiers wete recetving
$13 for the same services. In addition to the fure-
going, it is worthy of mention that these troops were
(nlisted in the face of the fact that the Conicderate
fGovernment had proclaiwed (Proclamation of Jeffer-
son Davis, December 23, 1862) that no guarter would
i e given to Negroes captuted with arms intheir hands.
1 'The Fart Pillow Massacre will go down in history
i s one of the mo:st cruel and heaitless butcheries on
ccord; when with the “‘rebel yell” of **No quarter!”
Pajor N. B Forest, at the head of a division of rebel
avalry, attacked and unmercifully butchered five
iundred and fifty-seven colored troops, under the cow-
1and of Majur L. F. Booth, of the Union Army after
hey had surrendered.
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‘The historian tells us; “As rapidly as the men su:-
rendered they were murdered; avd the Negroes, be
lieving that no merey would be shown thew, rushed
at top speed down the blaffs to the river. The enemy
pursued, and shot them down as soon as overtakern.
Many of the wonnded, to escape brutal treatwent
frigned deathy but they were revived by cruel kick
and blows, compelled to rise to their knees and ther
shot™, Tt was not long, however, bifore the cunem
were given to understand, by a threatened reciproci
policy on the part of the Government of the Uaite
States, aud by the bravery of the colored troops 1
action, that the tules of modern warfare could nol
thus be set at defiance without incurring a  terribl
retaliation on the part of those who were guilty
the deeds; and the practice was discontinued.

At the Battle of Fort \Wagner, the Fifty-fourt
Massachusetts regiment of infantey, led by that chi
valiic and indomitable scion of one of Massachusetty
most refined and cultured white families made
charge-on the fort, and to some extent even withil
the fort, which would have honored the Greeks .
Marathon or the English at Balaklava

In the language of the same histerian:  The col
umn advanced guickly to the perilous work. TI
ramparts of Wagner flashel with sinall arms, and a
the large shotted guns roared with defiance

~
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“Sumter and Cummings Point delivered a destruct-
ive cross-fire, while the howitzers in the bastions rak-
ed the diteh; Lut the gallant Negro regimeunt swept
across it and gained the parapet. Here the flag of
this regiment was planted; here Geuneral Strong f2il
mortally weunded, and here the brave, the beantiful
ud heroic Colonel Shaw was saluted by death and
kissed by immoralitv.  The contest endared for about.
u hour, when the regiment, shattered and torn, with
warly all of its officers dead or woundad. was with-
frawn, under the commaud of Captain Lenis. F. -
jio."

Another battle which opened the eyes of the civi-
ized world to the fact that the Negro troops were foe-
uen worthy the steel of the most gallant troops on
arth, was that of Olustee, in the ¢verglades of Flori-
a, fought on the 20th of February 1794, between
Khe Eighth Usited States Colored Troops. the First
orth Carolina and the Fifty fourth Massachusetts
olored Volunteers, We are told that “Although the
attle of Olustee was not a victory, vet it furnished an
portunity for martial valor of the highest order, and
¢ opportunity was fully appreciated aud embraced
v all the troops; but by none more than the gallant
egro reghments, At the battle of Fort Fisher, near
‘ilmington, N. C., the colored troops fought with
psperation begotten of an iutelligent appreciation of

—
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the ¢wise which they were serving; and, in some in-
stances, were found heaped in piles where they had
died rather than fail.

At New Market Heights, which was a strategic
point of great value, the colored troops fought with
such valor and desperation that they furnished to the
late General Benjamin F. Butler the inspiration for a
panegviic on the services and wvalue of the colored
treops, when in after years lie was championing the
cause of the Negro upon the floor of the National
House of Representatives. Here is, in brief, what he
said: .

“1 went mvself with the colored troops to attack
the enemy at New Market Heights which was the
key to the enemy’s flank on the vorth side of James
River. ‘That work was a redoubt built on the top of
a hill of some considerable elevation, then runminy
down into a marsh; in that marsh was a brook; then
rising again to a plain which gently rolled away to-
ward the river. On that plain, when the flash of dawn
was breaking, I placed a column of three thousaad
colored troops, in close column by divisions, right inf
front, with guns at right shoulder shift. 1 said,
*That work must be taken by the weight of your
column; no shot must be fired, and to prevent theig
firing 1 had the caps taken fromn the nipples of theirL
guns. then I said, ‘Your cry wheu you charge wil
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be', “Remember Fort Pillow!” and as the sun rose up
in the heavens the order was given, ‘Forward!" and
they marched forward «tedily, as if on parade, went
down the hill, across the marsh, and as they got in it
they came within range of the enemy’s fre which
vigorously opened upon them. The axe men ran to
ﬁthe front to cut away the heavy obstructions of defense-
while oune theusand men of the enemy, with their ar-
tillery concentrated, poured from the redoubt a heavy
fire upon the head of the column, hardly wider than
the clerk’'s desk. The axmen went down under that
murderous fire; other strong hands grasped the axes
in their stead, and the abatis is cut away. It became
my painful duty, Sir, to follow in the track of that
charging columnn; and there iu a space not wider than
the clerk’s desk and three hundred yards long, lay
he dead bdies of five hundred and forty-three of my
Jored comrades, slain in defeuse of their country—
ho had lain down their lives to uphold its Flag and
ts honor, as a willing sacrifice. '
At the battle of ‘‘Milliken’s Bend,” a strong point
n the Mississippi River, the colored troops aud the
onfederate veterans engaged in a desperate hand to
and conflict in which the bayonet was freely used.
he use of the bayonet is said to be the severest test
f martial valor; and yet they passed through the fatal
rdeal with the unflinching nerve of veterans. The
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engagement lasted from 3 a m until 12 m., duriny
which time the Negro troops covered themselves with
glory.

Amoung others of the hundreds of battles which the
brave Negro soldiers engaged in may be mentioned
the battles of Nashville and Port Hudson in the West
and Five Forks and those before Petetsburg in the
East, where thevy wronght prodigics of valor, and
won for their whole race a place of respect and grati-
tude in the hearts of all patriotic Awericans,

“They fought like brave men, long and well
They piled the ground with rebel slamn

They conquored but their comrades fell
Bleeding at everv vein.”

“To what purpose.”” am I asked, “did those brave
men vield up their lives a willing sacrifice upon the
altar of their country? To what purpore did the:.
whose precious graves surround ns contend 1n anmJ
and suffer? And why, O why, do you who remain,
like the lifeless form of another Anchises’ siph nn«l!
groan in the midst of the life and bustle of this twend
tieth century? It was that the great Republic mighty
live, not only to become a “world power,” but, In
the grace of God, to help to bear the burden of thg
weak—to carry the blessings of our Christian civils
zation to the poor of this earth, and to prove that, i:
truth and in fact, as well as in poetry,
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“Oue toueh of merey makes the whuole world kin”

They fought to free the slaves, and, by so doing,
to restore to this great American people, the white-
winged dove of peace; that people which, like sleep,
we may say, it

“Kuits up the ravelled sleeve of care;
‘hahn of hurt minds,

Great nature’s sceond course;

Chicf nourisher io life’s feast.”

That peace which gives loose rein to the forces of
production and all the arts which flow from  our mar-
vellous systenis of education and  practically applied
science.  They fought, morcover, that the poor white
people of the South might be reseued from  that de-
basing thraldom which the slave power had  imposed
on them; and that honest labor might be enthroned
on its prowd pedestal, from  which ignorance and a
heartle-s slave caste had thrown it

Finally, they
fought that a precedent might no: be established for
lividing the territory which coustitutes our glorious
Joion into a nutwber of small independant States,
ach one contending for supremacy, no one com-
nanding world-wide respeet, and every one drained
f its substance (needed for iutermil development,) in
rder that a number of standing armies might be sus-
ained for mutal protection.

Yes; and the great Awerican people were grateful
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as shown by the Amendments to our National Con
stitution, and the Civil Rights law which they enact
vd, but which our Supreme court decided to be uy
constitutional and void,
By the X1II Amendment, they abolishied slaves
forever from all the territory of these Amernican Statc
and Territories; by the XV Amendment, they confin
the native Ametican in his citizen<hip and all Y
rights pertaining thereto, and by the XTIV Amendmen
they conferred on him the elective franchise,
1 am aware that it is fashionable newadays in son
quarters, and on the part of some biased minds, |
inveigh against the actions of the fathers of *G0-]
for many things done by them: and which, from the
point of view, scemed wise and discreet  Especiallv
this ttue when refernring to the XV Amendment |
virture of which the right of sufferage was made w
versal in this countr.; and raised all the fieedme:
the status of full-fledged electors.  Nay, their coudi
is even viewed in the hight of a crime; and in 1t
same breath some attempt not only by innuendo, 17
even by open avowal, to decry and belittle the hen
services of our veteran soldiers. To a'l such we b
but one answer:  The fathers who sought to b
the bleeding wounds which the long war had m.
and *‘reconstruct” the Union along the lines of ¢
stitutional law and order were in quegg, not morg
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nen of brain than wen of heart.  They stood second
o none, perhaps, in their appreciation of moral and
Pducational forces as factors 1n the great work which
they had in hand; but the conflict was too recent, and
he dangers avoided too real, for them to lose sight of
he fact that, when “brainy’ meun, some of whom had
been educated by the Government, and had even tak-
n oath to support the Coustitution, sought to destroy
e Uuion, there were nearly two huundred thousand
f the ignorant, uneducated Negroes who came to the
ont and aided,, with their true hearts and strong
rins, in shielding and protecting it.  They believed
hat at a time when a majority of the adult males of
e South were disfranchised, by reason of the part
hich they had taken against the Union, they could
ust the native, patriotic Negroes who had shot
ght to vote right. And had thosec whites in the
puthland to whoimn the boon of sufferage remained
Jown a dispo:ition to fall in with the logic of events,
cept the results of the war, and co-operate with the
overmment and their former slaves in bringing about
condition of peace, amity and prosperity, the
untry would have Leen saved the carnival of vice
d rapacity in the South which, in some instances,
gusted the whole nation and ultimately relegated
Negro voter there to a masterly inactivity.”
n view of the progress inade in Mississippi, Louisi-
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and even rescind those amendments 1s a questio
which will scarcely admit of debate.

In fact there is no effort put forth on the part of sown
of the leaders of popular thought and effort in th
section to conceal the fact that the Negro voter is, t§l
them, persona non grata, and ought to be and will
suppressed—by mild merns, if practicable; by hars
means, if necessary., Indeed, it is no secret amon
the politicians of the South that in the adjustment
every question of general economic import, wheth
of tariff, inance or expansion, all must quail befo
that paramount issue of the suppression of the Neg
politically.

In a current number of the Atlanta Coustitutio
issued during the last fall, the following quotati
was found in one of its editorials: “Not until the N
gro has been completely eliminated as an issue c
there be any serious division among the white peop
of the South? With that question out of the wa
the Democratic party will welcome the open fiek
which it will give upon which to fight the battle ¢
party policies, and be content to stand or fall upd
the popular verdict.”

Will they ultimately succeed in rendering nugato;
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his great boon which you and your dead comrades
truggled and suffered for? Will the wheels of progress
e reversed and the car of liberty glide backward?
WVill one generation sce the noble deeds of the patii-
ts of '60-'70 become abortive, and the Freedmen of
he South reduced to a condition of serfdom more pit-
ble, iu some respects, than that estate of slavery
om which God and the stern logic of war rescued
ifhem? or can we, in this hazy atmosphere, with pro-
hetic vision, see those ‘‘envious streaks which do
ce the serving clouds in yonder east?"
14 While we cau never forget that *God and one is a
fajoritv.” and that, often,
“*The clouds which we so much dread,

i Are big with mercy and will break,
4 In blessings on our head,”
et, we mpst never forget that, as with you and your
mrades, the battle rests not more perhaps in the
stice of our cause than in our stalwart rectitude, in
{4ur ability to enlist in our behalf the sympathy and

tive support of those who by word and deed are
pjualified to aid us.
a] The cause of the Negro slave was the cause of hu-
ehanity—of liberty; it was the cause of the Republic;
» ¢t upon the correct solution of that problem rested
p(fne future weal of the Union; and it would have been
ught to a definite conclusion regardiess of the mer-

-~
-
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its or demerits of the unhappy victims of the hatefu!
institution; but now as it has been wiped out of ex
istance and the question of slavery expansion, with ity
attending evils, once and for all time settled, the ouly
sure and successful appeal which we can make to the
dominant class in this country in our behalt must be
predicated on the immutable principles of justice anl
merit; otherwise all our appeals for sympathy an
support will but fall upon deaf ears. Our course to
ward success and consideration in this wmnlcrl’ui
country now lies, methinks, along the paths of indus
try , thrift, education, morality and usefulness. Witl
these noble characteristics pertaining to us asa  peod
ple, we are sure to bring to our support. in every
sphere of life, that noble army of white men and wH-
men who are ever on the alert to reward tlte worthy
and punish the unworthy. These people or theiv an:
cestors were with us during the ol'l anti slavery con-
test; and, for the sake of Frecedom, co-.opwrated with
the Republican party, during its whole heroic wo:k,
in that behalf.  Siuce the dawn of emaucipation they
have been giving of their wealth, of their sons and
daughters, for the education and advancement of om
children, and, rely upon it, if we but prove worthy of
the efforts—if we do not betray the trust which thev
have placed in us—there is no question of economics
or political polity which can swerve themm from what




Hon. 1. F. Brabriy,
1 - Of Kansas City, Kansas

Mr. Bradley is a Missourian by birth bat a Kansan
by adoption, having resided in Kansas City, Kansas,
‘Jfor many years.  He is 2 brilliant lawyer, having ob-
"fraincd his legal education at the Kansas State Uni-
frersity at Lawrence. From a justice of the peace,
1fhe raised to his present position as first assistant States
fjattorney by virture of predominent will power and per-
Preverance.  Is president of the board of duectors of
Douglass Hospital and Training School for nurses,
jwhich was organized and is maintained by colored
'[.peop!e alone.
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uey consider to be their duty to the Negro race inits
resent dependent condition in the United States.
“xcepting the right to cast one ballot and have it
1ouestly counted for the election of those upon whom
evolves the legislative, judical and executive funct-
ons of our national and State Governments, there is
o funclion so dear to the colored American as that of
itting on juries and passing upon the innocence or
uilt of members of his own race, at least; and upon
ases involving property iuterests in which heis a
arty to the suit, Yet, it must be confessed that, in
ie Southeru States, this privilege—nay, right-which
ave been safeguarded to the Kaglish-speaking peo-
le and their descendants from the granting of Mag-
a Charta down to the preseut day, is ‘‘more hounor-
i in the breach than the observance” of it, and we
ave before us the anomalous couditions of ten mill-
pus of citizens of the United States, free men (in theo-
, at least), deprived substantially—practically, of
he right of beiug tried, even in part, by a jury of
jeir social peers.

| In ninety-nine cases out of a hundred; in cases
{here the life, iiberty and happiness of Negro citizeus
| the United States are concerned, they are tried be-
te a jury cousisting of a white judge, a white jury
d a white prosccutor; and in the South it is noton-
sly true that the two races never meet ou terms of
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“token of birth, service and patriotic love of country

“mental law.  On. this, our native soil, thrice waterd

FOR THE AMERICAN NEGRO

social recognition, and they are politically at varianc
with each other. Until this defect and gross injnst
ice 10 the administration of the laws of the land
radically chanped, the colored American can in
sensz he termed a free maun, according to the Anglc
Saxon accepation of the term.

‘However, let us not be discouraged; for, by ever

we are citizens of this proud country, and entitled 4
shatre in all the blessings which flow from its fund

by our blood, and Lonored by our dauntless couray
and sufferings in Cuba and the Philippines, we staqg
errect; through the Providence of God we are her
by His help we propose to remain here, where in t})
future as in the past we will acquit ours:lves like me
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HON. L. K. ATWOOD, S, G. M.
.awyer, Scholar, Ex-Representative, Teacher and

. Leader of Societies,

I.. K. Atwood of Jacksou, Miss,, bepan lis life
¢c. 15th 1850, in Wilcox county, Alabama  Short-
- after his birth his pareats moved to Ripley, Olio,
1l later settled at Lodie, Illinois. He attended the
blic schools until 1866 when he entered Iberia col-
ze, of Northern Ohio, and later attended Avery col-
rey Allegheny, Pa, finally graduating from Lincoln
niversity, Pennsylvania in 1874, He at once locat-
in Hinds county, Miss, aud followed teaching
ool by day and reading law at night until he was
mitted to the bar.

Threc years later, 1879, he was elected to the state
rislature aud occupied that exhaulted position two
‘ms, during which time he secured liberal ap-
ppriations from the state for the Alcorn A, and M.
llege. In additiou to the above Mr. Atwood was a
egate to the Republican National Convention that
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nominated Harrison, and was deputy United States [E
Internal Revenue Collector in Louisiana.

As an organizer and promoter of beneficial secret
societies Mr. Atwood stands without a peer, and isf
prominently connected with several of the best known
lodges in America. - His favorite motto is that “color §
18 no bar to greatness in the United States, if brain,
tact, nerve, character and patient ‘efforts are made a§
prominent element in our every day life.
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DR. WM TECUMSEH VERNON, A. M. D. D
©Of Quindaro, Kansas, President of the Western
University. Orator, Philosopher and

Philanthropist.

Rev. William Tecumsz=h Vernon, A. M., D. D.,
the subject of this sketch is at present the President
of Western University, Quindaro, Kaunsas,

He was born in Lebanon, Mo., the son of former
slave parent Adam and Margaret, on July 11th
1871. At an early age he entered the publicschools of
liis native city and at the age of fifteen was prepared.
- to enter Lincoln In<titute Jefferson City, Mo.

He graduated with class honors on June 13th 1890,
teceiving a gold medal for scholarship and being
choscen class orator.  His school days as is common
to most Negro youths were ones of struggle; but the
same perseverance which has raised him to a place of
honor made him succeed in the pursuit of an educa-
tion.

" He began as a public school teacher ia the state of

Missouri and in a few years had gained an enviable
lace in the educational world.

At the age of thenty-one he was elected principle

the public scheel in his native town and here was

ki
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active as a teacher, a leader in the church and in pub-
lic affairs. His oratorical ability in college had mads]
him a marked character in college life, and in th:
world at large he was becoming a factor aud a leade
as a public speaker and advocate of the common peo
ple.

The attention of the African Methodist Episcopa
church leaders was attracted toward him and after
counrse of lectures at Wilberforce University, he wa
elected Principal of the then struggling school W. U.
Quindaro, Kansasin 1896. The institution was then i
Embryo having only two. teachers and inadequat
buildings with only a dozen pupils. .

. He set to work at once to build up into a positio
of standing and a condition of merit.aud worth thij
plant. For years, efforts had been made to secure a
propriations and donations from the -state of Kansa
Early in .the fall campaign of 1898, Mr. Verno
.went to work and so impressed the leading men
the state that he was offered a position of promir
ence véry remunerative in character. , This he decli
ed prefering to use his influence to secure financi
aid for the school. Following a favorable recon
‘mendation to the legislature by Gov. W. E. Stanlé
of Kansas, hie wrote the bill creating the State Indu
. ‘trial School in connsction with Western Universit
/The first appropriation of ten thpusaud dollars w
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thus sccired for the school.

New departinents were established, new buildings
projected and in two subsequent legislatures the sums
of tweuty thousand, and tweunty-two thousand and fit-
ty two dollars have beeu given for the furtherance of
this work. The iuostitution now has a faculty of
twelve college bred and industrially trained teachers
with spacious buildings and a large euroliment from
all over the West, The President is now entering
upon his eighth year of service and this prosperious
school has Theological, Classical, Musical and Indus-
trial departments with Literary courses similar to
that of other colleges and industrial courses in car-
pentry and architecture, Prinmting and bookbinding,
Business course and Stenography, Dress making and
Needle work, Tailoring and Farming, Cooking and
laundering.

Mr. Vernon as an orator has made a natiounal repu-
tation. Press clippings and testimonials from both
races attest this fact. From leading papers aud indi-
viduals we clip the following:- “Vernon is peer of any

rator in the state white or black.”

Hon. Tom McNeal in Mail and Breeze, Topeka,
(ausas. After an address before the legislature of Kan-
sas this editorial was written by Hon, Lee McGill, a
eading white editor of Kansas, “Black as he was
jod’s seal stamped upon him, which no effort of mau
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could <flace, bespeaking the Ethiopian proper, he
made the best spzech I have listened to during the
entire session. It was couched in language without
a flaw. He never hesitated for a word, never failed
to express himself as he desired to be understood, He
was unselfish, noble and manly.”

United State Senator J. R. Burton in aspeecl in the
United State Senate on May 27th, 1902, said of him]
“Rev. W. T. Vernon, one of the ablest orators I eve
heard, a man of commanding ability, is building ai
institution for the purpose of educating the Negro
educating him in the useful arts, and that great phil
osopher, orator and philanthropist is teiling his peo
ple to get houses and get property. He has not
drop of Anglo-Saxon blood in his body. His skin i
black, but his heart is white. He is doing a ver
great work. He has the sympathy and he is gettin
help from the white man.”

He has spoken in all parts of the country with suc
celebrities as the Governors of Missouri and Kansa
and the Congressinen and Seunators of Kansas th
leading Educators of the Mississippi Valley; and th
denominational leaders of the race.

At the last General Conference of the A. M, E
church held at Columbus, Ohio, he made the speec
of the session.

President Vernon has been an editor and for som
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vears edited the Western Christian Recorder. His
more onerous duties made it necessary for hlm to re-
sign this position to do his other work.
Besides being a ‘T'rustee of the Institution over which
he presides, he is also a Trustee of Wilberforce Uni-
versity and a member of the General Fducational
Board of the A. M. L. church having control of alj
§ schools of that deuomination

The degree of master of arts has been conferred up-
on Mr, Vernon by his Alma mater and Wilberforce
University has honored him with the Degree of Doc-

tor of Divinity.
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MR. HAYWOOD CHAMBLISS, OF
MOUNDS, ILLINOIS.

Mr. Havwood Chamblsis of Mounds, 1llinois, was
born at Huntington, Tenn., thirty.four years ago. A«
& business man, he has met with rare SUCCESS, uwmn by
and (mernhnn a lnfoe grocery and dry mmdq store
with a stock worth at least $3,000. Mr. Chambliss
owns four other houses and lots in Mounds besides

his store building shown on page 75, and is estimated
s e mn"‘\ a7 nﬂ“
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RIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF
MR. A. C. CAIN, OF

Jackson, Teun.

Mr. A. C. Cain, of Jackson, Teunessee, whose like-
ess 1s shown on page 39,is an excellent example of
the progressive colored American. He was born at |
awrence countv, Miss , fifty-eight vears ago, and at
u early age began to shift for himself. Iew men
1ave been more successful than has our subject, who
s absolute owner of a fine four story brick buisness
lock on the corner of Lafayette and Market streets,
ackson, Teunn , besides eight dwelling houses from
hich he receives an annual rental of more than
1,000. In addition to the above holdings Mr. Caiu
wns large interests in the Street Electric Railway,
wo National Banks, the Home Building and - Loan,
Cemetery Co., and in the Royal Street Park Co.
Mr. Cain accumulated about $30, 000, within the
st 20 year by safe investments and economic living,
nd all within the city of Jackson, Tennessee.
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF
M. W. ALEXANDER

Of Carbondale, Illincis.

“Mr. M. W Alexander of Carbondale, IIl., whosd
likeness is fourd on page 23, is truly one of thg
most successful businzss men in southern Hlinois. HY
was boru forty years ago in Red River county, Texas
In the person of Mr. Alexander is found a forcible ex{
ample of what a man without an education and mean;

caun do if be propetly apply himself to things withir
his reach.

Reared on a Missouri farm, later going to Capg
Girardeau, Mo, where he soon learned to read aud
write by strenuous efforts. He started a barbershog
without any previous experience in the business ang
rapidly pushed his way to the iront from a busines
standpoint and in Chicago in 1885, became master o
the tounsorial profession. Iu securing an elegant si
1oom brick school building for the colored childre
and in inavgurating a move which culminated in t
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‘vuildiug of a large Masonic Temple at C ape Girar-
deau prove him to be a man of progressive ideas, On
October, 7th 1889 he was narried 1o Miss Francis
Jenkins of Cairo, I1)., who has since deceased, after
which Mr. Alexander moved to Carbondale. il and
138 engaged in the mercantiie busiuess, owning and
operating a grocerv and notion store, in connectinn
with a barber shop.

He enjoys the distinction of betug the first colored
‘uan to be elected a member of the board of education
which position he occupied three years.

In 1896 he composed and published one of the
zraudest campaign songs on record. entitled. - Lats
tle Vote for McKinley Will Make It l\'th 'l‘hc
Uresident wrote him a fine complimentary letter te-
garding the song, and it was reparded by Mr. Chas.
K. Harris, of Milwaukee, and others as a splendid
viece of work.
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BIOGRAPHICAIL, SKETCH OF
MR. GREENE LYPE
Of Cairo Illinois.

The subject of this sketch was born in West Te

nessee 43 years ago. In early manhood he moved
"Cairo, 111., and engaged in the grocery business, car§
rying a $2 000. stock.

He was appointed on the police force in which ¢
pacity he served five years, and he may justly boa
of making the best record of any police officer th|
city ever had. For three consecutive terms he w
elected county constable which position he now fill
He invested his earningsin a fine 100 acre farm, whick
is valued at $5,000. including improvements. M
Lype contributes his success to economical living an
attending strictly to his own business.
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RIOGRAPHY OF
REV. JAMES E. HUDSON. A. M,

S )

Rev. James K. Hudson, whose likeness is showa
above, was born 41 years ago in Carroll county, Miss.
He began life on a farm and attended school in his
neighborhood until he was permitted to teach, which
work he followed for several years finally taking a
higher course of study. Later he entered the minis-
try and has been a successful pastor of many of the
argest Baptist churches in Mississippi and is modet-
tor of the Oxford Association of the northern part of
he state. [n addition to this Mr. Hudson is Grand
rganizer of the Knights of Agriculture of Washing-
on, D. C., leader of the U. B. of F. and S. M. T of
is state and was for seven years secretary of the same,
e has a desirable home valued at $1,600, is a devot-
husband and father, now residing at Batesville,
ississippi.

Along with the exacting duties of a faithful wminis-
of the gospel, he has written and published a ueat
pok on ‘‘Sermnons and Subject Analysis.”
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DRSS, b, REDMOND, M D, A B
A Distinguished Phvsician Of

Jackson, Mississippi

The subject of this sketeh was born Ot 11eh, 1871
at Ebenczer Miss,, of very poor and humble pareay
age.  Attended the httle town school until twelvd
vears old at which age he then persnaded his wothe

. then a widow, to sell out and move to Holly Spriug.
Miss., where the other children of the family and hng
self could have better advantages for attending scho |
This was done and there lie attended school workin
at intervals to support his mother, three sisters an
two vounger brothers until hie Gnished a classical co
tege course with the degree of AL B Two of his si
ters also finished with this degree and therefore haw
the distinction of being the only colored family :
Mississippi in which three of its members are Bach
lots of arts, He then taught a while and begau tl
study of wedicine graduating from the Illinois Med
cal College of Chicago in 1807. Began. the practi
at Jackson Mississippi. Have done a great deal of s
gery for the railroads and in other cases, have serv
as expert witness more thaun a score of times and ha
accumulated forty thousand dollars.
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THE SOUTHERN PROBLEM
AND PREJUDICE TO NEGRO
. Education

By Rev. C. C. Phillips, of Golconda, Ithnots.

Perhaps it will not be a miss to begin this atticle
with an extract {rom a speech made by Governor
Vardaman «f Mississippi, who made a crusade
through the north iu opposition to Negro education,

So long as wmen of this type succeed in getting ta
be the first man of a. state or natior, they will be
talked about, wrote abount, read about aund perhaps
dreamed about: There is an old -proverh that says:.
' “There is no devil so bad as an encmy in power,!’
perhaps there is none that feel the force of this adage
more keenly than the Negroes in Mississippi and
other southern states where they have been disfran.
chised aud even dared (o declare that education s
criminal to the Negro;. Here is what the. Governor..
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of Mississippi says with teference to the Negro voting §
1 am opposed to the niggers voting, it matters not §
what his advertised moral and mental qualificatione
may be, I am just as much opposed to Booker Wash
iogton, with all his Ang'o-Saxon reinforcement, vot §
ing, as I am the cocoanut-headed chocolate colored g
typical little coon Andy Dotson who blacks my shoes §
every morning. Nceither one is fit to perform the §
supreme functions of citizenship.” One of our great
men have said ““The very best resuits comes from §
peod thinking. He who thinks on things that aie §
houest, pure, true and goold, will live the best:  The §
life a man lives will generally reveal the thoughts ot §
his mind. It is not an easy matter totell just how the
jovernor of Mississippi has lived, Or whither or not §
the extract is a true description of his mind, ‘‘and
general make up” or the mind and ‘*‘make up’’ of
those that elected him to the highest office of the§
state of Mississippi, (Governor ).

It is a matter of very small moment whither the
words are a part of himself or these that elected him,
1t is bad enongh either way: Since this distinguished
Gentlemam with his very strange ability conducted
his campaign upon the platform of ceasing to educate
the Negro. It has not bren a great while ago since he
vetoed 3 bill carrying an appropriation for Negro
schools; The distinguished southerner says: ‘'A smart
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nigger is a bad wvigger.” “Lducation makes him
criminal.”  If this is true, that education does make
criminals of Negroes, it necessarily follows that be-
fore the Governor shows favor to a criminal, he must
first consider whither or not hie can do it withoat lo.s
of character, sccond, without breach of law, thitd,
without enconragement of crime, fourth without in-
fringement or compromise of governuent.

But there is a vast difference between a ctiminal
and aun educated gentleman, or lady; and if education
makes the Negro criminal it mast also follow: that it

It A N
mnst have the scame eoffect unon the white o8 . S
MUst Rave e same  eliect upoir e winiies, P~

Candler, a distingunished southerner says of Gov
Vardaman of Mississippi:-

Y41t is true that the governor of Mississippi wade a
canvass along the line and took the position that the
education of the Negro did no goed, but that the
more he was educated the more criminai he became,’
and, “Oh he is opposed to the higher or college cdu-

cation of the Negro,” the distinguished gentleman
further says: “If he is a Negro regardless to his abil-

iy he looks sust like An.lv Dotson the neora “that

ly, € 00KsS i And nsont the negro “that
blacks the governor's shoes every morning.” Mr.
Spright of the lovable state of Mississippi indulges
in the same sort of venowm, and says: “We have enough
of this prejudice, if you wish to call it so, to forever
debar the Negro from active participation in our
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state governments, to exclude him from our diniuy
rooms, except as a waiter, and to shut the door tight
aud fast to any approach to social equality".

It is not only the doors of the dining rooms, thu
are slame:l tightly at his heels, but the doors of the
courts where he is supposed to get justice is shut i
his face: And it is not alone in the southeru states
that the Negro is unfairly treated in the enforcemeunt
of law: But we can say of our own knowledge, aul
from an experimental standpoint that in some of the
northern state courts aud juries are often the eunemies
of the Negro.  And they ‘‘stand pat” to exaggerate
magnify his faults and ignore his virtures. In this
connection we will quote an extract from the speech
of Booker T, Washington, as was gunoted by Hon.
Kdward D. E. V. Morrell of Pennsylvania, in the
House of Representatives, April 4th, 1904. As against
a distinguished gentleman from Georgia (Bartlett)
Vardaman and other southerners, with Reference to
Negro education and disfranchisement: “On Feb.12th
at a meeting in New York, the question of Negro in|
dustrial education and its bearing on the race problem
was discussed, Andrew Carnigie presided, President
Klliot of Harvard was among the speakers. Ex Presi
dent Grover Cleveland seat a letter in which he said:
I am so completely convinced of the importauce of
this cause, as it is related to the solution of the prob-
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lem no patriotic citizen should forget that I look up-
on every attempt to stimulate popular mtexest and
dCllVlt\- i its behialf as duty of citizenship."  Booker
. Washington, whom tle gentluman from Georgia
would disfianchise because of his color, was the lead-
ing speaker of 1this convocation of great wmen. I quote

from his speech a few paragraphs which were not but

might have been spoken in reply to the gentleman
from Georgia:- After making carcful inquiry 1 can

wot find a half-dozen cases of a man or woman who
has completed a full course of education in any of our
reputable iustitutions like Hampton, Tuskegee, I*hk

or Atlanta, who are imprisoned. 7The record of the
south show that 90 per cent of the colored people im-

‘prisoned are without knowledge of trades and 61 per

cent are illiterate, but it has been said the Negro
proves economically valueless in proportion as he is
educated. ILet us see; All will agree that the Negro
in Virginia for example, began life forty years ago in
complete poverty, scarcely owuning clothing or a days

food. The report of the state auditor show the \1&-

gro to-day owns at least one twenty-sixth of the real-
estate in the commonwealth exclusive of his holdmgq
in towns and cities, and that in the counties east of
the Blue Ridge mountains he owns oue sixteenth, In
Middlesex county he owns one sixth, in Hanover
one fourth. Iun Georgia the official records show that
largely through the . influence of cducated pupils
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from Atlanta school and others, the Negroes added
last year $1,526 000, to their taxable property making
the total amount upon which they pay taxes in that
state alone $16,700,000. Few people realize under the
most difficult and trying circummstances during the
last forty years it has been the educated Negro who
counseled patience, self coutrol and thus averted a
war of races. Every Negro going out of out institu-
tions properly educated becomes a link in the chain
that shall forever bind the two races together in all
essentials “If the Negroes are going back asa result
of education so are we. What example may I ask do
we give of civilized methods as a result of over two
thousand years of education and consequent supposed
refinement? We institute the stockade principle, when
& man is though a slave, we prevent him by iatimida-
tion from exercising civil rights which we know be-
long to him under the instument which madé us what
we are. When a crime is commited we follow him
like a wild beast with dogs. When captured we burn
him alive, like the Indiaos did their captives during
the early davs of this country. And at the same time

we are admitting the Indians to citizenship.”
I cannot but wonder how intelligent men who have
been elected to the greatest law making body in the

world can raise their hands and swear by .the ever-
hving God that thev will gtand by the constitution:

ARV ERTE aidaL Laal VY A5A wusaista e LViReSuatlaRisia,

And then depart from the XIVand XV Amendments,
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Sketch of Douglass Hospital, Kansas City, Kansas.

On page 102 of this volume will be fouund a picture
of the Douglass Hospital of Kansas City, Kansas.

The founding of this much needed instution had its
couception in the mind of the lamented Dr. H. §.
Howell in September of 1898 and reached the point
of definite organization under the direction of Drs. 8§
P. Thompson and I. C. Unthank and others of the
medical profession as well as the laity.

The medical staff of Douglass from its very begin-

ning has cousisted of thes best physncxaus of both
i races, her doors are open to all regardless of creed or

dogma; race or color,

There is connected with this institution a training
school for nurses, the course of study is two years the
curriculum compares favorable with similiar institu-
l tion, the practical work is certainly excellent.

I ‘The first class graauateu, May 23, 1901, the mem-
bers of the class were Misses Minnie L. Gilmore and
l Nellie J. Hilderbrand. The second class' graduated
l May 28, 1903, the members of this class were Misses
I Pearl Monroe and Senora Saunders. - To Mrs. L. V.
I Ashion Woods, the bead nurse and matron of uOiig-
lass Hospital more than “any other one individual is
| is the succe ss of this institution due.

l "Mrs. Woods is a devout christian woman, ener-
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getic and full of executive abilitv. She was tuspired
to take up this work by the reading of Dr. Sheldon's
ook, **In his steps.” o which she say: 1 owe much
if not all that may be considered pood in my mission
work of Jooking after the sick and afflicted 7

This institution 1s supported by the generous pub
lic, the first vear the ticasurer’s report shows in woney
1,371,772 and other dovations of equal valuation cach
vear has averaged the sume amount in woney with
the exception of last vear which was not quite so
much.

The first vear the institution had 194 patiencts; sin
birthx; 26deaths, 117 discharged ax cured; 20 discharg-
ed as tucurable; number benefitted 31,

The present officers ot the Board «f Ine
rectors of Dounglass Hospital are Hon, 1. F. Bratley
President.  Mrs, O, B, Johunson, Secretarv. and Mg,
Frances Trent, Tieasurer,
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AMBITION ESSENTIAL
TO NEGRO PRO.-
GRESS,

R L N R T
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While considering the Negroes condition
sompared with their condition thirty
we cannot but wonder at the

to-dav as
Aive vears ago,
rapidity of then pro-
RECss in the economical, moral, financial and  cduea-
tonal spheres of ife,

For a petiod of 240 vears the Negroes were com-
pelled to work under conditions not calentated toin.
spire them with love and respect

for Libor, Being
mere creatures of circumst‘nu‘us.

cut off by slavery
trem the  privilages of deve lopivg o eultined and
self reliant citizens, thev devoived inty a state of ab
solute dependeney with no thoughts of a hg
than that of obeving the will of their
cuenies prononnced them

her duty
masters. Their
incapable of con prehend-
mg the higher branches of cducation,
to them a base and ignoble
lave.

and  consipned
station in Jife, that of a
Immediately after the overthrow of that hase iu-
stitution in the south, post bellum legislation made

Ehe Negro a new factor in A merica's economieal and
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political hfe.  He was then a new creaturz of a dif.
ferent civilization.  With his freedom came inspira-
tion: his latent energies were developed and his po
tential powers arroused, but his condition was but
little better than when a slave.

What to do with and for the Negro was the para
mwonnt question, and has been referred to from that
day until this as a problem.

While the supposed Negro problem is not the most
important question of to-day, yet itis by far the
gravest. It is a guestion which christian education
wust face calmly, quietly and dispassionately. The
time has now fully arrived when the people of the
United States, both North and South should rise above
party, above prejudice, into the sphere of man'’s dutv
to man, christian to christian, and American tec
American.

A race like an individual, lifts itself up by lifting
others up; and no people in the civilized world have
a better opportunity to show that they possess th

highest tvpe of christian fortitude and magnanimity
than the white people of the United States. Th
Negro race knows it is weak and wants to be strong
it knows it is ignorant and is seeking enlightenment

Our grieviances are not that our liberties are few
but that equal opportunities are denied us. Inth
nc1th the skilled mechanic is Lared from plying hif
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trade in the wmachine shops. The Unions refuse to
admit him as a competitor,  [n the south, while no
setious objection is raised apainst the Negio asa labor-
er, he is denied the full enjoyment of his franchise.
ment.  Yet we belicve this preat American nation,
the gnardian of the liberties and contentment of all
human beings who stand beneath her emblem ot
prosperity and honor, will recognize the obligations
which sprang from her own fundamenmtal law, and
the law of God.  Will yet ackud wledge that the one
hlood of humanity though coursing through the veins
of different races is entitled to all the rights, appor-
tunities and immunities which the thousands of lives
and the millious of dellars have guaranteed to all
American citizens.

The solution of this problem does not rest entivelv
upon the white people but ismutual. The Negroes
are now able to help think for themselves. Thev
have a great work to do in preparing the race to stand
alone. We are cut loose from the white man and our
relations are only formal and on a business principle.
(Our condition must be tmproved by our own efforts.
yar children must be trained in our own homes and
the future of our race in morality and culture will be
high or low only in proportion to our own ideas of
viture  and education. 1t is therefore abyolutelv
ecessary that every opportunity to become stronger,
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financially, morally and intellectually be improved.
The white man can give equal opportnoities but he
can not foree us to accept them, Ta many of the sterner
and more substantial persuits of life we are given
golden opportunitics which we are slow in grasping,
We are given a chance to purchase howmes, educate
our children, for motal and domestic improvement.
When these more exacting features of citizenship
have been acquired our battle for civil nght and po-
litical equality will be half won. Citizenship with
us should mean a great deal wore than the privilage
of voting. It should furnmish the motive for domes-
tic improvement and self reliance. Our aim should
be to spend less than we make, and our motto, ox
celsicr 1n the industrial, finaucial, moral and educa
tional pursuits of life.

Perhaps the greatest break upon our road to suc
cess is lack of ambition. We as a race arc to eaisily |
satisfied with our surroundings. It was the proges-
sive spirit and untiring caergy of the frontiersmen
that carved out of natures tangled forests and rugged
plains some of the most magnificent cities of the world
It was the ambi‘on of Ceasar that made him great
and afterward made Rome mistress of the world. 14§
is said of Abrahan Lincoln that his wife married hin
because she thought his ambition would sometimd
make him president of the United States A wan with
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out amhition is ike a locomotive without steam; a
utere uhject without force,  What is true of an indi-
vidual is also true of a race.

A vast majority of us are contented with much less
than the actual necessaries of life. The thiugs that
make foar power and respect we fail to acquire; Our
destres extend only to the present and we are too
selfisli to provide {or the future comfort of onr children.

If from generation to gencration no perceptable ad-
vancement is made in the matter of owning property
aund obtaining an education, the time will soon arrive
when we will find 1t buth expensive and humiliating
to live upon what other people have acquired. The
higher civilization goes, the more complicated are the
conditions of society and the more exacting are the
affairs of life.

The opportunities and privileges that once were
ours are rapidly being withdrawn. The hand of fate
has written cn the wall, and our only safety lies in
the ownership of the soil, with a comprehensive know-
ledge of both, industrial and higher education.

Young men and young women this is a golden op-
portunity for you to become leaders in the interest of
your race. Are you preparing yourselves for the task?
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF
HON JOHN P, GRELN
Politician, Orator and Lawyey Of
Washington, P. €

Hon. John P. Green who is doing vallant service
for the Republicans in the present political campaign
is a well-known Clevelander.

Mr. ¢ireen was born in New Berne, N. C., April 2,
1545, and came to Cleveland. July 7, 15857 He bought
a howe fos his widewed mother by working in varied
Jaborious capacities.

He prepared for the Central High Scheool while
serving as a waiter in dining rooms, and was gradu-
ated from that school in 1869, He then studied law
with the late firm of Bishop & Adams, and subse
quently was gradrated from the Obio Law College uh
Cleveland.

"He was admitted to the bar in South Carolina iy
1870, and practiced in the courts of that State anc
Ohio until 1897. In 1873 he was elected justice ¢
the peace of Cleveland township, and served ning
years in that capacity with success. In 15%2 he wa
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clected to the lower branch of the Geueral Assembly
of Ohio, and served two years. In 1890 he was re-
clected to the same body. He framed and secured
the passage of the bill creating Labor day in Olio,
and was the iuvited guest and orator for the labor or-
ganizations of Cincinunati on three differeut labor days.
[n 1892 he was elected from this city to the Senate
of Ohio, where lle served two years. Mr Green has
traveled extensively in (Great Britan and on the conti-
nent, and has lectured on Ametican topics in the
principal cities of Scotland.

He worked for the election of President McKinley,
and was appointed to the position he now occupies—
United States postage stainp agent. Seventyseven
thousand postmasters receipt to Mr. Green for all the
postage stamps used in the jurisdiction of the United
States. » ’

In 1872 he was elected an alternate to the Philia-
lelphia Republican national convention. In 1884 he
was elected alternate-at-large to the Chicago Republi-
Fan national cénvention, aud in 1896 was elected al-
ernate-at-large to the St. Louis Republican national
bonvention.

Mr. Green has three sous, two of whom are lawyers
ud one in business,” He has also a daughter who is
t school.  His temporary residence is Washington,

» C
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF

Prof. John C. Lewis, of Cairo, lllinois.

The sutject of this sketch was bora Jan. 1, 1857
" The early part of hislife was spent on a farm in Hard
in couaty, Ky., about thirty-five miles south of Louis
ville. He attended his first school when twelve yeary
of age. This session of school lasted two mouths
Three years later he attended another school twd
months. He gathered sufficient knowledge from mis
cellaneous sources which, with the systematic in
struction received during those¢ four months, enabled
him to secure a teachers license from a county super
entendant of schools, and taught his first schoul whe
eighteen vears of age. For three years he worked orf
a fanm near Louisville, Kv., during the farming sea
son and taught three months session during the winj
ter. Having saved a small sum of money, he entered
the Preparatory Department of Berea college in thd
fall of 1879. He graduated from Berea in the class
of 1886 with the degree of B. S. He came to Illi
nois in the autumn of the same year and taught his
first school in this state in the country, three miles
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west of Shawnecetown at thirty dollars per wmonth.
He went from here to DuQuoin where he taught one
vear and then weut to Shawneetown where he taught
untill he came to Cairo in 1891,

He met his wife, Miss Cordelia O Scott, when a
student at Berea. They were married IDecember 5,
1889, three children have been born to them, one boy
and two girls.

When he came to Cairo, the High Schoo! had just
been organized and there were only nine pupils in
that department. The first class was graduated in
1892; Among the graduates of Sumner High School
are lawyers, physicians, preachers and school teachers.

Prof. Lewis it a real estate owner, is a member of
the Baptist church, is master of the Masonic L.odge,
is a Knights Templar, is Past Patron of Order of the
Hastern Star, is secretary of Immaculate Temple No.
1, Knights of Tabor, and identifies himself with every
move tending to better the condition of his people.

HB-
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RIOGRAVHICAL SKETCH OF
HON. C. W. MERRIWEATHER
ORATOR, EDITOR AND ARTIST OF

Paducah, Keutucky.

Hon. C. W. Merriweather was born at Hopkine
ville, Ky., in the vear 1868,  His mother, Anna, was
a native Tennessecan, while his father wasa Ken.
tuckian. Neither conld read or write.  Merriweathes
early in life, had advantages of pablic schools and be-
fore he was twelve vears old began to eviuce an apt
ness for drawing which in after vears made him
known thronghout the state: such journals as the
Daily American of Nashville, Teun., and the Daily
Conrter Journal of loui.ville, Ky., having spoken
well of his work. Spending four vears at the State
University, at Louisville, he began te teach and follow
newspaper work, having been in the service of such
papess as the World, the Freemnan, and the Journal
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of Indianapolis, Ind , the Bee of Karlington, Ky, the
Indicator and Major of Hopkinsville, Ky., the Dailv
Sun of Paducah, Ky., and the Staudard of Cairo, Il
In 1899 he established the Iaducah, (Kv.) Bee,
a republican weekly newspaper. He is secretary of
the republican comnittee of his county, has repre-
sented his county in several state conventions and is
a forcible factor in every move making for poud
amoug his people.

_He is an orator eloquent and sincere and a lecturer
of rare attainments. Honesty, truth and right are his
guiding stars, and he has the courage of his convie-
tious. He is an iconaclast who believes in a better
day. In his struggles through the woods entangled
with poisonous ivies of religious superstition, iguor-
ance and bigotry; inhabited by the writhing hissing,
venomous reptiles of prejudice, whose wretched ua-
ture it has been to pervert reason, annihilate science.
and suck the life-blood from the body of justice and
liberty, he is ascending the mountain’s height, where
beholds the dawn of a new day.
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NECESSITY AND M-
PORTANCE OF
EDUCATION.

By Rev. W. B. Brown, A, a., B b, of Cairo, Il

B T g e e e

This is a subject of magnitude and one whosd
height and depth have never been reached. A themg
of such prodigious nature, that we feel its scope to b
endless.© The subject of education has called fortl
the most profound thinkers, accurate writers and thq
most notable speakers of this and other countries t
express their views on this enormous topic. Whil
it is true that there are a number, who are deprive
of this grand and noble companion in life to cheeg
support, comfort, protect and a shield to defend them
yet this is not a sufficient reason for us to feel coq
tented without it, and think that a person can enjo
life as much and can succeed as well in all position
in his pursuits of life without learning. Were ed:
cation of no assistance in business transactions, u
able to facilitate the work of life; the mere felicit
which we receive individually from itis worth fy
morte than all of our care and labor we ha\e unde
gone in getting it,
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It produces a great pleasure withn itself,

Our word veducation”™ s from the Hebrew word
valad®, to bring forth, the Greek fpabeedvoo-ol to
ras up or educate, the Latin feducy’, to bring up, o
lead. 1t is the untolding of the mind, developing of
e mental powers along with each member of the
bady, and the cultivation of all these powers which
o to make up a complete man oy woman in all the
stages and conditions of life. Education is not merely
mstrouction, knowledge, facts or rules communicated
by the teacher; but it is diseipline, itis the waking
up of the mind,— growth by a healthy assimilation
ot wholesome aliment. It is an iospivirg of the

tind with a thirst for knowledge, growth enlarge-

jment, and then a disciphiming of its powers so far that
It can go o to educate itself. It is arcusing of the
person’s mind to thivk, withonl somc-one thinking
lor themy it is the awakening o the powers to observe
iu temember, to reflect, to combine. Tv s not the cal-
fivation of the memory to the negivet of every thing
se; but it is a calling forth of all the {aculties into
Jarmonious actinns,

- to possess facts simply s aducation, then ancn-
velopredia s better educated than a wan, It should
e remembered that knowledge is uot education, vet

here will be no education without knowledge. Know-
dge is even an incident of true edncation: No man
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can he properly educited withont the acquisition of
knowledge; the mistake is 10 considering knowledype
the cud when it is either the incident or the means of
ecducation. The decipline of the mind, then, is the
great thivg of intellectun] training; and the guestion
is not how much bave T acquired?—but, how have my
powers been strengthened in the act of acgnisition?
The powers of the person are developed along the
physical and industrial lines as well as along the lit-
(-ra‘r,\'. Education is not mechanical but dynomical
and as Fox said the whole man, “the budy, the mind
and the heart; its object, and when rightly conducted
its effect is, to make him a complete creature after
his kind.” To our form, it will give vigor, activity
and beauty. to our senses, correctness and acuteness,
to our intellect, power and truthfulness; to his heart,
virtue. To educate a man is not the gladiator, nor
the scholar, nor the upright man alone; but a just and
well-balanced combination of all three. Just as the
cultivated tree is neither the large roots, nor the giant
branches, nor the rich foliage. but all of them together.
If vou would. mark the perfect man, you must not
lock for him in the circus, the acadamy, the university
ot the chnrch, exclusively; but you must look for one
who has (iens sana incorpore sano) a healthful body.
The being in whom you find this union is the only
one worthy to be called cducated. To make all men
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such is the object of education. It gives power to
the memory, the will, the conscience, observation and
self-coutrol, It is one of the omnipresence friends,
that always stand with a hand ready to help, know-
ledge to supply and with wisdom ready to devise
suitable plans for man's suceess aud happiness.
Fducatiou does not merely consist of good reading,
writing, spelling and the solving of many problems,
but the proper developing of the entire man. Nor iy
he best educated who can master philosophy, locate,
name, number and count the stars, and perform  the
most ditfienlt experiment in chemistry, but he who
has eaten and digested his books and has well devel-
oped all of bis physical, moral and spiritnal powers.
All true education aim to develop the powers of the
soul by exercize, bearing in miad, that no power can
be educated except by employing it along its own pe-
cular line of action.  Education must aim to take the
advantage of that law of habit by which each of the
many powers may be trained to a tendency to act
easily, powerfully, constantly in its own proper di-
rection, and the whole tide of the being will be
strongly set towards the true end of human action.
Education enables man to take the advantages of
11 human iaterests and enthusiams in the trainings
pf maun’s powers for his misstons, even his intellect

huade wore powerful; his observation more vigerous,

|
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and his thoughts more profound aud his understand-
ing more comprehensive. The will is made stronger, so
that we can direct all of our being steadily and pow-
erfully to the accomplishment of onr mission, our
taste is even wore perfect by education.  The Aes-
thetic faculty is enlargen.  Kducation is a matter
that concerns every family, man and woman, girl and
bov;  The proper worth of education is not properly
Jaid before the vonng by the parents, we shonld en-
courage those who vote their time to the education of
the voung,—the seekers for wisdom hkewise should
be urged to go forward with the greatest courage—
Education is a book of many pages and volumes, a
sea of knowledge, learning, science, literature, art,
letter, philosophy, wisdom and prudence.  Itis the
medium of communication for all who think of the
subject, it furnishes new facts for the philosopher,
and makes known the result of successful experi.
ments, It makes a weak man strong in mind and
body. In what class of society ought it not be found?
What parent has not the deep interest inthe improve-
ment of the public and private education?  What
philanthropist does not see in this the chief prepar-
ation of a people for his schemes of nsefulness® What
patriot does not see in this the main security of free
justitutions? This canse is commended alike to our
private and public affections; and wust the period.
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tcals devoted to it die through negleet?  ducation
1% not wholly confined to books, but nature, society,
and experience, are volumes opened every where and
perpetuatly before the eves. It takes lessons from
every object within the sphere of its senses, and its
activity, from the sun and stars, from the flowers of
the Spring and the fruits of Autumu, from every as-
sociate, from every smiling and frowning counten-
ance, frem the pursnits and trudes.  Without this
friend, we ave unable to use the great volumes of na-
ture—we must educate or perish.  The great enemy,
ignorance confronts us, we must be able to strike
him down or he will surmount us and bind us forever
in the chains of folly, vice, superstition, and disgrace,
It 1s much better 1> wear the cheapest clothes, live
oun the plainest food, live in the most common houses,
than to do without education. True one should have
great anxietyv to accumulate property for their child-
dren, provided they can put them under influences,
which will awaken their faculties, inspire them with
sence and high principles, and fit them to bear a man-
ly, useful and hounorable part in the world.

No language can express the cruelty or folly of
that economv, which to leave much wealth to a child,
starve his intellect, impoverish his heart and render
him unuseful in life.  There should be no economy
in education, money should never be weighed nor
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time measured against the soul of a child. It should
" be poured out like water for the childs intellectual
and moral life. Parents should seek an education for
the voung of their families; who will become to them
a hearty and efficient friend, counsellor and coadjutor
in their work., We should never starve the brain;
What can be of more aid to society than the forination
of a body of wise and efficient educators. IEducated
people contribute so much to the stability of the state
and domestic happiness.  They watch for the state
and homes, and are far above mobs, rapine, and blood-
shed.  No educated man will join a mob to kill a
fellow creature, when there is a law to punish him
for any crime be may commit, but will lead him to
the bar of justice and let him be punished there, The
statesman may set a fence arouud our property aund
dwellings; but how much more are we indelted to
him who calls forth the powers and effections of those
for whom our property 1s earned, and our dwellings
are reared, and who render our children objects of in-
creasing love aund respect. The higher ability s re-
quired for the office of an educater of the voung than
that of a statesman. The higher ability is that which
penetrates fartherest into human natnre, comprehends
the mind in all its capacities, traces out the laws of
thoughts and moral actiouns, understonds the springs,
motives, applications, by whick the child is to be
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roused to the most vigorous and harmonious action of
its faculties, understand its perils, and knows how ta
blend and modify the influences which outward cir-
cumstances exert on the gouthful mind.
tis the chief duty of the statesman to watch over
the outward interests of a people,—that of the educa-
tor to quicken the soul.  The statesinan must study
and manage the passions and prejudices of the com-
munity; the educator must study the essential, the
deepest, the loftiest principles of human nature. Edu-
cation is the germ of all other improvements, and all
the plans for the progress of society must fail with-
out it. How often have the efforts of the philan-
thropist been foiled by the prejudices and brutal igno-
rance of the community, which he had hoped to
serve by their incapacity of understanding him, of
entering into and co-operating with his views: He
has cast his seed on barren sand, aud of course reaped
no fruit, but dissappointment. The true eud of edu-
cation, is to unfold and direct aright our whole nature.
Its office is to call forth power of every kind for good,
ower of thought, affection, will and outward actious,
ower to reason’ power to judge, power to contrive,
ower to adapt ends firmly and to pursue them efh-
riently; power to govern ourselves and to influence
hthers, power to gain and spread happiness. Read-
ng is but an instrument, education is to teach its best

N
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use, The intellect was ereated not to receive Pass-
velv a few words, dates, and facts, bt to be active
for the acyuisition of truth,

Fducation Tabor to tnspite aprotonnd love of trith
and o taach the process of anvestigation, a seund
fogic, by whiech Twcan the seience or art’ which in
sttncts us in the lows of raasoning and  evidence, 1
the troe methods of dvquiry, and i the source ot
talse Judgement, is an essentiad part of a0 vood  edu-
cation. It teaches us to stady the world in which
we hive  to trace the connections of events, 1o 1ise
from partienlar tasts to general principles, aund  then
apply these inexplaining new phenomenon. Stada
this world as God's world, and as the spherein whieh
vou are to form an interesting conucetions with yon
rellow ereatures Education  affords the  mind
thousaud delights which those who are stranoers o
it Ginpever expericnee. and  will remove many evils
trom our being,

Antisthenes being asked what he got by his leamn-
g answered: Cthat he could talk to himself, conld
Live alone and need not go abroad, and be beholden
to others for delight.”” Learning is the delight of the
voung and great comfort to the old. What pleasure
doex the asttonomers fing alone at night talking to
the stars, and calling them by their names, as he sees
i them a God of wisdom and delight. No less de-
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Ceducation o we neced well titted men ad woemen
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Bpht and pleasnre do the geolegist nud e walking
over the tocky wav consulting the stene of their na
taore and kind, and the botawst as he taverses hills
and valleve withomany kids ot flowers before b,
to class v them gives hun much pleasare.
T one blade of gvass Be sees volames of - wisdom
Mav the spint of Gaod Tead v seaders totst 1o Gad,

and rapree 1 s hope of Glotve This e the time ot

fon
Bte's work. Teas proper to be phvsicalle traned to

nse Ty and muscle, stnew and nenvesitis goad e

he itellectinadiv edueated, to think and reason and

mdgenitis well to he moraliv anflnenved, soas o

kuow right from wrong, the pare to the vitey bat the

most blessed o all = to be taught of  Chnst, and be

regenerated. This adds wo the other clements, gives

G g h fmsho to education. Tt s ot ondy tor this

world that 1~ passing awav, but that whieh s to come,
Lot me feave with yvou this motto

“1oabor and learning U
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THE SUPREMACY
OF THOUGHT,

While considering the supremacy of thoght,
il other forees, a tenowned philosopher said:

“There 1s nothing great in the world but wan, and
nothing great in man but mind.”

[SAN &)

Thought is a
priceless jewel that confers upon its pussessor honor
and distinction. It more than anything else, distin-
guishes man from the lower animals of

creation; it
15 the driving wheel of the human wmind,

Thong Iit
1> the principal point of resemblince between man
and his Creator,

That we have all descended from a conmmon origin,
from: one and the same sct of parents—is easilv sus-
ceptable of proof ontside the first chapter of Genesis,
For example: The words father and mother ate the
same in all language, with but slight variation. This
similarity is not a coincidence, it can be explained
only on the theory that at one period in ths world's
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history, different races were united and spoke the
same language,  Ihe supCtionty of one race ovey
another is often attributed to climatic influcnces. The
people of the North and of the South are cited to sup-
port this proposition,

He s a careless reader of his country's history, whao
does not know that (he difference Detween (e prople
of the North and South, 1s not more provonnecd to-
day than it was the day of the landing of the May
Flower. Then, the 1dle, improvident gentlemm went
South; the thisfry, thoughtful wmechanie retined
North,  The latter subduing the forest and the say-
aces, became rich and powerfal; the former took their
ease, and, (‘ic[)mnhng upon slave Laboey, hecame h.‘m;;h.
ty and offemivate. The rise of the one and the de-
clive of the other cimphasizes the suptemacy of
thought,

In Lurope there are peop'e, whe, thengh of (he
sawe blood, speaking the same language, living nuder
the same stars and canopy of heaven, yet differ wide-
ly in their ability to cope with the stern realities of
life, These people are alike, and have evervthing iy
common, except that that the more prosperous  of
them have great universities and libraries.  The one
class is superior to the other, only because thonght iy
supreme over all else,  The word science is detived
from a Latin word, which means to know, 'J‘hinkin;\_‘r
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preceded hnowing, and withont thonght, theve conld
vot he anv knowledge, The tiinwmphs of seiencee
during the nineteenth contnry, are wmarvelos in th
extreme,

Many disvases, such as hvdrophobia and small-pox,
to which man o an easy victim, scrence has render:
cd comparatively banudess. Tt bas annihilated  dise
tance cant brought together the extremes of the workd,
~o that whatever of Huportanee s now  Lanspiring in
London or Paris, we, o this ety chall read of ina
few hours, It has chained the hightening and ren-
cered it subservient to oy wiils has belted the earth's
Dreast from the Atlantic to the  Pacihe, with jron

wito the prosperons and pietntesgue homes of teeming
minions.  Sewence is a product of thought, and, since
the groater includes the lesser, therofore the achieve:
ments of science prave the sapremaey of thounght,
The history of the past 1= mainlv the history of the
tireeks and Romans, The Greeks cmphasized the im.
portance of mind over matter. The Remans were
preeminently wateriatistic. I+ the progress of events,
the Romans conguered the Greeks with their invin-
cible arms, but were, in tarn dominated by Greecian
philosophy. Thus was demonstrated the fact that,
“the pen is mightier than the sword.™  The greatest

wars recorded, were fought for frecdom of thought,
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THE PossIBULITIES OF

and no battle erv was so effective as it Despotie ru-
fers sought for centaries to stifle thought, well know-
g its dominant power.  Oune of Virgimia's govern-
ors sad, during colonial times: 1 thank God that
there are no friee schoels o Virgima?

The evidence of thouht 1 the creation of the nu-
verse 1s evervwhere visitbie and convineing, There
s the highest thought 1a the changing, adaption, and
successtons of the seazons.  The universe is constiuet-
cd upon thonght, Thonght 18 supreme, hecause an all
wise God ordatned that 1t should bee A Genman
author once said that “mau 1s what he eats,” bhut a
areater anthonty declares that “as a man thinketh,
<o ts he”  The character of aman s the madnspring
of s acts. If his character is pure, s acts will be
honotable; but 1f 1t s degraded, his acts will he vile
and igroble.  Character determines the  act,
therefore, on the theory that the greater ncludes the
lesser,  thought 1s supreme.

A man, who is sot capable of thonght, can no more
have a moral character than can a reptile. Character
1s 2 product of thought; it cannot be instantly acquired

RSN PURE SUNERURRIE It UDUI AN B L ST S Bt
BOor ¢an L DY "\l\l\ll’lll\ 1OSL. 1L i Jl\ll i }slld”ll', d1ldl
absolutely secure, uniess 1ts possessor baselv survend.-

ers it. The supremacy of thought is stuklngl_\' ithus.
trated by a keen rctort of an Awmerican Statesman,
When asked what would be the probable eficet upon
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his candidacy for the presidency, of a certain act of
his, he bravely answered, *I would rather be right
than president.’ Believe it, human thooght is un-
donbtedly the process by which human ends ave ul-
timately answered.

The Declaration of Tudependance says that “all
men are born free and equal.”  In the light of anti-
quity and the universality of human slavery, that
thought, for sublimity and power, is unexcelled by
any other thonght ever uttered by mortal man. Ry
the power of thought, the manacies of thraldom were
striken from the galled limbs of the four million
slaves. Byt the martvred Lincoln was able to elimib
the steep ascent from the rail splitter to the president
of the greatest nation in christendom.

The thought that there is a supreme being, to
whom we are accountable. is common to all mankind.
It reclaims the savage from the chase and war-like
pursuits, to the general avocation of the law abiding
citizen. It has revolutionized the manner of treating
and punishing the criminal; it has abolished the dark
dungeon with its horrors and suffocation and noxious
odors, and constructed, in lieu thereof, beneficent re-
formatories within whose walls the purpose isto re-
form the culprit, and agaian restore him to society, a
good and thrifty citizen.

Thought has given to the world its most enduring
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literature, its sweetest music, its greatest printings,
aud its most magnificent edifices. It has mollified
the asperities of nations.  Thought is more real than
any object of sense. It 1s indespensable and indestruct-
able. When this earth was void and without form
it was the thought in the mind of the Creator that
changed it to this beautiful globe, so perfectly adapt-
ed to all forms of animal and vegetable life.  The ar-
tist cannot touch the canvas with his brush, nor the
statesman  enunciate a policy or principle, until
thought has first been brought into requisition.

Save for the supremacy of thought, Washington and
Jefferson, and Summner and Coukling, would nv more
have been the patriots and heroes they were, than are
the marble busts, which perpetuate their likenesses.

To-day our Nation is face to face with grave issues;
great problems of Cubiau tariff, and momentous so-
cial questions are pressing for solution; the emphatic
call for men of thought is reverberating from the
Great Lakes to the Gulf, and from the Atlantic to-the
Pacific. The house that shelters the poor man’'s fam-
ily, totters, to its fall, beneath a first and sccond
mortgage.—And where is the people’s money? *Thy
bosom is its mint, the workmen are tiy thoughts.™
Oh! man of thought supreme.
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THE POSSIBILITIES OF
THE
AMERICAN NEGRO.

The nineteenth century which has just closed a
brilliant epoch in the world’s hism;y is renowned for
its unexampled massing of tevolutionary discoveries |
and startling eveuts. No other period of historic
time has been so fraught with marvelous conceptions
and enterprising inveutions, which so completely in-
volved the welfare of a race or nation.

With not less ardor than a Napolion the liberty
loving American people inspired by a keen sence of
justice and encouraged with the hope of making the
United States of America a paradise for the loyal and
faw abiding citizens, performed through the martyr-
ed Lincoln the greatest and noblest act capable of
inortal man. Through the magnanamous efforts of
the thrifty anti-slavery people of America, the mani-
cles of thraldom were stricken from the galled limbs
of four million slaves and that act was closely fol-
lowed by the thirteenth, ourteenth and fifteenth
amendments to the federal constitntion which gave to
the newly emancipated people the rights of an Amer-
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ican citizen.

Within the increditably short period of forty vyears
no race has made greater  progress than the Negro.
With no past history for guidance save that of slav-
ery, with no encouragement save from unscrupnlous
puiiticians and false friends, and held in check by a
powerful under-current of prejudice, thatthe Negrorace
has made any progress at all is no small wonder.
Since the dawn of emancipation began to shed its
illustrious light over the Negro, many achievements
have been wrought by black men that would add
brilliancy to the lives of some of Awmerica’s greatest
statesmen.,

For a long time it was almost universally believed
that the Negro was by nature deprived of initiative
faculties; that while he possessed to a remarkable
degree 1mitative powers. he was utterally wanting in.
creative and constructive ability. .
The past and present generatious have produced tal-
ented colored men who disproves any and all theories
tending to class the Negro as a distinet inferior race
by reason of inherent mental limitations. Notwith-
standing the unnatural obsticles in the negroes road
to eminence, and the unequal opportunities for men-
tal development and self improvement, a Dunbar has
asisen to give the Negro race a place among the
world's greatest poets; a Morris, a Settle, a Bradley
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and Smith to place the race in the temples of the
elect of lawyers, a Chestnut as a. novelist, and a
Washington to lead, direct and save his people.

We are living in an age of activity and our history
as a free people is in its embryo, but within a few
years hence when the brain of the race takes the ad-
vance guard and step by step unravel the mysteries of
nature, we too will produce men whose names will be
treasured upon the pages of American history.

The progressive development and brilliant achieve-
ments of Grecian intellect; the masterly culture of
Athens, with her profound statesmen and brilliant
orators, which culminated, during the two centuries
of her greatest glory, in the persons of Demosthenes,
Plato and Aristotle, is but the title page of the great
volume of achievements when contrasted with the
startling record of events in 'which the present gener-
ation is now figuring. Take the best sentences ever
uttered by a Cicero or the best lines ever pened by a
Homer, aided by the embellishing power of transla.
tion, and they will bear no comparison to the senten-
ces and stanzas of our own Morris, Settle, Dubois,
Chestnut, Dunbar and Washington, when taking into
consideration the relative conditions of each and the
effect their lives had and have upon the future devel-
opment of their pecp'e,

These people are but a faw of the many talented
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men of our race to say nothing of our women who
have by earnest work and self sacrifices prepared them-
selves for the stern demaunds of a business aud intel-
lectual lite, and are preeminently fitted for the high-
est positions of honer, trust and responsibility.

This progreessive march of intellect; these magni-
ficent strides in man’s mastery over matter; these as-
tounding revelations of the recondite resources of
God’s universe, indicate that the Negro, intellectually
1s in the ascendency, and so far from inspiring a feel-
ing of gloom, is bright with the portents of glorious
possibilities and triumphs of the Awmerican Negro
which shall outshine the past as the sun out dazzles
the moon. : .

No race ever sprang, phenix like, into prominence
and power. The present civilization by which we are
surrounded is the results of centuries of hard earnest
struggles of-times against unnatured and apparently
unsurmountable barriers. As it was with other great
races it shall be with us: by slow and labored steps
they rose 1o colossal heights intellectually and fi-
nancially, so we by patience and perseverance, ecomony
and thrift-can and shall become a potent factor in the
future development of the world’s great men; famous

because of their achievements in science, literature,
art and their industriai inventions. .
Since the age in which we live seems to accelerate
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its own advancement by the momentum it receives
1 cach new victory of mind over matter, the accom-
plishments of the present are but o warning  against
surprises at whatimay be annonnced in the near future.

The brain and eye perceives with a well gronnded
expectancy of greater success unimpeded by the em-
Varrasing and humiliating conditions «f an ivnorant
and oppressed people,  For as long as man and earth
exist there will be no check to the onward progress
of the mind, becanse the advancement of the human
mind towards perfection is advancement well repre-
sented by a mathematical line which can foraver ap-
proach another yet never reach it; and when man
has firmly planted his foot upon this plain he is iu-
troduced to a universe of grandeur, beauty and glo-
rv which draws him nearer and nearer to the inex-
havstible fountain of knowledge which arouses his
ambitions and disturbes his latent energies.

The Negro has but to push forward with untiring
cealy improving every opportunity to become master
of something material and tangible.  The unmistaka-
ble evidences of Negro advancement in the accumula-
tion of wealth, in the acquisition of learning, and in
the persuits of happiness are every where visible and
convencing. Forty years ago the accumulated capi-
tal of all the Negroes in the United States would not
exceed $1,000,000. but to day they are paying more
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thau ten times that amount in taxes on their real and
personal property,

The present system of pnblic schools present to all
colored bovs and girls an unparalieled opportunity to
eat of the apple of knowicdge, and thus prepare them-
sz2lves for the onus of American ecitizenship. The fu-
ture for the worthy, thrifty and law abiding colored
man bids fair to equal that of any other class of citi-
zeus, if thev will only emulate the examples of the
purest and noblest christian characters of the best men
of bath races.

In the field of literature the Negro race hasjust rea-
sonus to be proud of its representauives. Chas. Waddell
Chestnut, the novelist, has given to the world some
of its choice literature. His productions are without
doubt among the best written by Awmerican authors,

Mr. S. Coleridge Tavlor, a composer of no mean
ability has startied the couutry with his remarkable
talent in the musicul world and placed the race in
the dome of the temple of fine arts. His **Hiawatha
Trilogy” “The Death of Miunchala,” and ‘“I'he
Wedding Feast,”” were composed for the North Staf-
fordshere Musical Festival in 1899. They are all
original and not a line of made music can be found
in his compositions.

We cannot refrain from calling your attention to
the well known scholar, author and Greek text book
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writer Mr. W. S. Scarborough whose name has been
mentioned at the fire side of every intelligent Negro
family living in the United States. While thus
speaking of the Negro iu literature we remember
Elijah McCoy, Graunville T. Woods and W. P. Purvis
as among the inventors whose ingennous mechanical
appliances ou the steamn locomotives, the electric cars,
and the inventions of Mr. Wood in the mysteries of
electricity, stand out as prominent achievements, and
all show in a limited measure the possibilities of the
American Negro. While these men have demon-
strated the powers and genius of the Negro race, in
literature, art, oratory and inveution, with proper
protection and amnple time to live close to the foun-
tain of knowledge the things already accomplished
but warrant the achievement of even greater things
in the future.






















A FERN LEAF IN THE STONE.

I walked along a rocky mountain side;

A foaming stream rushed madly on its way—
And through its crystal waters I espied

A smooth and we'l-worn pebble in the clay.

The swirling waters oft had turned it o'er,
In merriment they'd dash it to and fro

I took the pebble from the streamlet’s flow
And on its edge I struck a wonton blow.

From end to end it smoothly split-in twain
Aund there 1 saw a fern leaf in the stone

Where, fashioned in the clay, each tiny vein,
Had hardened into rock as vears had flown.

The little product of a bygone age
Had perished but had left its lasting sign;
Nor shall philosnpher nor saiut nor sage
Through half so many centuries leave a line.

And when 1 thought were my heart petrified
And eous hence looked into with care—

When time had ceased aud all the world had died—
*T'would show the imprint of thy image there.

—By L. M. Fisher.



LIFE,

If life were shaped by youthful dreams,
Then life were less than what it seems.
God makes one's life as he gives treasure —
According to the the talent’s measure.

DEATH.
A fading light, an ended day, a tearful suuset in the
west;
A closing night, return to clay, a funeral—eternal
rest.

—By L. M. Fisher,



THE, CHRISTMASSES GONE BY.

[ i O W

Iu the nursery with Mary where two little tots at play
Add their merry childish prattle to the brightness of

the day,

I have caught wyself adreaming ‘till the mist is in
the eye' .

Of the h&ppy ha!C)’Oll glory of the Chri stimasses gone
by.

They say the world is stmarter now than what it used
to be, )

When I wag still a little child and Sauta came to me,

But I dont care for its Progress—I just want the
wings to fly

To the gladsowme, golden gyerdon of the Christmasses
gone by,

Maybe Santa (laus is richer than he was in other days.

Maybe Chyistinas bells are costlier that ring the Mas-
ter's praise.

But still there is a reason—though a selfish reason
—why,

1 waut anather christmas like the Christmasses gone
by.
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